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1 Betwixt Mr. Hooxxn and theſe two perſons, there 
was a ſacred friendſhip : a friendſhip made up 0 
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religious principles, which increaſed daily by a ſimili- 8 
tude of inclinations to the ſame recreations and ſtudies. TOE > 
| — In this ſweet, this bleſſed, this ſpiritual; amity, they RN 
- went on for many years: and, as the holy prophet 3 
. faith, ſo they took ſweet counſel together, and walked i in the 3 
8 bouſe of God as friends.” : 8 
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LETTERS 

10 
A YOUNG CLERGYMAN, 
FROM THE LATE 
Reverend Mr. JOB ORTON. 
* 

THE SECOND EDITION. 

; 


&« He was of a diſpoſition ready to embrace 
and oblige all men; allowing others io differ from 
him, even in opinions that were very dear to him; 
and provided men did but fear God, and work rigbteouſ- 
neſs, he loved them heartily, how diſtant ſoever from 
him in judgement about things leſs neceſſary: in all 
which, he is very worthy to be a pattern to men of 
all perſuaſions whatſoever,” — See Archbiſbop T1L- 
LOTSON'S Funeral Sermon for the Rev. Mr. THOMAS 
Govex, — 'who was a Nonconformiſt. 


| PRINTED | | 
BY J. AND W. EDDOWES, SHREWSBURY. 15 
1800. 


TO THE REVEREND 
| JAMES STONHOUSE, M. D. 
1 or. 
GREAT AND LITTLE CHEVEREL, 


' a 


WILTSHIRE. 


- REVEREND AND DEAR SIR, 


Ir is with great pleaſure I take 
tis opportunity, of paying a tribute 
of public reſpect to you, Twenty 

„ 4 2 years 


13 

years have now nearly elapſed ſince 

our friendſhip firſt began: which has 

| been a delightful ſource of pleaſure and 
improvement to me. Mr. OR rox 
brought us together at firſt, ſoon after 
I began my clerical career, and from 
the kind offices of you both, it received 

an happy direction — both having ad- 


viſed, counſelled, cautioned, and en- 
couraged me.“ In your pariſh, Six, 
J ſpent ſome of my happieſt and moſt 


5 uſeful days; in a ſituation favourable 


| 


to ſtudy and ſelf-improvement, among 
an affectionate, and in general, a tract- 
able people. The ſcene has ſince 

N been 


Witness theſe Letters, and your Hints to a 
Curate. V : 


„ 
been conſiderably changed: but 
the reſpect and good-will, which I 
found among your farmers and 
cottagers, no length of time will 
be able ever to efface from my 


memory. 


The greateſt part of the Letters, 
contained in this little volume, were 


written by Mr. OR rox to me whilſt 


LT reſided at CHEVEREL ; which I found 

- of conſiderable uſe to me there, and 

to the pariſhes to which I afterwards 

removed. I had ſelected moſt of them 

from a large number, with which he 

had * me, to be a kind of Me- 
mori 


LJ 
- morial* of their honoured Writer, 
and as a Manual for my future uſe. 
When I ſhewed them to You, you 
were pleaſed to ſpeak of them as Let- 


ters you much eſteemed ; and when I 
expreſſed an inclination of publiſhing 
them, for the ſervice of my younger 
Brethren 


4 For that pattern which I ſaw in him, 
and for that converſation which I had with him, 
I know how much I have to anfwer for to God. 
And though my reflecting on that which I 
knew in him, gives me juſt cauſe of being deeply 
humbled 1n myſelf, and before God ; yet I feel 
ꝛ0 more ſenſible pleaſure in any thing, than in 
going over in my thoughts all that I ſaw and 
| obſerved in him.” —Bihop Bux NET concerning 
Archbiſhop LE IOHTON.—Paſloral Care, page 
221, Fifth edition, 


„ 

Brethren in the Miniſtry,“ the deſign 
met with your approbation and encou- 
couragement. Mr. OR rox hath al- 
ready appeared in the world under 
the reſpectable characters of a com- 
mentator, a ſermon-writer, and a bio- 
grapher : and if I introduce him in a 
new light, as that of a correſpondent, I 
hope, J ſhall not leſſen his merit; the 
general contents of the following Let- 
ters 
An eminent PRERLATE, to whom theſe 
Letters were preſented, was pleaſed to make the 
following remark on them.—** They may edify - 
more than the younger part of the clergy, T 

whom alone you intend them.” 
And ſays AuorHZR: - © Accept my thanks | 
for the pleaſure J have received from the peruſal 
of 


ava 


—— 4 — 
tn ne tt 
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* 


1 N 
ters being on ſubjects of conſiderable 


importance; the advice given in them, 


with reſpect to the Paſtoral Care, hav- 
ing been found practicable, (eſpecially 


in Country Pariſhes ;) and which was the 


reſult of his own experience and ob- 


ſervation- 


To you, St, I am inclined, from 
various motives, to INSCRIBE theſe 


Letters 


of Mr. OrTon's Letters. The good ſenſe, 


warm piety, becoming zeal for the promotion 
of chriſtian virtue, and rendering the paſtoral 
character reſpect able and uſeful, which run 
through the. publication, make it worthy the 


attention of the parochial clergy of all ages.” 


Other teſtimonies of a fimilar kind might be 


adduced, were it deemed neceſſary, which ſhew 
the great candour and moderation of their 


writers. 


( ix }] 
Letters of our common F riend; which 


you will be pleaſed to conſider as a 
Teſtimony of my ſincere reſpe for 


you. IJ am, 
Reverend and Dear Sir, 
Fl uur obliged 
and 


moſt humble ſervant, 


THOMAS STEDMAN. 


| Thr, ecwibury, 
April, 1791s 


Cx ] 

In the Critical Review for Tune, 
1791, theſe Letters are thus noticed, 
Mr. Ox Tow was a very reſpecta- 

ble diſſenting miniſter ; and his advice 

to the young clergyman 1s truly ex- 
cellent. It diſplays the full character 
of its author, ſtrictly, rationally, and, 
in general, chearfully pious: judicious, 
zealous in doing good, and indefatiga- 
ble in being uſeful. The Letters are 

not indeed of the faſhionable mould, ä 

for they inculcate a ſtrict attention to 
the duty of a pariſh-prieſt ; a regard 
to the morals of his pariſhioners ; 
frequent converſation on moral and 
religious ſubjects; an earneſt endea- 


vour to lead them to reflect, and to 


— 


catch 


— 


E 

catch in turn, hints for the future 
conduct, by obſerving what ſeemed 
moſt ſtriking, what appeared moſt 
intereſting. The obſervations on 
different authors interſperſed are fre- 
quently juſt. 55 


Extract from the MON THLY Review, 
for Auguſt, 1791. 
Mr. Ox rox has been long known 
and eſteemed, as a man of integrity, 
of exemplary piety, virtue and bene 
volence, as well as of erudition. Mr. 
STEDMAN, the editor, was the perſon 
to whom the Letters were originally 
written, They contain obſervations, 


which 


U xii ] 
which may be uſeful to all perſons, but 
are particularly adapted for the ſervice 
of the clergy, and the younger part of 
| them. Among others, we Rug ſome | 
ſenſible remarks on fruga:lly ; the ne- 
ceſſity of attending to which is urged 
with great fervour, and perhaps, could 
never be more ſeaſonably preſſed than 
at the preſent time. — This little 
volume is very deſerving of the regard 
of thoſe, for whoſe benefit it is imme 


ately defigned. 
16 N 63 
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LETTERS. 
10 
A YOUNG CLERGYMAN.- 
LE TTER . 1. | 


Kidderminſter OR; 4 1991; | | 
DEAR SIR, „ 5 1 | 


1 AM very glad for Dr. Srox- 
HOUSE'S ſake, and alſo for your own, 
that you intend accepting the'curacy 
of Little Cheverel. The doctor is a 
learned, genteel, good Cas man; 
„„ B truly 


Near Devizes, in Winſhire. 


. a 1 ; : 
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2 LETTERS TO A te bn 


truly ſerious, rationally evangelical, 
and judiciouſly zealous. He will treat 
vou like a friend and a brother, and 
you will be much pleaſed and 
improved by his company and con- 
verſation. He preaches, during his 
reſidence, twice every Sunday, and has 
a lecture on Wedneſday evening. But 
ill health obliges him to live the 
greater part of the year at Briſtol, for 
the benefit of the waters there. I 
could ſay more of his pariſh every 
way, than the doctor chooſes to write 
to you of it. himſelf, becauſe he would 
not raiſe too high expectations. — 1 
am pleaſed with the ft of books * you 
intend taking with you, but you will 
allow me to add, that I hope you will 


* The head of my college procured me a 
curacy in a ſmall country town. Thither I 
went, not without my collection of books, 
the uſe of which I would not have foregone 
for a mitre,” KNOX. 


x x0 YOUNG CLERGYMAN. 3 


take ſome of your claſſics, in order to 
keep up, and improve your knowledge 
of the languages ; eſpecially ſuch as 
may increaſe your critical acquaintance 
with the New Teſtament. 


I am your affectionate 
and faithful ſervant, 


JOB ORTON. 


—Þ LETTERS TOA 11 25 


LETTER II. 


1 COMPLY with your requeſt in 
writing to you, though I have nothing 


to ſay very deſerving of your notice. 


But I am determined there ſhall be no 
defect in my friendly regards for you, 


how many ſoever there may be in the 
manner of expreſſing them. 


I was glad to hear of your ſafe 
arrival at Cheverel; though it was a 
mortification to me not to ſee you in 
your way thither. — You retire to a 
COUNTRY VILLAGE under ſome dif- 


advantages, ariſing from the ſeaſon of 


the year, and the agreeable ſituation 


* have left.. But you have good 


reaſon 


0 Baincnokrn, in the county of Salop. 
The Editor's biith- place: — near which are 


the venerable remains of Horpz's Park, the 


ſeat of his anceſtors of that name for many 
centuries, 
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reaſon to believe that you are in the 
way of duty, following your great 
Maſter's directions, and doing his 
work in that ſtation which he hath 
appointed for you; and I have a chear- 
ful perſuaſion, that you will be made 
very uſeful in it. To ſee this, will 
add charms to ſolitude, and pleaſure to 
ſtudy and preaching : and abundantly 
make up what otherwiſe you would 
greatly regret the loſs of. Every 
perſon to whom your labours prove 
beneficial, will be a faithful friend to 

you, and love and honour you as a 

ſpiritual father. Though your dif- 
tance from your good Mother + is a 
painful circumſtance, 'yet, as ſhe has 

a ork dutiful children with her, this 
will alleviate 1 it both to her and to you. 
| 23 „ 


+ Some afffictive A which aſter- 
wards befell this exce/lent parent, eſpecially a 
paralytic aſh reminded her children of the 

following | 
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And ſurely our Maſter very reaſonably 
requires us to leave father, mother, 
houſe, &c. yea all, to follow him. 
(Matt. x. 37.) And you well know 
what he promiſes to thoſe who do it 
with courage and chearfulneſs. 

As you preach but once on a Sun- 
days permit me to adviſe you on the 
other 


following lines of Mr. Pope, which were de- | 
2 of their filial affection towards her. 


Me, let the tender office long engage, 

To rock the cradle of repofing age; : 

With lenient arts, extend a Mother's breath, 
Make langour ſmile, and ſmooth the bed of death; 

Explore the thought, explain the aſking eye, 

And keep awhile one Parent from the ſky. 


She died April 8, 1793, in the 74th year of 
her age. (Jude 21, latter part.) She had been 
educated a diſſenter, by her pious parents, 
who lived at Weſt Bromauich, in Staſfordſnire; 
and continued ſuch till ſhe married, May 20, 
31741 her huſband being a ftrit conformiſt ; 
by whom ſhe had thirteen children: four of 
whom ſurvive, deſiring to ariſe up, and 
call her bleſſed.“ : ; 
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other part of 'the day, to give your 
auditory a ſhort, plain, and practical 
Expoſition of the Epiſtle. or Goſpel for the 
day ; which will- be a very uſeful ex- 
erciſe to yourſelf — extremely agree- 
able to the pariſh — and, if I miſtake 
not, is required in ſome of your 
canons or epiſcopal directions. (See 


canon 49.) Archbiſhop Tennison, 


in his Letter to his ſuffragans, (1695) 
ſaith — © I recommend to your care 
the preaching of your clergy in the _ 
afternoons upon catechetical - heads; 
both that the people may be better 
grounded in the faith, and alſo kept 
from other aſſemblies.” Many of our 
elder clergy uſed expounding in the 
manner I propoſe ; and Bp. Buzxer 
in his Paſtoral Care, urges long texts, 
and ſhort ſermons, that 1 is, expounding .* 5 
RO I ſup- 
» See alſo Abp. Hors Indtrudtions to the 


Clergy, p- 24, &c. and Abp. SECKER'S third | 
Charge to his Clergy, ? 
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I ſuppoſe Dean STannoer's Expoſi- 
tion of the Epiſtles and Goſpels were 
delivered in public, and alſo that of 
HoLE on the Catechiſm, and others. 
At other ſeaſons, it may be adviſe- 
able to catechiſe in public, the elder 
children and youth,” on that part of the 
Sunday, when you do not preach, and 
to expound ſome of the catechiſm upon 
Lew1s's plan, uſing the helps of ſome 
commentators upon it. And an hour 


- + It is ſaid of Mr. Hooxzs, (author of 
the Eccleſiaſtical Polity) that his cuſtom was 
to preach once every Sunday, and he or his 
.cuxate to catechiſe after the ſecond leſſon in 
the evening prayer. See his Life by WaL- 
TON. — * Oh, faith a worthy: clergyman, 
for the primitive cuſtom of catechizing! Every. 
youth can preach, but he is à man indeed 
that can profitably catechiſe.. _ 
IT Particularly © Lectures on the Catechiſm - 
of the Church of England; by WIILIA X 
| Gi obo M. A. vicar of — near Lyming- 


ton; 


1 2. row ens. 9 
once a week might be profitably de- 


voted to catechiſe -the younger children, 
either in the chancel of the church, or 


at the parſonage houſe, which ſuits 
you and the ſeaſon of the year beſt, to 
whom you might, and muſt talk plain- 
ly and familiarly. You will find this 


very uſeful to yourſelf, as well as to 


\ 


them; as you will thereby increaſe a a 
habit of uſing plain language, and will 
| ſee how far they underſtand you, and 


by what they are moſt ſtruck and 
affected. Serious parents will like you 


for this care and attention to their 
23 . ib 7. 2. -- Aa 


ton; the ſecond. edition: printed for R. | 
Buanine, i in the Strand.” The ſame gentle= 
man has lately publiſhed a volume of . Sermons 
' preached to a Country Congregation :. to which 


are added, a few Hints for Sermons ; . i in- 


/tended chiefly for he Uſe of the Youn ger 
/ Clergy :* which deſerve particular attention: 


the editor had almoſt ſaid, the "PREG of 
the younger clergy. _ 


=, A 
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offspring. — I found it of great uſe to 
encourage the young men of my 
. congregation at Shrewſbury, to come 
to me from eight o'clock to ten on a 
Sunday evening, and to talk in a 
friendly manner to them on any uſeful _ 
ſubject, eſpecially the ſermons of the 

preceding day. By this Practice 1 
learnt much from them — what in a 


ſermon they did not underſtand, and 


what they felt and were improved by 
in it. No ſtudies at the univerſity 
can teach this experimental knowledge 
— this acquaintance with human na- 
ture. — As I ſuppoſe the doctor hath 
left you ſome plain, practical Books to 
give away among the pariſhioners, it 
will be natural to take opportunities of 
aſking them, whether they have read 
and underſtood them. By ſo doing, 
you may introduce ſome ſerious diſ- 
courſe, and learn ſomething of their 
| characters, which it would otherwiſe 
be 
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be difficult to do, without its appearing 
forced and unſeaſonable; and they may 
be led to join in the converſation, or 
elſe they may only give you the hear- 
ing. The principal difficulty in the 
paſtoral care is to get our people to 
converſe freely, and to open their 
minds. And there is no judiciouſly 
ſuiting and applying remedies, without 
knowing the diſeaſe, and the patient's 
conſtitution ; and this, in many caſes, 
can only be learned from themſelves. 
Lou are, no doubt, duly ſenſible 
that God giveth the increaſe (1 Cor. iii. 
6.) ; and you will act upon that good 
old maxim, bene oraſſe, eft bene ftuduiſſe. 
May God multiply the ſeed you are 
ſowing in public and private, and in- 
creaſe in you and by you, the fruits of 
righteouſneſs ! | 
| Your deſire of my avis in your 
preſent ſituation, muſt be my apology 
for the freedom 1 have taken in this 
| letter 


42 [. 2. 


letter. As to any other particulars, I 
muſt refer you to Dr. DoppRIDDOE's 
Life, and Mr. PfILIPT HenRy's,* the 
ſituation of the latter in particular, ſo 
exactly reſembling your own. If you 
meet with HERBERT'Ss Country Par- 
Tr Pay read it, nn you 

may 


| . A moſt inſtructive book; containing 
much curious hiſtory of the times in which 
he lived; and which Mr. Ox ro ſeems to 
have made his model for writing his excellent 
Life of Dr. Doppr1pce. The 4th edition 
of which was 3 by Mr. Ok rox in 
1765, price 2s d. 
+ Another uſeful book ; which is now bs 
come ſcarce, and too little known by the 
clergy. The late pious Biſhop Horne had 
once intended reprinting it: but in a letter 
received a few months before his death, he 
writes — As I have no longer any thoughts 
of reprinting HerBerT's Country Parſin, to 
fee it done by Mr. ® * will be a fincere plea- 
| ſure. ”— Mr. Cnux rox, in his account of 
"that amiable and good man, and exemplary 
- 7705 Monet Dr. Townson, late rector of 
. Malpas, 


. 2. YOUNG CLERGYMAN, T3 


may do this in Wiltſhire, as he was 
rector of Bemerton, i in that county. 


1 am your faithful friend, 
Dec: 4, ot JOB ORTON. 


Malpas, in Cheſhire, informs us, that during 
his laſt illneſs, he read Mr. HernerT's 
Country Parſon, together with ISs AAS War- 
ToON's Lives of GeorGe HERBERT, &c. 
« with a view, no doubt, to trim his lamp 
and prepare for his Lord, by comparing his 
conduct with the examples of thoſe meek 
and holy men, deſcribed by that peaking 
and faithful biographer.” 
Lord Epwand Hax BBR r, Baron of Chir- 
Bury, (the celebrated deiſt, and who was the firſt, 
and one of the moſt eminent writers in the 
cauſe of deiſm) was Mr. GzorGt HzRBERT's 
eldeſt brother. His Lordſhip was born at Eyton, 
in Shropſhire, and received a part of his educa- 
tion at Diddlebury, | in the ſame county. —— In his 
Life written by himſelf, (which is a kind of 
entertaining romance) he makes mention of his 
brother in the following manner. — My 
brother GzxorGE was ſo excellent a ſcholar, 
| 2, „ 
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LETTER III. 


DEAR SIR, Jan. 31, 1772. 
A sa fincere friend to the re- 
AE and uſefulneſs of the clergy, 
and 


chat he was made public orator of the univerſ. a 
ty of Cambridge, ſome of whoſe engliſh works 
are extant, which tho they be rare in their kind, 
yet are far ſhort of expreſſing thoſe perfections 
| he had in the greek and latin tongue, and all 
divine and human literature. His life was moſt 
holy and exemplary ; inſomuch, that about 
Saliſbury, where he lived beneficed for many 
years, he was little leſs than ſainted. He was 
not exempt from paſſion and choler, being in- 
firmities to which all our race is ſubjeQ ; but 
that excepted, without reproach in his actions.“ 
Lord Bacon dedicated to him a tranſlation of 
ſome Plalns into engliſh verſe. See alſo his 
Life at the end of his Country Parſon, and ſacred 
Poem. © >» 
Bemerton has been remarkable for the number 
of its rectors, who have diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
in the literary world: as HERBERT, Nos ns, 
Hawss, Cox, &c. 


L. 3. YOUNG CLERGYMAN. 15 
and the honour of our common chriſt- 
1anity, I am an enemy to Pluralities 
in general. But you are ſo. circum- 
ſtanced, that I ſee no material objec- 
tion to your acceptance of the curacy 
of Great Cheverel.* Your ſphere of 
uſefulneſs will be enlarged ; the in- 
habitants of that village and its en- 
virons will enjoy your labours, with- 
out being expoſed to cenſure for 
rambling from their own fold, and 
deferting their eſtabliſhed paſtor, who 
J find is very old, and too infirm to 
officiate any longer among them. I 
preſume, as the villages are ſo near 
to one another, all they of Little 
Cheverel, who attend your Sunday 
morning prayers, will, without dif- 
ficulty, accompany you to Great Che- 
verel; and perhaps will come there 
with more ſpirit, as they will be to 
hear you preach; and they of that 
: pariſh 
* An adjoining pariſh, N 
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pariſh will be likely to attend your : 


prayers and ſermons in the afternoon. 
This was the caſe with Mr. Jenxs,+ 


to 


+ The Rev. Mr. Benjamin Jenxs (author 
of the Book of Prayers, and other practical 
treatiſes) was deſcended - from an ancient 
and reſpeclable family, at Eaton under Hey- 


© qvoed, in the county of Salep. He was related. 


to Biſhop WILLIAMS, of Chichefter, to whom 
be dedicates his Book of Prayers. He was 
ſome time curate of Harley, before he became 
rector of that pariſh. On the death of the 
preceding incumbent, RICHARD Earl of BAA D- 
FOR p, patron of the living, hearing Mr. Jauxs 
ſpoken of reſpectfully by the pariſhioners, 
went one Sunday, in private, to hear him 
preach; and was ſo much pleaſed with his 
diſcourſe, that he preſented him to the Son - 
and made. him his chaplain. Mr. Jzxxs had 
alſo the living of Kenley, a ſmall village about 
two' miles diſtant from Harley, at both which 
churches he officiated alternately, the people of 


each pariſh uſually attending him. He kept 


no curate till old age and infirmities obliged 
him. He preached commonly without notes, 
and prayed \ without a form both before and 


after 


Ll 
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while he held the livings of Harley 
and Kenley together; and thus he ſa- 
tisfied his own well-informed and ten- 


r — der © 


after ſermon. I have heard (fays he) biſhops 


and dignitaries, and many doctors and divines 
of our Church, all very learned and pious, 


pray without the book, both before their ſermons _ 
and upon other occaſions, and with ſuch a 


rational and raiſed devotion, as hath been ſo 
far from being grating and offenſive, that it 


hath been very inſtruftive and edifying.” His 

people had a high reſpect and veneration for 

bim; with whom on proper occaſions he would 
de very eaſy and familiar, ſtill ring 
much authority over them. 


He. was remarkable for great contin and 


moderation towards worthy perſons of different 


religious perſuaſions ; ; of which, the editor of 


.. theſe Letters has in his poſſeſſion ſome extraor- 
dinary inſtances. He preached at Harley fifty 
fix years, and was allowed by the patron: to 


nominate his ſucceſſor, the Rev. Mr. Pains © 
TER, who reſembled him in Piety, 2. and 


| moderation. 


"Mr, Tavis d head Wed with; ie 


firſt wife's name Was Bavon, and related 


to 


HS * 


, 3 


der 3 and vindicated himſelf 
to the world for being a pluraliſt. 
The main thing to be feared (ſhould 

- | you 


to a family of that name in or near Ludlow : by 


whom he had two children, a ſon and a daugh- 


ter: the ſon died an infant, and the daughter 
married Mr. BRA DvBURNE of Wolfaſfton, near 
Shrewſbury, father of the late Jon BRap- 
BURNE, Eſq, of Cheſterton, near Bridgnorth. — 
His ſecond wife, whoſe maiden name was Hunr, 
was the widow of a clergyman 3 by whom 
he had no child. She was buried! in St. Chad's 
Church, Shrewſbury. 
Mr. Jenks, we are told, uſed to n 
himſelf in ſome little fancies: ſuch as his 
keeping his coffin by him many years, in 
which were two ſculls, one of which was a 
near relation's. It appears, that he made it a 
kind of wardrobe ; ſee his ſecond volume of 
Meditations, No. xcviii. But this was no very 
uncommon cuſtom, in thoſe times, practiſed in 
order to familiarize the thoughts of mortality, 
See the Liſe of Biſhop Kexx, and others. 
This worthy man died May 10th, 1724, in the 
stk year of his age; and, was buried in the 
15 chancel of Harley church; where is a neat 
monument 
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you accept this curacy) is, leſt your 
proper 1 having no ſervice in 
the morning, ſhould contract an ha- 
bit of en or miſpending the 
ſabbath. But I know you will cau- 
tion them on this head, and exhort 
and encourage them to go with you: 
and I hope and believe, they have ſuch 
a regard to you and the doctor, and 
ſo much ſenſe of —_— at leaſt 

2  _ decency, 


monument ' edict to his med; with his 
own arms, viz. argent, three boar's heads couped 
ſable, a chief indented of the laſt ; impaling 
Bavon of Aldon Court, in the county of Salop, 
VIZ, gules, a feſs, vafe, between three mullets 
. ; with this cpitaph inſcribed | 


Venerabilis Vir, Ben. Jenks. 

In hac ecclefia per 56 annos 
Docendo, vivendo, ſcribende, - 
Animis lucrandis ineubuit. - 

Tandem, Domino, vocante, . 
UE Servus, bonus et fidelis, 7, 
| - »; -Covlotmaturus! s 
Intravit in gaudium eternum 
' 10mo die Maii, A. D. 1724 
AXtatis ſuz 78, 


5 


* N % % A 8 . 5 
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decency, that this evil will not ariſe. 
It is an encouraging circumſtance, that 
the pariſh is ſo defirous of your ſer- 
vices. Upon the whole, your work 
will be much the ſame, as if you had 
a pariſh. in a large town, where ſome 
parts of it were as far diſtant from 
others as the two pariſhes of the 
Cheverels are. Tet me entreat you to 
be careful of your health, as walking 
home after preaching, and your lungs 
being yan by exerciſe, if the air be 
cold, may be injurious to you without 


great caution : walking to Great Che- 


verel, when the weather is. hot, and 


going immediately into a large cold 


church, may be equally prejudicial : 
and returning home late at night from 
funerals, may be worſe than either. 4 
know not what is the cuſtom of thoſe 
pariſhes ; but yau ought to make a 
point of having the funerals early. 
Laſt night, in the midſt of a thick 


o 5 
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ſnow and ſevere froſt, our vicar and 
his curate were burying two corpſes 
after five o'clock' by candle light. 
This ought not to be endured. You 
will excuſe theſe hints, as young 
miniſters do not always attend ſuffi- 
ciently to ſuch minutiæ. | 
If you find any ſerious or ables 
young men at Great Cheverel, I ſuppoſe 
you will join them to the little ſociety 
which you have already formed in 
your other pariſh, as they will not 
think it much trouble to come fo ſhort 
a way to meet them. Or, if that can- 
not be done, perhaps they might be 
engaged to meet together on a Sunday 
evening, in their own village, for read- 
ing and religious converſation ; eſpe- 
cially, if you can. find ſome prudent 
and experienced. chriſtian there, who 
will ee over, and 1 them. 
. 1 ſabmiit 


* Such a 3 uuns fact in 1556 next patiſh: 
of . W one David SAUNDERS, 
EE 7 yy | 


NEE flock ; as then they will expect you: 


aa men ro 1 5 


1 ſubmit it to your conſideration, whe- 
ther it would not be adviſeable to fix 
on a tated day weekly to viſit your new 


and 


a poor honeſt Deptt: who had acquired a 

ſurprizing knowledge of the ſcriptures, readineſs 
in prayer, and ſpiritual converſation. He uſed 
to keep his bible in the thatch of his hut on. 
Saliſbury-plain ; by reading which, and prayer, 
he ſeemed to keep up a conſtant: communion | 
with God. — The editor has been moſt agreeably 

reminded of this extraordinary man, by reading 
Mrs. Hannan Moztz's pleaſing little tract, 
called “ The Shepherd of Saliſbury- plain,” | 
price one penny. Sold by S. HAzAR b, printer 
to the Cheap Repoſitory for religious and moral 


Tracts, at Bath. The firſt perſon he met with, 


as he was riding into the village of | Chewerel. to 
ſettle in that curacy, was this ſhepherd : who 
told him, in a converſation he had with him 
ſome time after, that taking the ſtranger to be 
the miniſter expected there, he could not help 
repeating to himſelf thoſe words of St. Paul. 
Rom. x. 15. How beautiful are the feet of 
them that preach the goſpel of peace, and 5 
glad ex of _ net BG 
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and 1 hope diſpoſe their buſineſs ſo, 
that they may be more at leiſure to 
receive you. You will, I doubt not, 
take notice ( particular, tender notice) 
of their children ; enquire if they have 
learned their catechiſm, aſk them a 
few queſtions in it, which will giye 
you a natural opportunity of dropping 
ſome hints of encouragement, In the 
fame view, you will aſk them what 
text-you preached on the preceding 
Sunday, and- whether they remember 
any thing which you then ſaid. This 
will give you a handle to remind them 
of what they ſhould have particularly 
attended to and obſerved; engage their 
attention another time; and inoffen- 
fively admoniſh and inſtruct their pa- 
rents, and others of the family, who 
may be preſent ; who ſometimes are 
but larger children in knowledge and 
underſtanding, and need milk as much 
as the leſs. — You will ſometimes call 
„„ upon 
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upon the old incumbent, ſhew him all 
proper reſpec ; and you may, perhaps, 
have an opportunity of ſuggeſting a 
ſeaſonable hint to him, without giving 
him offence: for many teachers need 
to be taught. 5 
As Providence hath led you into 
a ſphere of double ſervice, I have no 
doubt but you will double your dili- 
gence and your prayers: in which I 
heartily concur, that you may have a 
double portion of the Spirit of your 
divine Mafter, and that his ſtrength 
= may be ſufficient for you. 10 
There is no book I have ſo often 
| PS as CorBET's Self-employment in 
Secret.* Tt is always upon my deſk ; 
it is my vade-mecum in travelling; it 
is by my bed-fide in fickneſs. LI can 
A new edition of this book was s printed i in 
1772, by the Rev. WILLIAM Unwin, M. A. 


rector of Stock cum Ramſden, Eſffex. Sold by J. 
and F. RrvIxc rox, St. Paul's Church * 


: price Kepence 1 


4 
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read a little i in this, whan. I can read 
nothing elſe: it is the beſt manual I 
know for a chriſtian and a miniſter. - 
His prudential maxims are excellent, 
founded on much experience and 
knowledge of mankind: and bating 
a few phraſes, common in thoſe days, 
but awkward now, there is great 
ſprightlineſs and ſtrength in it. It is 
indeed, (as Mr. Hows: in his preface. 
calls it) ©. the anatomy of his heart: 
and happy the heart, that can trace 
its image in itſelf! It will furniſh 
excellent materials for addreſſing con- 
ſcience, and directing your hearers to 
judge of their ſpiritual ſtate, and: 
preaching experimentally, which is the, | 
life and ſoul of preaching. : 
I hope your zeal in Lifpoling of 
the Books * you * of, was Judi- | 


cious. 


* Two SET books. the editor met with Ng. 


in a parochial viſit, _ which were n 
by others. | 
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cious. Some ſuch books, though con- 


taining bad divinity, may be curious 


in an hiſtorical view, or throw ſome 


light into ſome parts of antiquity; and 
therefore deſerve to be read and kept. 


J have often picked up a pearl from a 
dunghill, and fo am leſs curious in 


my choice of books to read, than many 
others; and, indeed, than I ought to 


be, had I leſs time for reading. Some 


valuable anecdotes from 3 very 
trifling books, have made my ſermons 


more entertaining and inſtructive than 
otherwiſe they would have been: there- 
fore it may be well to run over an 


indifferent book before it be ſlaugh- | 


tered. An Index Expurgazorins 1 is a 
dangerous thing. 


Fg ct 
1 


I am your faithful 
friend and 3 


JOB ORTON. 


LETTER 
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LETTER IV. 
Bien 31K, 

ek 30, 1772. 

= AM 2 of your ſecond curacy, 

as it enlarges your work, rather than 
as it increaſeth your wages. I was 
lately reading of a clergyman in your 
county, who had two ſmall livings, at 
which he officiated as you purpoſe 
doing. He went to the weak and old 
at each place; and the firong followed 

him reciprocally. = 

The plan of your introductory : 
diſcourſe, which you ſent me, of not 
ſeeking theirs, but them, 2 Cor. Xii. 14. 
is extremely pertinent and good. A 
ſermon on the Spring, a few Sundays 
hence, as illuſtrating the ſpread of the 
goſpel in the world — and the progreſs 
and nature of a work of grace in the 
pa — and the reſurrection of the 


dead, 
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dead, may be very Ariking and uſe- 
ful. See Mark iv. 26—29. Iſaiah 
XXVi. 19. | Solomon's Song ii. 11, 12. 
Men love ſermons that come home to 
their buſineſs and boſoms. 

I am very ſenſible of your weight 
of buſineſs : but you will not be diſ- 
heartened, eſpecially as you will, I 
hope, more and more ſee (in the mer- 
cantile ſtyle) that it anſwers very well. 
You know who could do all things « 
Rotgw Oe pus], Phil. iv. 13. and there 


| + Your eyes will be continually directed. 


Even St. Paul could not do without 
that: and with that, who cannot do ? 


I know not what to ſay about ex 


temporary preaching. It may on ſome | 
accounts be deſirable and uſeful : but I 
dare not encourage it in young divines. 


1 never knew an inſtance of it, but the 


preacher was careleſs in his ftudies, 
ſlovenly and incorrect in his diſcourſes; 
and fig the habit of accurate com- 


poſing, 
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| poſing, could never recover it after- 
wards. Tet I would by no means 
deſire you to confine yourſelf entirely 
to your notes. When a thought ſtrikes 
you, or ſomething in your ſermon ſeems 


to ſtrike your hearers, you may add a 


few ſentences, as you find matter 
arifing in your mind: and if you are 
thoroughly maſter of your ſubject, and 
have a good deal of your ſermon, eſpe- 
cially the application of it, committed 
to memory, thus much will be eaſy, - 
and you will not heſitate and appear 
at a loſs. - But ſuppoſe you preach at 
your new church, ſermons which you 
have delivered at Litile Cheverel half a 
year ago; not exactly as wrote, but 
commit the ſubſtance, every leading 
thought, and the texts which you 
have introduced into them, to memo- 
ry, and then enlarge pro re natd. Or, 
you may compoſe and write out one 
new ſermon every week, and let it 5s 


— 


%% „„ 


preached at your churches alternately; 
and then on the other part of the day, 
have at the other church, your plan, 
texts, and leading thoughts only writ- 
ten down, and diſcourſe to your people 
from them. So that each place will 
have a compleat, and a kind of extem- 
porary diſcourſe alternately. But then, 
if you do this as it ought to be done, 
it will very little leſſen your labour: 
for it will require as much pains in 
ſtudying your plan, texts, and ſubor- 
dinate thoughts, and putting them 
down, as in writing a ſermon at large. 
But let me caution you, never to ven- 
ture without a finiſhed diſcourſe in 
your pocket, leſt any indiſpoſition of 
your own, or cireumſtance relating to 
the congregation, ſhould diſqualify. 
you for ready conception and utter- 
awe”: 1 have known ſo many m_ 


e d once, and never but once, ven- 
tured into the pulpit without a finiſhed diſcourſe 
Fw To | in 


L. 4 YOUNG CLERGYMAN. 311 


ters become 1njudicious and unaccept- 
able by a careleſs habit of compoſing, 
or rather of not compoſing at all, in 
their younger days, and in ſmall 
country places, that I make theſe con- 
ceſſions, guarded as they are, with 
fear. The other extreme is beſt for a 
young divine to err in. Beſides, there 
is no way by which you will ſo ſpeedi- 
ly and effectually increaſe your fund 
of theological knowledge, as by accu- 
._ _ rats. compoſureg. Thus you will ſtudy 
your ſubject carefully, viewing and 
examining it on every fide ; conſult- 
ing all the commentators you may 
have upon your text and parallel 
places, and reading what other divines 
38 writings you AY. be poſleſſed 
1 

in dis m The canſequizce Was, that on a 
neighbouring gentleman's coach coming, unex- 
pectedly, very late to church, it threw him into 


2 great a confuſion, as to oblige him to con- 
clude his diſcourſe rather * Ye : 


. 4. 


32 
of) have ſaid upon the ſubject. So 
that were you to read nothing for a 
whole week, but what you would read 
in this method (except hiſtory, claſſics, 
&c. by way of relaxation) J ſhould 
commend your diligence, and ſay, you | 
had kept to the good maxim, Hoc age. 
J am glad to hear of the encou- 
ragement you meet with. How 
happy are you in having ſuch oppor- 
tunities of Preaching to thoſe, to whom 
the goſpel (in our view of it) i is a kind 

of novelty. Our diſſenters, in general, 
have heard of it, till they nauſeate it: 
ſio that there is little hope of its doing 
them any good. This leads ſo many 
of our divines to try what Philoſophy 
and abſtract repreſentations of virtue 
will do, without the peculiarities of 
the goſpel. But if they do good, it 
is more than J ever ſaw or heard of. 


God is wiſer than men. And if his 


= remedies will not Go, men 's will not; 


5 0 N and 
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8. of 
and the diſeaſe is incurable. However 
we muſt go on to try them, and wait 
on him bor ſücceſdu. s) 

I᷑ found lately, in the nid of i iny 
reading, mention made of a Mr. Row- 

LAND |STEDMAN, a native of Shrop- 
ſhire, who, in 1662, gave up his living 
of 30ol. per annum, at Oakingham, 
Berkſhire, becauſe he could not com- 
ply with the terms then required; 
who was an excellent preacher, and 
the author of ſeveral practical treatiſes. 
Is he an anceſtor or relative of your's?? 
ros. N. dtn 1 aſſure 


He was b at c in the pariſh of 
Diddlebury, in Shropſhire, 1630; admitted a 
commoner of Baliol College, Oxford, March 1 3, 
1647, and the year following removed to Uni- 
werſity College. In 1655, he took his maſter's 
degree, and ſoon afterwards became miniſter of 
Hanwell, near Brentford, Middleſex ; where con- 
tinuing till 1660, he removed to Oakingham, in 
Berkſhire, and from thence was ejected for non- 
conformity. He was afterwards chaplain to 
Paitie Lerd WHrarToN, died" at his Lord. _ 
"Py s 


J affure you I ſhould think fuch a 

divine and confeſſor an honour to my 
name and family, and I believe you 
will think it ſo to your's. — Of another 
pious miniſter J read, that he found his 
labours had little effect upon his own 
| pariſhioners, but much upon his oc - 
ſional and accidental hearers. Of an- 
other, that being complained of by a 
neighbouring clergyman, for drawing 
- away his pariſhioners on a Sunday, he 
anſwered, ©©' IT have preached them 
Here, let him, if he will, preach them 
back again.” Old Biſhop LaTimER 


told ſuch a complaining divine —— 
| * 8 | ene 


ſhip s ſeat at 8 near Beaconsfold, Bucks, 
Sept. 14, 1673, and lies buried in the church 
there. See Wood's Athena Oxonienſes, Wali II. p. 
381. and Lyſons's Environs of London, Vol. II. 
p. 554. — The editor believes he was nearly | 
related to his great-grandfather Mr. John Sted- 
nan, who lived at Corfion, and was buried in 
the church at ald, * 1699, =tatis 


| ſue 43. 


* Feed your flock beter and then 
they won't ſtray. Such hints as 
theſe, from eminent and experienced 
_ miniſters, have always a great weight 
on my mind. In reading che lives of 
eminent men, you will do well to in- 
ſert in a pocket-book, or vade-· mecum, 
any hints of ſtories, v facts, or rerarke, 
which you would wiſh to femember, 
or would be proper 0 quote in ſer- 
mons or converſation, Unis your 
memory be much better than mine 
ever was, forty; Bad this — 


D 25 5 I | 


* —— bel thels tories, and Tenne 
_ of others, according av His teat invites him g for 
them alſo men heed and remember better than ex- 
hortations; which-though earneſi, Jet often die 
with the ſermon; e ſpecially with country peo- 
ple; which are thick;” and heavy, aud herd to 
ralſe to à point of zeal and ferveheꝝ, and need a 


| mountain Tran them 3) but gere c 1 


H ER * * $ Country Parke. 


— 
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il congratulate you on the approach 
of Spring, when every ſcene will be 
enlivened around you, and a country 
village will become a kind of paradiſe. 
It gives me pleaſure to think what 
favourable opportunities of uſefulneſs 
you will have in your rural walks, to 
ſee your farmers and ſhepherds at 
work, and talking with them and their 
ſervants about their occupations, in an 
eaſy and natural way, grafting ſome 
religious hints upon it, directing them 
to ſpiritualize their labours, and riſe to 
God, and Chriſt, and heaven, by their 
common occurrences. And while you 
exhort them in the words of Solo- 
"MON, to be diligent to know the 
Nate of their flocks, and to look well 
to their herds,” (Prov. xxvii. 23.) you 
will, like a, good ſhepherd, take the 

f kint yourſelf. — May the dews of di- 
vine grace be largely diffuſed into you 
and Ec Hock, , that you may be 

adorned 
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adorned with all the beauty of chriſt- 


1an graces, and abound in all As. 
fruits of righteouſneſs ! | 


TI am your affe&ticnate, 
and faithful humble ſervant, 
' JOB ORTON. | 


03 LETTER 
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LETTER V. 


DEAR sin, 
. 10, 1772. 
bye RY death of the old incumbent 
© of Great-Cheverel, is an affecting leſſon 
to the laity, but eſpecially to the. 
clergy ; which I pray God they may 
lay ſeriouſly to heart. I wiſh you may 
be (continued in the curacy, provided 
the new rector ſhould not chooſe to 
reſide. Fellows of colleges, who have 
been many years immured in their 
colleges, are not always the moſt fit 
perſons to be pariſh prieſts; not 
knowing well how to preach, or con- 
verſe, or behave to common people; 
except they have a heart truly ſerious, 
and that will make up every other 
defect in country places. 
| I am * you are pleaſed with 
the 
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the two volumes of CLuszz's* Tracts, 


_ which I deſigned for your ſervice, and No 


beg your acceptance of them. His 
ſermon before the Sons of the Clergy 
at Ipſwich, and the Letter to a Young 
Clergyman, are very excellent. His 
tract on Infant Baptiſm is ſenſible and 
clear, and the others are entertaining, 
and indeed uſeful ; for they expoſe the 
folly of many writers, eſpecially. on 
ſubjects of antiquity, and indeed of 
| ſome of the clergy, who ſpend too 
much of their time in ſuch ſtudies. 
I know not what Hiſtory: of Eng- 
land to recommend to you. Some 


are ſo large, ſome ſo ſhort; and ſome 


0. partial, it is hard to ſay which is 
beſt, or which is good. A general 
acquaintance with our hiſtory is very 
deſirable. But it is of great import- 
ance to be acquainted: with ſome pe- 
riods cans it, ere, the reſormati- 

| £019. © De IT.» br 


78 Rector of vage. in Sufi: 
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on, will wars, and revolution. I know 
none better than BuRNnET's Abridg- 
ment of the Reformation; and his Hiſtory 
of his own Times. WELwooD's Memoirs 
is a good abridgment of our hiſtory 


from James I. to King Wilkam. I have 


heard a good character of Gol p- 


 8MiTH's Hiſtory, but have not ſeen it. 


But I would principally recommend to 
you to get ſome books of biography ; 
eſpecial ly the Briti/h Biography, which 
is very full and cheap, and the beſt 
thing of the kind I have ſeen. This 
will give you a good acquaintance with 
our hiſtory in general, with particular 

perſons and their writings, and above 
all, will furniſh you with many little 
anecdotes and ſtories to inſert in your 
ſermons, which will entertain and edify 


your hearers: There is a book which | 


J would recommend to you, as ex- 
tremely uſeful in this view, called 
ne Triumphs of Faith,” printed for 
| Dill. Price half a crown. 


Iam 
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TIT am reading again BENNET's 
Chriſtian Oratory, T ſuppoſe for about 
the tenth time. 'I hope you have got 
that book. I know not a better for 
any chriſtian, eſpecially divines; as it 
contains ſo much devotion, piety, good 
ſenſe, chriſtian experience, and great 
candour, carrying nothing to an ex- 
„ 1 


I am your faithful 1 
1 OB ORTON. | 
| P. 8. Dr. Apams ſpent two hours 


with me lately in his way home from 
London .and Oxford. His behaviour 


was perfectly candid and obliging. He 


left your tutor Mr. GRIFFITH, well at 
5 e ne | | 


en 


LETTER 


LETTERS TO A 


n ee 


DEAR SIR ; 

— 19, 1772. 
ber e warts you 
long ago, had not my great weakneſs 
prevented me, owing to which, I was 
obliged to drop all correſpondence, 
but what I could carry « on in ſhort- 

hand. 
I thank you * your very kind and 
friendly letter, and all the encourage- 
ments and conſolation it ſuggeſts. It 
is not only a proof of your friendſhip 
to me, but an evidence, that the 
Lord hath given you the tongue of the 
learned, to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to 
them that are weary; and in that 
view it gave me peculiar pleaſure. 
The long continued dry and hot wea- 
ther we have had, tho' ſo favourable to 
a8 „ the 
© Iſaiah 1. 4. | 


Le 6. YOUNG CLERGYMAN. | 43 


the earth; was in 5 urious to me; weak 


ened my little ſtrength, and quite took 


away my ſpirits. I have been in a very 
languiſhing ſtate, fince the end of June. 
Within a week paſt I have been con- 
fiderably revived ; tho' I have, and 
ſhall have, returns of my diſorder, and: 
my nerves continue in a moſt ſhattered 
condition: nor can I expect they wilk - 
be much better, till we have cooler 
weather.—My mind hath indeed been 
in a glaomy ftate ; which I doubt not, 
as your very kind letter ſuggeſts, is 
much. owing to my corporal diſorder; 

but when eternity ſeems juſt in view, 
conſcience awakens and alarms ; youth- 
ful fins, which have been deeply and 
daily mourned over before God, ap- 
Pear yet exceeding ſinful ; and the fins 
of a profeſſor and a miuifier, appear 
peculiarly heinous. A thouſand de- 
fects and negligences in miniſterial 
OE, and FOOTE in the para 


Care, 


. — 1 6. 


care, appear then great ſins. You 
read my writings, and ſee my outſide 
only; but know not © the plague of 
my heart, the ſad remains of cor- 


ruptions and ſenſual affections, diſtract- 


ed, cold devotions, and little, languid 
love and zeal. Let it hath been the 


main buſineſs of my life to do good, 


and I think my governing principle, 


to ſerve the Lord Chriſt. Worldly 
wealth, honour,+ pleaſure, and ap- 


plauſe, I never ſought. I have been 
endeavouring to ſerve my fellow-crea- 


| tures while I had ability, and have been 


attempting it in my preſent ſtate of 
filence, weakneſs, and obſcurity ; ; and 


tho conſcious of innumerable imper- 


fections, 


1 Kings viii. - "FTA 
. + A degree of Doctor in Divinity had been 


conferred upon Mr. Oa rox many years pre- 


viouſly t to his deceaſe, but he would never per- 
mit himſelf to be addreſſed by that title, or 
prefix it to any of his writings.—— Account by 
Kirri, i in the Biograp. * vol. v. 
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fections, this affords me ſome comfort. 
I have ſometimes a chearful hope; at 


other times it is weak and wavering ; 


and thoſe fears, which have torment, 
prevail.* But in the darkeſt ſeaſons, 
I keep looking and crying to God for 
his pardon and help; that he would 
diſcover to me any latent hypocriſy or 
fin ; and if he ſeeth it good, dart a ray 
of light and peace into my ſoul. I 
place no dependence upon any works 
or worthineſs of my own, but lie at the 
foot of the croſs, as a humble, penitent 
believer, and fixing all my dependence 
e —1 write theſe things partly 
1 | for 
WY Jon i iv. 5% 
+ Sir Joux Ha wins, in his Life of Dr. 
 Jonungon, gives us the following account of that 
excellent man.—* In a viſit, which I made him, 
in conſequence of a_very peeling requeſt to ſee 
me, I found him labouring under great dejection 


of mind. He bade me draw near him, and ſaid 
he wanted to enter into a ſerious converſation 


with © 


„ e 4.6 


for your warning, partly for your en- 
couragement; but chiefly that you 
may the better know how to pup for 


—_—. 


with 5 and, upon my expreſſing a williagneb 
to join in it, he, with a look that cut me to the 
| heart; tol& me, that he had the profpect of death 
before him, and that he dreaded: to meet his 


Saviour I Could not but be aſtoniſhed at ſuch 


a declaration, and adviſed him, as I had done 
once before, to reflect on the courſe of his life, 
and the ſervices he had rendered to the caufe of 
- religion and virtue, as well by his example, as 
his writings ; to which he anſwered, that he had 

written as a philoſopher, but had not lived: like 
one. In the eſtimation of his offences, he reaſon- 
eld thus — © Every man knows his own fins, 
and alſo, what grace he has reſiſted. But, to 
< thoſe of others, and the circumſtances under 

* which they were committed, he is a ftranger : 
d he is, therefore, to look on himſelf as the 
@ greateſt ſinner he knows of.” At the con- 
-cluſion of this argument, which he ſtrongly en- 
Forced, he uttered this paſſionate exclamation — 
Shall I, who have been a teacher of others, 
46 * myſelf be AO. we Life, p- 563. | 
* Some- 
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me. I with to know more clearly (and 


God can, if he ſees good, flow me) 


how far the body darkens the proſ- 


Pects of the ſoul, or how far remain 
ing corruptions and failings occaſion 
anxious fears. I daily. pray, © Shew 


me wherefore thou contendeſt with 
me.” Job x. 2. And I hope, God 
wilt not deny a\ — which his 
word and ſpirit dictate. I rejoice that 
your bow abides in ſtrength, and that 
you have any encouragement in your 
labours. FO the Lord inoreaſe it! 
What 


« 8 HT of a melancholy and Fear: | 
ful temper, who yet have lived in all good con- 


feience, and whofe conduct, in every relation, 
has been ſingularly good, have fallen into ſuch 
an opinion of themſelves as hath embittered all 
their comforts, and made their very lives a bur- 


den to them. They have thought themſelves, 


| what no one elſe could think them, the vileſt of 
ſinners ; and have gone mourning all their days, 
when they have had the higheſt reaſon Sor 18 8 
content, and 1 hope.” 


%. 
— * 
423 
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What glorious harveſt weather! 1 
hope you will preach your people a 
Harveſt Sermon. What think you of 
Iſaiah ix. 3. (middle clauſe) for a text, 
which plainly refers to the goſpel ? 
See ver. 1, 2. The joy of harveſt 
oreat—reaſonable, on account of plen- 
ty - good weather — freedom from 
enemies. — But joy of the goſpel 
greater — better bleſſings, relating to 
the ſoul and eternity — bought and 
purchaſed by Chriſt — freely beſtowed, 
&c.— All ſhould rejoice in ſuch a goſ- 
pel— eſpecially | thoſe who have felt 
its power. Excuſe theſe hints. : 
This is the longeſt letter I have 
written for ſome time: and. indeed 
writing at any time, eſpecially now, is 
ann W 35 ol gile 
Is am, dearfir, | | 

pour faithful friend, 

and humble ſervant, 


JOB ORTON. 


1 
4 
- 
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5 b VII. 


2 DEAR SIR, 


| Oktober 16, 079% 
M- long illneſs this ſummer 


ew me ſo much behind hand with 
my correſpondents, that 1 have not 
yet been able to recover that punctu- c 


| ality, which I ſhould be glad to main- 


tain. JI bleſs God I have been in 


better health and ſpirits for three 
weeks paſt, than for three months be- 


fore, and indeed am now as well as I 


ever expect to be. But the wetneſs 
of the ſeaſon is a hindrance to my 
riding, walking, writing, every thing. 


My mind is freer from tormenting 
fears ; but either theſe bad nerves, or 
ſomething worſe, deprive me of thoſe 
comfortable hopes I wiſh to enjoy. 
But the divine Phyſician, whoſe regi- 
men is always right, may ſee it beſt to 

VOL. 1. . keep 
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keep ſome of his patients /ow. They 
may not bear a higher diet: probably 
the health of the ſoul may be beſt 

: promoted by it; and then all will be 
well 1 in the iſſue. 

I rejoice in your encouragement in 
vs paſtoral viſits. You have, I think, 
gone as far as you prudently. can at 
_ firſt. As your intimacy with your 

people increaſes, they will be more 
open in converſation with you, and 
then you may properly put particular 
queſtions to them. For inſtance: 
e Do you pray in ſecret? With a 
form, and what form? or without? 
So as to family prayer.— Tour method 
of lending books, &c. is very uſeful, as 
it will furniſh you with ſome natural 
queſtions about their attention and 
improvement; which will not appear 
forced and lugged-in, and ſo not ter- 
_ rify them, nor appear impertinent in 
| your lt would be well to. pray with 
*.. 
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families, wherever you think it can 
prudently be done; and hints may be 
dropped in prayer inoffenſively, which 
may ſhew them their duty. Mr. 
HENRY faith, Prayer may preach.” 
And I have often found perſons ob- 
ſerving and improving ſuch hints, 
which could not be given in an addreſs 
to them without danger of offence.“ 
But caution is neceſſary.- here, not to 
let them ſee too plainly what you 
think of their ſtate. This may 
be dangerous both ways. Petiti- 
ons grounded on the treachery of 
the heart, the frequency and danger 
of ſelf-deceit, and for divine ſearch, 
illumination, and guidance, are 
always proper and uſeful; except 
you. have reaſon to believe your 

E 2 friends 


21 have often (ſays one) learnt my duty 
from Mr. Ox rox's prayers: when he had 
been on a viſit at his houſe, and joined with 
him in his family worſhip.-K1ee18's Account. 
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friends are eſtabliſhed chriſtians. Even 
common appellations, as thy ſervant, 
thy handmaid, may in ſome caſes do 
harm, as you know, and will know, 
how prone perſons are to catch at any 
ſhadow of hope without penitence and 
faith. This perſon, or this our friend, is 
leſs dangerous language.—It is good 
to pray "particularly for children and 
ſervants in a family. This pleaſes and 
edifies them, and may ſuggeſt uſeful 
hints to them and their ſuperiors : but 
to be too particular is wrong. —T think 
it a very uſeful way to enquire of the 

younger children, whether they remem- 
ber the text of the laſt Sunday's ſer- 
mon, (as their parents ſhould be deſired 

to teach it them:) and of the elder. 

children, whether they remember any 
thing of the ſermon. When they 
expect ſuch an enquiry, they will be 
more attentive, and then you may fa- 
miliarly talk over ſomething of the 


ſermon - 
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ſermon with them, particularly what 
was moſt ſuited, to their capacity and 

circumſtances, I aſſure you, I have 
often learned much from the anſwers 
of little children to ſuch queries; learn- 
ed what part of a ſermon they beſt 
underſtood, were affected with, what 
kind of ſentiments or language ſtruck 
them; and ſo knew. how better to 
preach to children, that is, to nine parts 
in ten of every auditory; for ſo many 
are children in underſtanding. —70 elt 
over with them any remarkable occurrence | 
in the pariſh or neighbourhood, as ths 
death of a child — ſudden death — the 
ſeaſon of the year — or uncommog 
phoenomena—may be uſeful ; or ſome- _ 
times to give each a text of ſcripture _ 
(always a ſhort one) to remember and 
think of againſt the next meeting, and 
then talk it over with them; eſpeci- 
ally a text ſuited to any particular 
failing in hems or circumſtance of 
"TR . | their 
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their family —as againſt lying, idle- 
neſs, love of finery, or ſlovenlineſs — 
ſleeping at church — or playing on the 
ſabbath ; or ſuppoſe once in a year 
you were to preach a ſermon to child- 
ren, and give notice of it the preceding 
Sunday. — To have your notes with 
you in the pulpit, yet to enlarge, as 
occaſion may require, is beſt. When 
pious, pertinent thoughts ariſe, purſue 
them, as far as you find matter flow 
eaſily. Application i is the life and ſoul 
of preaching : warm addreſſes, accord- 
ing to your hearers' different -charac- 
ters, ſtations and circumſtances, will 
be uſeful.— After your paſtoral viſits 
or catechiſing, keep hints of what you 
learn and obſerve, which may direct 
the ftrain or pointing of your publick 
diſcourſes. Teaching is one of the beſt 
ways of learning: and there is in a 
miniſter's work, as in matter, action 
, and reaction. His own ſoul and his 
people's 
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people's will thus be reciproeally 1 in- 
fluenced. — Perhaps nothing is more 
neceſſary, than frequently and: plainly 
to caution perſons, eſpecially the ſick, 
againſt laying. an undue ſtreſs on, the Lord's 
Supper, having wrong notions of it, 
and expecting from it, what it was 
never deſigned to produce or convey. 
I have known ſome worthy clergymen 
complain of their great embaraſſment 
in this reſpet. And as it is very 
grievous to have any thing like arguing 
and diſputing with the ſick and dying, 
this | ſhould often :be done in the pul- 
pit and converſation when they are 

well. But enough of theſe ſubjects. 
J am truly concerned on account df 
Dri: 'STONHOUSE'S mournful accounts | 
from India, and very tenderly ſympa- 
thize with him under this ſevere trial; 
knowing how much a perſon of his de- 
licate frame and irritable nerves, muſt 
E 4 ſuffer 
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ſuffer by ſo unexpected an event.“ 
But I pray and hope, that God will 
ſupport him, and enable him ſtill to 
go on with his Maſter's work. An 


| acceſſion of ſ{#ritual children, bejotten 


in Chriſt Jeſus by the goſpel preached 
by him, will be his beſt relief and 
cordial under this heavy affliction ; and 
in the proſpe&t and hope of this, I 
truſt he will perſevere. God often 


calls his miniſters to peculiar trials, 


that he may exhibit them as examples 
of patience, meekneſs, ſerenity, and 
even chearfulneſs, and lead them to 
recommend and enforce their publick 
exhortations thereby. It is good to 
have this in our thoughts in our af- 
flicted ſeaſons, and to do honour to 
our religion and profeſſion, by a re- 
ſemblance to our divine Maſter. To 


5 75 his aſſiſtance, compaſſion, and Bleſſing 


1 . recommend him. . 2H 
You 
| M The ao of his 3 | 
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Tou will do well to make Mo- 
SHEIM'S Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, tranſlated 
from the Latin, by MacLains, fami- 
| Har to you, as it is I think the beſt on 
the ſubject: and Dr. JoRTIN, who was 

an excellent judge of a book of that 
kind, commends it as the moſt honeſt, 
impartial, and comprehenſive of any he 
had met with.?“ 
' You have my beſt wiſhes and 
prayers for your good ſucceſs. 


I am your affectionate friend, &. 
"ay OB ORTON. 


* 1 Compendium, ſays Bp. Wan- 
BURTON, is excellent, the method admirable, 
in ſhort, the only one deſerving the name of an 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. =— As a Compendium, 
the editor prefers Dr GR RCOR T's Hiftory of the 

_ Chriftian Charch from the earlieſt periods to the 
 freſent time; two volumes, octavo, printed for 

| KEARSLEY) Fleet frect. | : 


- 


LETTER 
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LETTER VIII. 
DEAR SIR, 


8 Ir gave me great pleaſure to 
receive a letter from you with ſo much 
ſhort-hand in it, as it ſhewed me you 
had applied cloſely to it, and that with 
a little daily care you will ſoon be 
maſter of it. You muſt make your- 
ſelf thoroughly acquainted with the 
prepoſitions, terminations, and ſymbo- 
lical and arbitrary marks, as well as 
the meaning of the alphabet. You 
will find it of ſignal uſe to yourſelf in 
ſaving time and labour, and making 
your correſpondence with ſome of 
your friends more eaſy: and for want 
of it, you are ſpoiling a good hand, 
and uſing yourſelf to ſo many abbre- 
viations, that it is not eaſy to read 


them. 
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them. I hope T ſhall not puzzle you 
too much with what I now ſend. | 
| Your ftory of the good woman at 
Great Cheverel is delightful, and full of 
inſtruction. It ſhews how abſurd, un- 
grounded, uncharitable, and wicked it 
is, to ſay of pariſhes and congregations 
where the goſpel, in our view of it, 
hath not been preached, ©© There is 
no religion there—not one ſerious per- 
ſon — not one pious ſoul.” See eren 
i. 46—48. 22 . 
I am ſenfible, that too many peo- 
ple have ſtrange and dangerous notions 
of the Lord's Supper: and I ſee not 
what can be done, but 0 endeavour to 
give them juſter and better notions 
of it. It may not be amiſs, whenever 
you adminiſter that ordinance, to have 
ſomething in your ſermon adapted to 
rectify their miſtakes, as well as to 
warm their hearts, and confirm good 
reſolutions. A collection of texts for 
5 this 
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this purpoſe may be made in the courſe 
of your reading. But I need not ſay 
to you, that the ſubjects of your diſ- 
courſes on theſe occaſions ſhould be 
peculiarly evangelical; ſomething re- 
lating to Chriſt, his undertaking, de- 
ſign, death, love, and the like. 

A ſet of yearly ſermons to young 
people, to parents and children (which 
you have thoughts of preaching, and 
of which you aſk my advice) may 
probably have this inconvenience at- 
tending it, that in a few years you 
may be at a loſs for freſh materials. 
It may be done very well for a year or 
two. But it ſeems to me a better 
way, to introduce theſe ſubjects by 
preaching upon ſome ſcripture hiſ- 
tories: as for inſtance, what is ſaid of 
Abraliam's commanding his children 
and houſehold to keep the way of the 
Lord; of Jaſtua's reſolution to ſerve 
| * Lord with his houſe; of David's 
inſtructions 
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inſtructions to his ſon Solomon, and the 
like; the early piety of Joſeph, Obadiah, 
Jabez, Solomon, Timothy, and eſpecially 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Theſe hiſtories | 
are ſtriking, and will at once explain 
and'enforce the duties you recommend z 

and ſo with regard to all other re- 
lative duties. — ſee no objection to 
the ſpecimen you ſent me of your diſ- 


courſe on Chriſt the pearl of price, Matt. 


xiii. 45, 46. only let me recommend 
it to you to be careful, that when you 
handle a metaphorical ſubject, you do 
not ſtrain it too far; but keep as 
much as poſſible to the preciſe idea of 
the inſpired writer. You will obſerve 
in the courſe of your reading, how 
often metaphors and figures are ming- 
led and confounded ; and by ſome ' 

good writers too, for want of keeping 5 
one ſingle preciſe idea always in their 
mind. You will excuſe, I know, theſe 
hints, A little habit and practice will 
0 make 
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. make it eaſy to you to avoid ſuch er- 


rors. . Your Cheverel peaſants. may not | 


perceive them, but a clergyman ſhould 
ſtrive ſo to write and ſpeak, as to be 
intelligible to the plaineſt ; to give no 
| cauſe of cenſure to the judicious, or 

ill-natured criticks ; and to be . 
able to all. 

Jou obſerve, FTA Biſhop Crar- 
TON, in his Letters to his Nephew, re- 
commends MARSHALL's Sermons, as 
preferable to SHERLOCK's and Ar- 
TERBURY'S for pathos, and for lively 
and warm applications. Upon ſeeing 
this recommendation, I bought the 

three volumes; but am much diſap- 
pointed in them. They. are very 
judicious, and ſome of them very 
ſerious; the language 1 is neat and ele- 

gant : but the main thing which they 
appear to me to want, is that very 
thing for which the biſhop recom- 
mends them, But his ideas of appli- 
cation 
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cation and mine very widely differ. 
However, I am reading them with 
great pleaſure, and I hope ſome bene 
fit; though 1 Howes not chooſe to 
preach in his ſtrain. 

Have you ever ſeen and read 
Jenks s Meditations? * If you have 
not, I ſuppoſe you may borrow them 
of Dr. STonHouss. They are very 
ſerious and excellent things, on a great 
variety of ſubjects: almoſt each of 
which contains "= ſubſtance and heads 
of a ſermon, and will furniſh excellent 
materials for your compoſitions. for the 
pulpit ; though his ſtyle is none of 
the beſt. MERIVALE'S Daily Deve- 
tions for tue Cloſet, I have, and think 
them excellent. The author was a 
moſt worthy, learned, and Poe man, 
| a native 


' ® In two volumes octavo, printed for R1- | 
| wanne St. Paul's Church- yard. | 

F Price two ſhillings, printed for Buck- 
LAND, in nen | 


- 
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2 native of Northampton, and of the 
ſame claſs with me at the academy, 
and afterwards divinity-tutor at the 
academy at Exeter. —SANDERCOCK'S 
Sermons, in two volumes, are lively, 
judicious, ſerious, and familiar. 
Had you looked into your lexicons 
for the meaning of the word chrema- 
tiſtic, you would have found that it 
ſignifies the art of getting and ſaving 
money, from Nenn, money, ſub- 
ſtance, wealth, &c. xp1ju0]o95)c5 hath 
a different ſenſe in the new teſtament, 
and means, warned of God in a dream. 
Where you are in doubt about any 
fuch words, never reſt till you have 
obtained ſome knowledge of them. By 
this method you will increaſe your 
ſtock of learning, and with e 
| Toy little trouble. 
have little to ſay of Mell. 1 
bleſs God, I am in pretty good ſpirits, 
; __ weak and unfit for any buſineſs. 
a. T he 
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The late wet and wi indy. weather hath 
been prejudicial to me, by hindering 
my riding, and depriving me of com- 
fortable ſleep. But I would be thank- 
ful that J am able to read, and ſome- 
times to write a little to my friends, 
and fo I hope, am not quite uſeleſs in 
the world. I greatly want a heart to 
improve ſolitude and infirmities bet- 
ter, to feel more of the love of God, 
and ſubmiſſion to him, and better 
hopes as to futurity. In this view, I 
doubt not but you will continue your 
prayers for me. May the great Head 
of the church increaſe all your gifts 
and graces, and make you abundantly 
uſeful to all the people committed, 9 
your charge! 
I am, dear fir, _ 
Your's affectionately, 8 
J OB ORTON. 


P. 8. 8 1772, which re- 3 
minds me of the day of the year on 
8 „ 5 e 


1... 


which Dr. DopprIDGs died. The 
recollection of which event affects me 
with deep humility, and at the ſame 
time with much thankfulneſs.—I wiſh 
his Life may be of uſe to you. It coſt 
me immenſe pains, and helped to 
break my conſtitution. But I hope it 
hath done, and will do, ſome good; 
though thoſe who I think on many 
accounts, ſhould have paid the great- 
eft attention to it, have regarded it 
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I, 
f 


LETTER Ix. 


March 27, 1772. 


V. have, I preſume, had ſome 
account from Dr. SroxHousk of his 
expedition 'into Kent, and of his re- 
ception there. He is now in London, 
and I ſuppoſe his time is very much 
taken up amidft the hurries, viſits, 
and forms of the great city. I envy 


not his occaſional reſidence there, - 


much leſs the ſtate of our brethren, 
who have pariſhes or congregations in 
London : for they have very little time 
to command; and, I fear, are ſo much 
taken up with avoeàtions, too trifling 
in themſelves, but, conſidering their 
ſituation, neceſſary to be attended to, 

that their minds are too much divert- 
ed from paſtoral duty, and the proper 
buſineſs of their important ſtations. 

| PF The 


Wl 


It 
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The country pariſh-prieſts are much 
more happy, if they underſtand and 
love their work; and have much more 
agreeable proſpects of uſefulneſs a- 
mong the people committed to their 

care. And though they do not make 
ſo ſplendid a figure in this world, yet, 
other things being equal, they will 
make a much more reſpectable one in 
that which is to come. | 


I am ſorry you meet with ſo 150 


diſcouragement from your new pariſn- 


ioners. But if you did not expect it, 


you were too ſanguine, and did not 


ſufficiently conſider the ſtate of that 
Beil It was, I ſuppoſe, like SoL o- 
MoN's field of the ſlothful, all over- 
grown with thorns and nettles, the 
fences broken down, or out of repair, 
and all the marks of negligence, and 
its bad conſequences appearing in it. 
Were you to take a farm in that con- 
dition you would not expect to ſee it 
become 
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become fruitful and beautiful all at 

once, or with the utmoſt pains you 
could take, in a few months, or even 
years. But the minds of finners are 
more untractable than a neglected 
farm. The weeds of fin are ſo many, 
and have taken ſuch deep root, that it 

is not eaſy to eradicate them, much 
leſs to deſtroy the ſeeds. It is hard 
to break up the fallow ground of 
„ Which has been long unculti- 
vated | Hoſea x. 12. But the hand of 
ligent will in time do great 
things, and the bleſſing of the Lord, 
which| will attend it, (if his diligence 
extends to prayer, as well as labour) 
can break through the greateſt diffi- 

culties. You will, no doubt, ftudy 
ſome awful ſubjects to awaken and 
"convince obſtinate finners ; yet not 
duell too much upon theſe, but try to 


draw them at times with the“ cords f 


ny” and the — ſtriking mo- 
A 
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. tives of a ler goſpel. When you 


hear of any of them behaving ill, you 
will take an opportunity of talking 
privately to them. But then, I think 
it will be beſt not to enter too largely 
upon their particular fins and faults, 
_ (elſe they will probably be diſpleaſed) 
but repreſent to them in general the 
evil of fin, the temporal, ſpiritual, and 
eternal miſery, which men are bring- 
ing upon themſelves and their child- 
ren by vicious courſes; and put into 
their hands ſome little tra againſt the 
vice which they are guilty of, or the - 
whole, or part, of Dr. Sroxhousz's 
Admonitions againſt ſwearing, . ſabbath- . 
breaking, and. drunkenneſs.* If you 
have any ſerious, judicious chriſtians in 
either of your pariſhes, who are to- 
—— with thai e who give 


you 
2 Price one penny, or 6s, an hundred, This 


+, little tract is in the catalogue of tlic Society for 


- promoting Chriſtian Knowledge. 
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you ſo. much concern, endeavour to 
prevail upon them to talk a little ſe- 
riouſly to them at proper times: for 
in many caſes, a hint of advice given 
by one of the laity hath more effect, 
and is better received, than when it 

comes from a clergyman ; as they will 
think the latter is only acting ex officio, 
and that his exhortation doth not fo 
much proceed from a real concern for 
their reformation and happineſs. — 
| You will, I doubt not, conſider that 
your caſe is the very caſe, in ſome de- 

gree, of every faithful miniſter of Jeſus 

Chriſt. It was the caſe of the holy 
apoſtles (2 Cor. xii. 20, 21,) and was 
the caſe of their Lord and ours him- 
ſelf. And though it ſhews a right 

diſſpoſition, when,a miniſter's heart is 


grieved and humbled in ſuch circum» 5 5 


ſtances, yet he ſhould not be diſcou- 
ans but proceed with ſo 1 the 


5 F 4 mage. 
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more vigour in his work, comforting 
| himſelf with this thought, that God 
may at length awaken the moſt-care- 
| leſs, and humble the moſt obſtinate 
finners; or that ſomething we ſay to 
them may ftick by them, and produce 
ſome good effe& hereafter, perhaps 


when we are removed to another ſta- 


tion or another world; that others re- 
ceive benefit by our labours, that all 
are not diſobedient to the word and 
unfruitful under our miniſtry; and 
that we ſhall be a ſweet ſavour to God, 
= accepted and approved of him, in them x 
that periſh, as well as in them that are 
ſaved; 2 Cor. ii. 15. and that God 
will reward his miniſters in proportion 
to their pains and diligence, and not 
their ſucceſs. - In the mean time, ſuch 
events are of uſe to miniſters them 
ſelves, to humble them, make them 
more watchful and zealous , and more 
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__ in prayer for all-conquering 


I am now reading the works "7 
Mr. WILLIAM PERKINS, an eminent 


tutor 


C 4" e once wrote to an | eminent. 
divine of the eſtabliſhed church in the following 
manner. You ſay you do no good by preach- 
ing.” — This is talking weakly ;-I had almoft 
uſed a harder word. Should you not be chided 

for it? — Why do you leave off preaching ?”. 
ſaid old biſhop LATIMER to a complainer like 
you. He anſwered, * Becauſe I do no good, 
my Lord.” The biſhop replied, "T0 2 
brother, is a naughty, a very naughty reaſon,” — 
| You do. nod know what good you have 3 
are doing, may yet do, and even after you are 
dead. No good man preaches, I am confident, 


Without doing ſome good, and more than he 


knows of, or will know of, till the great diſco- 
vering day. To have done our beſt i is moral 
merit; and God will graciouſly accept and 
reward it. What great good did our Maſter 
Himſelf do ? * Who hath believed his report?“ 
Iſaiah liii. 1; =— Who would have thought 
that you ſhould. ever have talked of doing no 
| _ 15 preaching, when God hath done you 

16 
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tutor and divine at Cambridge i in Queen 
 EL1ZzABETH'S reign. They are three 
volumes in folio, and I have got thro' 
one of them. What leads me more 
particularly to read him was, that his 
elder brother was one of my anceſtors, 
from whom I am in a direct line, by 
my mother's fide, deſcended. I think 
him an excellent writer; his ſtyle is 
'. the beſt of any of that age, or the 
next, and many paſſages in his writ- 
ings are equal to thoſe of the beſt 
writers in e times. He is ju- 
dicious, 


fo much bonour | in your clerical charac- 

| ter? I am aſhamed of you; and almoſt angry 
with you. Labour more, and pray more ftill, * If 
the iron be blunt, as SoLomos ſays, then . 
to more ſtrength,” Eccleſ; x. 10. If you b 

to be lukewarm, whatever your motive is, i 
cannot be a good one, I am not clear, that I 
ever did much Jaſting good in my life ; yet I do 
not repent my attempts. I am humbled and 
aſhamed daily, that they were not more and bet- 
ter. Remember, en is of God's own 


- 8 ” 
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dicious, clear, full of matter, and deep 


chriſtian experience. He wrote all his 


works with his /zft hand, being lame 
of his right, and died about forty-four.-: 

I could wiſh all: miniſters, eſpecially 
young ones, would read him, as they © 
would find large materials for compo- _ 

ſition. He hath ſome tracts againſt - 

the papiſts; appears to have been 
etty high calviniſt, but he hath 

many admirable things in practical di- 


vinity. His works are little known 


in England, but they are ſtill in eſti- 
mation in Germany, many of them being 
written - in elegant latin, and others 
tranſlated into german. Some account 
of his life may be ſeen in CLark's 
Lives of Eminent Men. He was eſteem- 
ed a puritan, and met with ſome diffi- 
culties on that account. As a ſpeci- 

men 


OM Mr. Granczr in his Biographical Hiſtory 
ſays—“ he was deprived by, archbiſhop Wurr- 


GIFT for * a puritan, But his great learn 


ing, 
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men of Penxkins's manner, I Gd 
you the following quotations, S peak- 
ing of St. PavuL's labouring in vain, he 
adds, © It may be demanded, what 
 *© muſt be done, when the labours of 
* our calling are in vain? Anſwer. 
ec We muſt follow the command and 
« calling of God, whether we have 
«© good ſucceſs or no, and whatever 
«© comes of it. Though Pavr fear- 
ec ed his labour was vain, yet ſtill he 
*« laboured. When PETER had la- 
e boured all night and caught nothing, 
ce at the command of Chriſt he ſaith, 
« At thy word will I caſt out my net. 
e And thus to do, whatever follows, 
is true wiſdom, and the fear of God. 
4 For it ' muſt - ſuffice us, that the 
ee work we take in hand is pleaſing to 
e 3 and though it ſnhould be in 


cc yain. 


ing, worth and influence, made the high party 
5 aſhamed and afraid to proceed to any violent 
meaſures with him.” 23 
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ec vain with reſpect to men, it is not 


=Y: 
CC 
ce 


cc 


ſo before God. This every man 


muſt remember in his place and 


calling, for the eſtabliſhment of his 
mind againſt all events.. 
„ Miniſters are to temper their 


gifts and ſpeech to the condition of 
their hearers. The Corinthians were 
babes in Chriſt, and Paul fed them 
with milk. To the Jews he be- 

came a Jew, &c. For this cauſe, 


it were to be wiſhed that catechiſing 


were more uſed than it is by our 


miniſters: for our people are for 


the moſt part rude and uninſtructed. 


A ſermon to ſuch perſons is like a 


great loaf ſet before a child. It is 
no diſgrace for learned miniſters in 
a plain and familiar manner to cate- 
chiſe. This is to lay the foundati- 
on, without which, all labour in 


building is vain. In much hearing 


they learn Urtls, Þ becauſe they know 


r not 


* 
— 
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cc not the grounds of doctrine, that 
| © are uſual in all ſermons. It is a 
de fault in many, that they love to 
c hear ſermons which are beyond 
ec their reach, in which they ſtand and 
c wonder at the preacher, and plain 
cc preaching is little reſpected of ſuch.” 
Lou will judge of his ſtyle and man- 
ner by theſe quotations. I have lately 
found in his works, an analyſis and 
harmony of the whole Bible for the 
uſe of ſtudents at Cambridge, 
T think I have now paid you in 
your own coin, and filled my paper to 
the utmoſt. If any thing be accepta- 


. . able and uſeful to you in its contents, 


I ſhall be glad. I am thankful for 
your prayers, which are mutual. Think 
of me, as. laid afide from publick 
work, and almoſt uſeleſs 5 and learn 
from it to work while it is day, be- 
We N comes, or the night, 
| . 
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when no man can work. And may 
God work effectually in you, with 
vou, > and by you! 


I am your fincere 
and aA friend, 
JoB ORTON. 
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LETTER: X. 


| DEAR SIR, 


— 


1 177 1773. 


Ln mk CHAUCER'S 
8 of a good Parſon, as publiſhed 
by DryDpen, and recollecting ſome 
things in your laſt letter about your 
method of preaching, induces me to 
| tranſcribe the following lines, and 
ſend them to you. 


He bore his great commiſſion in his look, 
But ſweetly tempered awe ; and foften'd all he 
ſpoke. _ 
He preach'd the joys of heav'n and pains of hell ; 
And warn'd the ſinner with becoming zeal ; ? 
But on eternal mercy lov'd to dwell. 
He taught the goſpel rather than the law; 
And forc'd himſelf to drive; but lov'd to draw. 
For fear but frightens minds; but love, like heat, 
Exhales the ſoul ſublime, to ſeek her native ſeat. 
To threats, the ſtubborn finner oft is hard: 
Wrapt in his crimes, againſt the ſtorm prepar'd ; 
But, when the milder beams of mercy play, 
nn and 2885 his cumbrous cloak away. 
Lightnings 
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Lightnings and thunder, (heaven's artillery) 
As harbingers before th' Almighty fly ;. x 
Thoſe, but proclaim: his ſtile, and diſappear ;/ ; 
The ſtiller ſound ſucceeds ; and God is there. 


There is much truth and weight 
in theſe lines, and my own experience 
confirms the propriety and importance 
of attending to them. 


Lam glad to find, that you preach 


to large congregations. But it 1s not 
eaſy to know what good is, done by 
our preaching. . If we had not ground 
to hope, that more good i is done, than 


appears in genen „it would be very : 


3 diſcouraging. But great modeſty, 
diffidence, or fame: other Principle, 


prevents our people from letting us 


know, how they like our ſermons, 


and what good they get by them. 


Beſides, we are ſowing ſeed, which may 
ſeem loſt, but may only lie dormant 
for a while, yet may grow and 


up and bear fruit hereafter, perhaps 5 


VoIL. I. 0 ſome 
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ſome years hence, perhaps not till we 
are dead. I am glad you do not 
perplex yourſelf on this head, as in- 
deed you ſhould not ; but while you 
endeavour to do your duty faithfully, 
leave the event to God. Yet, as it 
is very defirable to know what ſuc- 
eeſs attends our labours, every pru- 
dent method ſhould be taken to know 
it. This is indeed a very nice point. 
One cannot make a direct 2 
whether our ſervices are uſeful, 
even acceptable, without dae 
vain, and to court applauſe. Yet per- 
haps it may be proper to introduce in 
your viſits, ſome converſation upon 
the ſubje& of your laſt ſermon, and 
to remind the people of it. This 
may be done without any breach of 
modeſty, and may lead them to open 
their hearts Reely on the ſubject; and 
thus we may judge how far they un- 
derftood and reliſned what was mY 
an 
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and whether they were the better for 


it. And by this means, we may 


preach over the ſame truths to par- 
ticular perſons or families in private, 


perhaps with more force and ſucceſs 


than in the pulpit. Among the poor 
and plain people, you may be quite 
free and open on this head, and may 
aſk them whether they underſtood 


ſuch and ſuch a ſubje&. They will 


not ſuſpe& you of vanity, or any low 


ends; tho” probably ſome of the 
higher ranks might, among whom va- 
nity is ſo prevalent. Here wiſdom is 


profitable to direct, and a perſon muſt 


judge by the tempers and characters of 


thoſe about him. 


1 was glad to hear 2 Dr. STON- 
Housz's ſafe arrival at 7 eeſon, after ſa 


perilous a journey. I almoſt envy” 
him the company of Mrs. BouvznIx 
and her agreeable family, Has he 
| G 2 | told 
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told you how he held a conventicle at 
' Her houſe on the Sunday evening, 
where ſome well-diſpoſed perſons in 
the neighbourhood were invited to 
Hear him read a ſermon ? This was 
in character — being © inſtant in ſea- 
fon and out of ſeaſon.” I am often 
comforted by Rom. xi. 2. 4. God 
hath many hidden ones, even among 
the great as well as the ſmall. 
Due Book of Devotions, which you 
ſaw at my houſe, was publiſhed by 
WILLIAM Ausrix, Eſq. of Lincoln's 
Im, who was a papiſt in CHARLES 
the Firſt's time. You will ſee his 
name and a letter to him, in How- 
ELL's Familiar Letters,“ and ſome ac- 
count of him in GRAN OER'Ss Biogra- 
phical Hiſtory. It was reformed and 
purged from the popiſh tenets by Dr. 
 Hickes, and afterwards by Mr. Dor- 
| RINGTON I” ee of hath been 
5 5 = mage 


0 Book 3 ſect. v. letter adi. 
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made of it by many other devotional | 
writers. It contains ſuch noble and 
ſublime ſtrains of devotion, - as; I 
think, are not to be met with any 


Where but in the Bible. So devout 


may a papiſt be. He wrote ſome 
other pieces, and died a the ne | 
2635. 

Reading lately & in one of my old 
favourite books, (BoLTrox,“) I fund | 
in it this remark : That St. Paul, 
addreſſing himſelf to the churches, 
16 - wiſhes 


„Character of Bor rox by Dr. Dop- 
| DRIDGE. —— Bol ron had been a notorious 
{inner : reclaimed by great work of terror: there- 
fore excellent both for conviction and conſola- 
tion. His ſtyle rather inclining to bombaſt; 
yet many expreſſions truly great and magnificent : 
the beauties of imagination eſpecially apparent 
in his Four Laß Things. But his mot uſeful 
| treatiſes are his Direfions for comfortably 
_ evalking with Gad; and his Inflrufions for 
' comforting afflicted conſciences. There we 
have the traces of g ſoul moſt 1 ac- 
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wiſhes them, te grace and peace from 
| God and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt :* 
but to TiMoTHyY and Tirus, who 

were young divines, he wiſhes them, 
ec grace; mercy, and peace; intimat- 
ing how much they of all men, ſtood 
in need of divine 'mercy, on account of 
the very important office they ſuſtain- 


ed, and the duties incumbent on miniſ- 


ters. It is a very uſeful hint, and 
deferves ſerious conſideration. | BoL- 
rox was a fellow of Brazen- Noſe col- 
lege, Oxford; a divine of the church 
of England, and of great loyalty. His 
writings are very valuable, but ſell 
now very cheap. I gave eighteen 
Pence for his works, and found them 


a good bargain. —I am always glad to 
hear from you, and am, e 


Tour affe&ionate ſervant, 
1 OB ORT ON. 


" LETTER 
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LETTER XI. 


DEAR: SIR, 

Auguſt 24, 1773. 
i 
ale arrival at Cheverel, and of the 
agreeable circumſtances which attend- 
ed your return to it. — The kindneſs 
of Providence in Preſerving us in our 
Journies, and guarding us in our going- 
out and coming-in, demands. a very. 
ſerious. and grateful acknowledgment, 
and lays us under freſh obligations to 
be active in the ſervice of the bounti- 
ful and gracious preſerver of men, I 
need not inform you, that there is 4 
wide difference between the formal 
acknowledgment of the divine care, 
which is often found even in the worſt 
of men, and that lively gratitude, and 
quick ſenſe of obligation, which 1 

fear is not often found in the hearts 
9 4 * OX 
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of good men. We are too. prone to 


forget common mercies. It is there- 


fore deſirable, after a long and various 
journey, ſeriouſly to recolle& the ſe- 
veral ſtages, circumſtances, and occur- 
rences of it, that we may be particular 
in our thankſgivings, and more active 


and zealous in ſerving our gracious 


protector. When I was in my better 
; days, J uſed to ſpend about one month 
in a year in viſiting my relations 1 
Warwickſhire and Northampton/hrre, be- 
ing ſeldom from home at any other 


time.“ The Sunday after my return, 


I generally preached upon ſome ſub- 
Jject, that led me to take notice of the 
circumftances through which I had 

paſſed; and I found theſe diſcourſes 


pere peculiarly agreeable to my peo- 


ple, and were perhaps as uſeful as any 
I preached. Asa ſpecimen, I recol- 

le& OE 1 8 on 8 
| fions 


„ „ Mr, 68 was 3 in Jones | in his life. 
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fions from theſe texts, Pſalm xxxv. 10. 
(former part) Pſalm xxxvii. 27. xci. 
11. exvi. 9. Proverbs xxvii. 8. againſt 
unneceſſary journies and viſits.* Iſaiah 


xlit. 2. Daniel v. 23. Acts v. 20. 


xxvi. 22. xxviii. 15. (latter part) 
Rom. i. 11. xv. 29. XV. 32. 2 Cor. 


Wii. . Nil. 21. i. 22. 1 Theſſ. 


iii. 8. 3 Epiſt. of John iv. 4. Ibid 6. 


You will excuſe my m theſe 


texts, as you may perhaps think it 
worth your while, if Providence ſpare 
your life, to handle ſome VE MEAD on 


ſuch occaſions. 


1 be khat after you 580 


conſidered the mercies of your late 


journey, you have been carefully re- 
viewing the expences af it. And unleſs 
you have been more my _ I uſed 

to 
| * This jor at printed in his two volumes 
of Diſcourſes on Practical Subjects. Price fix 


ſhillings, See vol, II. Dil. 2. 
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to be, have found the expence hath | 
been great; and ſome articles have 
been incurred, which ought to have 
been avoided. Excuſe me, my dear 
fir, if J ſhould have any fears about 
you, leſt you ſhould contract an habit of 
not calculating, or forgetting, what it 
will coſt you to gratify the feelings of 
good- nature, to indulge your fancy, or 
to pleaſe your relations and friends. 
And let me beſeech you, to labour this 
point with all your might, to keep 
exact accounts of all your expences, 
eſpecially to mark all ſuperfluous and 
unneceſſary articles, and to keep a 


_  firict guard upon your conduct and 


inclination. It will require, in a perſon 
of your temper, no little ſelf-denial to 
do this, and to act as ſuch a calculation 
and. recollection will ſuggeſt to you 
that you ſhould have ated. I have 
known inſtances among your clergy 
- and ours, of thoſe, who have, by 
thought- 
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fthougnhtleſſneſ eſs and want of keeping 
accounts, expoſed themſelves, their 


profeſſion, and function, to contempt, _ 


and thereby greatly leſſened their eſ- 
teem and uſefulneſs. Shall I mention 
to you a recent inſtance of this kind, 
which preſented itſelf to me but the 
laſt week? Our good friend Mr. Ro- 
INS, of Weſtbromwich, came here to 
repreſent the caſe of a diſſenting mi- 
niſter of his acquaintance, who hath . 
always been an eaſy tempered, thought- 
leſs man, who had not courage and 
ſelf-denial enough to ſay, NO, 1 
cannot afford it, when he thould, 
and might juſtly and honourably, have 

ſaid it. He hath a wife, many ſmall 
children, and is ſo deeply in debt, 
though he hath a pretty good ſalary, 
that unleſs his friends can help him, 
he muſt go to gaol, loſe his place, ſa- 
lary, and uſefulneſs, and his wife and 
e eee the pariſh, I hope 
Mr. 
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Mr. R. will get him money ſufficient 


to ſet him free from his preſent diffi- 
culties. But, I fear, though he pro- 


miſes very fair, that he is one of that 
ſeort, of whom SoLomon ſays, I thou 


help him, thou muſt do it yet again, Prov, 
Xix. 19. There needs no application 


of this melancholy ſtory, but the old 


adage, Happy is he, whom other 
men's harms do make to beware.” I 
know you will excuſe theſe hints from 
a friend, who intereſts himſelf ſincerely 
and tenderly in all that concerns you, 


and would not have your good to be 


evil ſpoken of, or your uſefulneſs any 


way leſſened. I hope, therefore, you 


will particularly attend to that part of 


the good man's character, that he 


guides his affairs with diſcretion, Palm 

cxii. 5.* and gives no occaſion to the ad- 

. » Yee Pſalm cxii. 5. with the veiſion of Dr. 

. and Mr. Tarz, which gives a beauti- 
| cn: All 


. 11. YOUNG CLERGYMAN. 93 


verſary to ſpeak n 1 Tim. 
v. 14.0 

One of my young Sine who 

hath been at Oxford, at the inſtalla- 


tion 


ful ſenſe to chat text; though the Common 
Prayer- Book verſion is very inſtructive: . He 
will guide his words with diſcretion,” | 


His lib'ral favours he extends ; 
To ſome he gives, to others lends : 
Yet what his charity impairs, 

| He ſaves by prudence in affairs. 


T ate and Bray, 


® The firſt virtue which appears to me of i im- 
Portance (ſays Mr. PaLEY)' is frugality. If there 
be a ſituation in the world in which profuſion is 
without. excuſe, it is that of a young clergy- 
man who has little beſide his profeſſion to depend 
upon for his fupport. It is folly—it is ruin— 
Folly ; for whether it aim at luxury, or ſhow, 
it muſt fall miſerably ſhort of its deſign. In 
theſe competitions we are outdone by every rival. 
The proviſion which clergymen meet with upon 
their entrance into the church is adequate in 
moſt caſes to the wants and decencies of their 
n but to * more — To pretend to 
more,. 
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tion of Lord NoxrH as hencathin of 
that univerſity, ſpent a day or two 
with me laſt week, and ſhewed me a 
very great curioſity. It is a circular 
letter addreſſed to the clergy. by one 
Dr. TRUSLER, Who lives in London ; 

COn- 


more, is to ſet up our poverty not only as the 
ſubject of conitant obſervation, but as a laughing» 
ſtock to every obſerver. Profuſion is ruin: for 
It ends, and ſoon too, in debt, in injuſtice, and 
inſolyency. You well know how meanly, i in the 
country more eſpecially, every man is thought of 
who cannot pay his credit; in what terms he is 

ſpoken of — in what light he is viewed, what a 
deduction this is from his good e what 
an aggravation of his bad ones — what inſults 
| he is expoſed to from his creditors, what con- 
tempt from all. Nor is this judgment far amiſs, 
Let him not ſpeak of honeity, who is daily prac- 
tiſing deceit; for every man who is not is 
deceived. Let him not talk of liberality, Who 
puts it out of his power to perform one act of it. 
Let him not boalt of ſpirit, of honour, of in- 
dependence, who fears the face of his creditors, 


and who meets a creditor ip every ſtregt. There 
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containing propoſals to furniſh them 


with ſermons from our beſt divines, 


and ſeme never publiſhed nor preach- 
ed, at one ſhilling for each ſermon, 


.engraven on copper-plates, that they 


may look like a manuſcript, and that 


_ perſons, 


is no meanneſs in frugality; the meanneſs is in 


thoſe ſhifts and expedients, to which extrava- 


gance is ſure to bring men. Profuſion is a very 
equivocal proof of generoſity. The proper diſ- 
tinction is not between him who ſpends and him 


who ſaves; for they may be equally ſelfiſh ; but 
between him who ſpends upon himſelf, and him 
ho ſpends upon others. When I extol frugality, 
it is not to praiſe that minute parſimony which 
ſerves for little but to vex ourſelves and teize 
thoſe about us; but to perſuade you to &conomy 
upon à plan, and that plan deliberately adjuſted to 
your circumſtances and expectations. Set out 
with it, and it is eaſy; to retrieve, out of a 
ſmall income, is not impoſſible. Frugality in 
this ſenſe, we preach not only as an article of 


Prudence, but a leſſon of virtue. Of this fruga- 
lity it has been truly ſaid, that it is the ym Wy 


Aiberty, of mne en of generoſity. 
| Advice addreſſed to the Young Clerg y. 
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perſons, who can ſee the. preacher's 
notes from the gallery, may ſuppoſe 
them to be his own hand-writing. 
This is a new and fine: contrivance, 
and what a clergyman ,(who wants no 
| ſuch helps) properly calls, An. help 
for the lame and the lazy.” * 
Ils am glad you have been reading 
over again Archbiſhop SECKER's Ser- 
mons.; which are very excellent, tho” 
his ſtyle is none of the beſt. They 
| are 
0 Yus e D be 
He hails the clergy ; and defying ſhame, 
Announces to the world his own and theirs, 
He grinds divinity of other days | 
" Down into modern uſe ; nr old ine 
To zig-zag manuſcript, and cheats the eyes 
Of gall'ry critics by a thouſand arts 
Are there who purchaſe of the Doctor's ware * 
Oh name it not in Gath it cannot be, 
That grave and learned Clerks ſhould need ſuch aid. 


 Hedoubtleſsis in ſport, and does but droll, 
Aſſuming thus a rank unknown before, 


Grand caterer and dry- nurſe of the 2 
. erna s Toh. 
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are much more evangelical than the 
ſermons of moſt of the clergy; and 
from them you may collect many 
excellent materials for your compoſiti- 
ons. He retained a good deal of the 
ſpirit which he imbibed at Tewkeſbury 3 
where he received a conſiderable part of 
his education under Mr. Joxks, who' 
was a very able tutor. 
Since I began this letter, Dr. | 
Jokxsroxz,“ who has been at Hag- 
ley ſome days, informs me, that he 
thinks Lord LYTTELTOxN can live but 
a very ſhort time. I do not find that 
he has any apparent bad diſorder, but 
is ſinking under the weight of domeſ- 
tie ſorrows. So little can his wealth, 
| honour, title, palace, park, literary 
reputation, and high character through- 
out Europe ſupport him under his 


afflictions. What a ee a 
2e „ 8 1133 


An eminent phyſician, late of Bade- 
| minfler, now of Morceſter. 


iq 
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of hs. truth of SOLOMON” s obſervati- 


on, that all is vanity.* 
I have lately ſent a ſmall tract to 
the preſs, containing Three Diſcourſes on 
_ Chriſtian Zeal z which I ſhall beg your 
acceptance of as ſoon as they are 
Publiſhed. I ſhall be thankful if Pro- 
vidence makes me-an inftrument of 
doing good in this way, while I am 
diſabled from appearing in the pulpit. 
I heartily wiſh you ſucceſs in all FR 
pious and benevolent N to do 
good, and am, 

„„ Dear Sir, 4 

Your affectionate friend 
and humble . 
Jo ORTON. 


* His Lordſhip died the next Py [- 


. At a time when many valuable treatiſes had 
been publiſhed in defence of toleration and li- 


| betty, Mr. Ox rom thought there was mi 
to complain of the want of zeal forthe ſupport, 
AI | 
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P. S. The young Lady's verſes 
upon Dr. SToNHOUSE, are elegant 
and pretty :* but he will not plume 
himſelf upon them. Allowance muſt 
be made for the poetica licentia. The 
compliments of our friends do us no 
harm, but good, when we improve 
them by vigorous endeavours 10 60 
what they ſuggeſt we 3 are. | 


8 2 1 


advancement of real practical religion, do 
the good of ſouls. ' To revive, therefore, this 
zeal, was the object of theſe Diſcourſes. — 
Kirris s Account. 
* Fhitre au Dr. gronnovs , 
fur les Sermons de Mr. SauRIN. 

Ces divines ardeurs, cette ſainte ẽſoquence, 
Ces ſublimes penſcey, ces conceptions immenſes, 
Ces eſſors Evangtliques, cette humilits proſonde, | 
Cette connoiſſance unie à ee mẽpris du monde, 
Cet horreur du vice, cet amour de la vertu, 
Cette extreme ſoumiſſſon à la volontẽ de Dieu, 
Cette heureuſe indifference pour un monde incertain, 
Cette 6ompaſſon pour les maux du genre humain, 
Cet amour, et cette crainte de Peterne} Crẽateur, 
Cette parfaite eſpẽrance dans le ſang du Rẽdempteur: 
Enfin, ces grandes idees —— ee langage divin 
2 Fharme, qui enleve, qui tranſporte en Seurin, 

Jadmire 


That deep humility, 
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LETTER XI. 


DEAR SIR, 


* þ AM very glad to hear that you 


are come to a reſolution to have 


nothing to do with Mr. * * ** in the 
way 


I'admire en le liſantces beautcs eclatantes 

En tecoutant, ns, les memes beautes m'en- 
chantent, | > 

Semblable au prophete 5 la Sainte Eeriture dit, 

Laifſe * a ſon nn ſon man teau & ſon eſprit. 
| H. pd 


7 2 Kinos, ii. 1 3. 


Hus TRANSLATED. 4 5 


That warrnth divine, that holy eloquenee, ä 
Thoſe thoughts ſublime, conceptions ſo immenſe, ö 


That knowledge and contempt of earthly things, 

That dread of vice, of virtue ſuch a love, | it) 
- That true ſubmiſſion to the will above, 

That calm indiff rence for this changing ſcene, 

That pity for the woes of mortal men, : 

That love and fear of the eternal Good, 7 

That perfect hope in the Redeemer's blood, 


** 


L. 12. YOUNG CLERGYMAN. 01 


way of correſpondence or intimacy. 
And. I hope you will extend. your 
. reſolution to all men of that ſort; be 
they ever ſo pious and zealous. Se- 
rious young men, ſtruck with | the 
appearances of piety and zeal, are not 
ſufficiently cautious of thoſe in whom 
they ſee them; enter into acquaintance 
and correſpondence with them too 
ſoon, and: too cloſely, and thereby 
ſuffer many inconveniences. Beware 
of men, is a good caution in itſelf, 
and it is our Maſter's too. My 
reaſon for this advice is plain. V ou 
are not likely to do Mr. ** any 


good, There is no mending wrong. 
5 B 3 | heads. 


Thoſe great ideas, language fo divine, 

Wich charms, exalts, tranſports us in San,: 
In reading Him, theſe beauties ſiill appear, 

In hearing Thee, theſe beauties charm mine ear; 
Like to that Prophet, who the ſcriptures fay, 
His cloak and ſpirit left, then wing' dito heav'n his 
way» N „ 
® Matt, x. 17. 
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N id when they are influ- 
enced by what they think a zeal for 
God, and imagine, that their good in- 
tentions will juſtify, and even ſanctify, 
all their imprudence and irregularities. 

| Tou never can make him ſee that 
he is acting wrong and imprudently. 
You may confule ſuch men, but you 
can never convince them. — Another 
ſubſtantial reaſon, why you ſhould 
decline all ee with him 
is, that you will be likely to be a 
ſufferer by him. Not that I ſuppoſe 


be will corrupt you, or lead you into 


any of his irregularities; but theſe 
| fort of divines will never be eaſy, 
| except thoſe, who they think are 
pious, will join in their meaſures and 
_ approve them, If you join in them, 
you hurt your own credit and uſeful- 
neſs, and the peace of your own mind; 

and your name and example will be 


conſidered and quoted as a ſanction 
| for 
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for all their irregularities. If you do 
not join in them, they will cenſure 
and miſrepreſent you, yea, and treat 
you worſe than they would a mere 
formaliſt. I have ſeen many inſtances, 
and felt ſome of the effects of this 
kind of zeal, though it no way hurt 
me. Several preachers and others of 
this ſtamp, with whom. J had not the 
leaſt acquaintance, and never ſaw till I 
came to this town, uſed to call upon 
me, ſuppoſing me, I imagine, accord- 
ing to their ideas, to be ſound in the 
faith, and a well-wiſher to their de- 
ſigns. But when they found I would 
not run all their lengths, and diſcou- 
raged their proceedings, (eſpecially 
their raſh and uncharitable way of 
ſpeaking and judging of otſiers, parti- 
cularly their cenſures of all the clergy, 
who were not Calviniſts, however piqus, 
worthy and uſeful). they began to 
think. evil of me, and now to my 
| $ | —2 gy. * 


%%% mais. 


great ſatisfaction, I ſee none of them. 
I ſhall not forget the advice which a 
venerable old man of Northampton, 
with his point-collar-band, once gave 
me concerning ſuch perſons, Neither 
bleſs them at all, nor * curſe them at 
all. 22K | 

Mr. . the rector of M * your 
friend's acquaintance, and whom he 
ſo much admires, is undoubtedly a 
man of good ſenſe and abilities; but 
he appears to me to think theſe things 
have nothing to do with religion. I 
once ſaw one of his ſermons, in which 
were ſome good and ftriking remarks, 
but little or no judgement. The 


ſubject of it was, concerning the 


inſtuences of the Holy Spirit; but he 
e a W of texts at random, 


moſt 


* «If ſuch ER do . I ſhall rejoice, 
and ſay of them, as Mr. PHILIIT HENRI did of 
LAuRER T's ſoldiers, Lord, own them, if 

they truly own thee,” Lie, p. 7 3. 
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moſt of them only applicable to the 
Apoſtles, as a light attention to the 
context would have ſhewn him; but he 
applied them without diſtindtion to all 
true chriſtians ; and from thence, he 
drew many abſurd conſequences, and 
injudicious hearers might have drawn 
a great many more. 
T cannot think Mr. * * *, (the other 
clergyman you ſpeak of) at all juſtified 
in his excurſion to B * , becauſe he 
thinks the proper Wini of that 
pariſh is negligent in the diſcharge of 
his duty. If that were a reaſon for 
tranſgreſſing all rule and order, it 
would hold good in ſo many caſes, 
as would produce univerſal confuſion 
and diſorder. Another clergyman may 
think it his duty to go into neighbour- 
ing pariſhes to preach againſt the me- 
thodiſts, or thoſe that are fo called. Auo- 
ther might go and preach againſt the 
 Athanafian creed, or ſome. other parts 
and pailages of the ld, as . of 


them 


| __ .. 
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them have lately and warmly written 
againſt them. And what diſturbance, 
uneaſineſs and miſchief would be the 
conſequence of ſuch a conduct. If it 
is vindicable in Mr. * ®'s caſe, it is 
vindicable in others, and all pariſh- 
order and regularity would be at an 
end. Even St. PauL himſelf, with 
all his apoſtolic authority and endow- 
ments, would not go into another man's 
line. See 2 Cor. x. 12, to the end of 
the chapter. Where you may ſee, 
what St. Paul. was, and what Mr. 
* * * and every wiſe clergyman ought. 
to be. God is the God of order, and 
not of confuſion“ in all the churches 
of the ſaints: and it is our rule to do 
all things decently and in order. 
My Book of Sermon. Plant, which 
you defire an account of, was kept 
dh An; without 
* Axa rœęaciag. UHramine the En * 


Wis word : men CA wilt not 2 order, place, 
Mr. Os ron. 
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without much order. Having pro- 
cured a proper book for the purpoſe, 
I divided cach page of it into two 
columns. When any text of ſcripture 
ſtruck me, which I thought it neceſlary 
to preach upon, I wrote it at the top 
of the page, between two red lines, 
and left the whole of that column, to 
add a diviſion, thoughts, texts, anec- 
dotes, &c. that occurred in thinking 
of it, and in the courſe of my reading. 
And then, when I was at a. loſs for a 
text, I had recourſe to this book. In 
reading practical writers, efpecially 
Mr. Hzxzav's Expoſitions, I found 
many texts, and plans upon them, 
- which I inſerted there; and I added 
a reference to the authors, if the books 
were my own, where I, might find 
ſome illuſtration of them: if the boo 
belonged to ſome other perſon, I then 
| tranſcribed the hints into the Book of 
Flans.— The remarks in the Bible, 
which 


and to the church, as 
able preacher. Conſidering his truly 
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which you ſaw lie upon my deſk, were 
only hints of different interpretations, 
or the true ſenſe. I alſo marked the 
texts I had preached upon, in the 
margin thus—No. 1468—oppoſite to 
Ads viii. 39. This. number correſ- 


ponded with the ſame at the beginning 
of the men ſo- that I could readily 


I was much concerned to hear of 
the death of Mr. Lovz,“ Dr. STox- 
HouSE's curate at. Brifto/; which is a 
great and irreparable loſs to the doctor 
e was an admi- 


ſerious, and at the ſame time his 


rational and catholic diſpoſition, his 
removal, 


| » Mr. Love was a Ellert of Balis College, ä 
Oxford, maſter of arts, and one of the minor 


canons of Briſſol cathedral. He was curate to 
Dr. STonHouss for ſome: years, when he was 


| Letiurer of All Saints in Brifiot, and us Oh 
18, 1773, aged 5 5 
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removal, eſpecially in the morning of 
his days, is very much to be regretted. 
The doctor is deeply affected with 
the event.“ What a different figure 
will ſuch a man make in the other 
world to thoſe clergymen, who may 
fill up ſome of the higher offices of 
{1615 ep] . 


1 Doctor S ron nousE made a collection 
from a few friends, and erected a very elegant 
monument to his memory, in the cathedral at 
Briſtol, and prevailed . with Miſs ee 

Monz to write the following epitaph. „ 


"When worthleſs grandeur fills th* embelliſh'a-U rn, 
No poignant grief attends the ſable Bier; 

But when diflinguiſt'd Excellence we mourn, 
Deep is the Sorrow, genuine the Tear. 


Siringer'! moula ·ſt thou approach this awful Shrine, 
The merit of the honour'd Dead to ſeek, 
The Friend, the Son, the Chriſtian, the Divine, 
Let thoſe, who knew 82 thoſe, ou lov'd __ | 
ſpeak. . 


oh! let n ſome Pauſe of Anguiſh ſay f 
What Zeal inſpi'd, what Faith enlarg'd his Breaſt; 
How ſoon th' unfetter'd Spirit wing'd it's Way 
From Sod to e from E to be blen. 


6 * C 9 < 2 
„ ; 5 * 8 0 
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the church; who, perhaps, with much 
learned lumber in their heads, neglect 
their duty, devote themſelves to lux- 
ury and diſſipation, and take pains to 
leſſen the credit, influence, and uſeful- 
neſs of thoſe, who make it the labour 
and end of their lives to ſave them- 
ſelves and thoſe that hear them“ 
I defire to bleſs God, that my ſpirits 
have been tolerably good for ſome 
weeks paſt, though not without ſome 
depreſſing 8 I am ſeldom free 
from pain, but I would be thankful 
that it is not violent. May God 
enable you to improve health and 
vigour while it continues, that you 
may have comfortable reflections and 
_ agreeable proſpects, when the days of 
| darkneſs 


1 am ſorry to ſay it, the more a man doth 
his duty, and the greater pattern he is of ſtudy 
end application, the more he reproaches the 

üdleneſs and inattention of his brethren, and 

_ conſequently the more enemies he creates. 

Bp. CL& LION 5 Letter to a Voung c | 
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darkneſs come upon you, which may 
be many. Continue your good wiſhes 
and prayers for, Dear Sir, 


Your affectionate friend 
and faithful ſervant, 


JOB ORTON. 


Ss; „ 57 e ſay, you 
heard Mr. * ſpeak rather contemp- 
touſly of the fifth of November, calling 
it a ſtate-day, But as it commemorates 
our deliverance from popery and 
ſlavery, it is a day much to be re- 
membered by | all true proteſtants, in 
all generations; and I am ſorry ſo 
little regard is paid to it. 


LETTER 
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LETTER aun 


DEAR SIR, 
December 28, 1773. 


It T gives me pleaſure to find that : 


Dr. STonnovse's Prayers,“ and his 
little Tra? on the Sacrament,+ meet 
with ſuch encouragement, and I hope 
they will do much good. J with by 
your publick and private addreſſes Y 
you may be able to lead your pariſh- 
jioners and neighbours to the daily 
ſerious uſe of. the Prayers. And as 
the Dr. hath ſent ſome of them for you 
to OT to Oe houſe in his 

pariſh, 


N Prayers for the uſe of private Perſons, 
Families, Children, and Servants. The twelfth 
edition, price Four- pence. This book is in the 
| Society's Catalogue for promoting Chriſtian 

| Knowled ge. 


+ A Short Explanation of the Sacrament of 


the Lord's Supper. The — edition, price 
Three-· pence. 


* 
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pariſh, it will afford you a favourable 
opportunity, when you give them the 
books, of talking ſeriouſly and cloſely 
to them on the ſubje& ; and in your 
future viſits of renewing the diſcourſe, 
by inquiring what uſe they have made 
of them. But there is danger of their 

reſting in the mere form, the opus 
operatum, juſt in reading the prayers, 
without due ſeriouſneſs and ſolemnity, 
and taking pains to impreſs the ſen- 
timents, and excite the deſires they 
contain, in the heart. I fear, we all 
fail in this reſpect, and whether we 
pray with, or without, a book, we do 
not feel the good ſentiments we utter, 
nor warmly deſire the bleſſings we 

aſk.* At leaſt I find i it ſo with myſelf, | 


JZ and 


Conſider well each petition as you offer it 
up; and if you have not been ſufficiently atten- 
tive to it, repeat it again and again, till your 
heart accompanies the words; See, Dr. STON- | 
House's Every Man's Aſſiſtant, page 181. 
Second edition, een Three Shillings. 
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and fear it is fo with others, elſe I 
think their prayers would have a 
viſibly better effect on their tempers 
and lives, as all fincere prayers are 
certainly adapted to have, as well as 
to engage divine aſſiſtance. I hope 
you will find the good effe& of your 
addrefles to your people on this ſub- 
jet. It affords me great pleaſure to 
hear of the intereſt you have in their 
eſteem and affection. No good can 
be done by. a miniſter, till that point 
is in ſomg meaſure gained, and then, 
e to draw them with the 
cords of lo, Ho. xi. 4. It is not 
to be expected in the nature of things, 
that men ſhould become quite good 
all at once. Various methods muſt 
be tried, and long patience exerciſed; 
eſpecially with thoſe who are groſsly 
ignorant, or have indulged themſelves 
in long habits of ſin, negligence, or 
formality. You ſee how your farm- 

ers 


we Ly 
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ers manage the ground, which they 
till; what various methods they take, 
ſuited to the different ſoils — what 
repeated trials — how long they wait. 


This will both inſtruct and encourage _ 


you in your ſpiritual huſbandry. And 


you need not be informed, who gives 


both the common and ſpiritual farmer 
the increaſe. But after all, there is very 
little hope of doing any good upon old 


ſinners, eſpecially formaliſts.* You 
will therefore bend your principal - 


attention to the r:/ing generation, where 


you will find the heart more impreſſi- 


ble. Be prudently familiar with them. 


Give them a ſhort hint whenever you 


ſee them in an eaſy, pleaſant path, 
without the formality of a ſolemn 


addreſs. I know by experience, that 
ſuch hints will often abide and do good, 


while a direct, long, though ſerious 


addreſs, will not be regarded. You 
on will 


Jer. vin. 24». 


116 -. LETTERS TOA L. 13. 
will be more likely to be uſeful to 
them, as being young yourſelf. For 
young people are ready to ſuppoſe, that 
aged miniſters warn and caution them 
againſt many indulgencies and follies, 
becauſe they are grown paſt a capacity 
of reliſhing them themſelves. This 
makes it very deſirable that young 
divines ſhould take particular pains 
ii youth. It will require ſome care 
and prudence to keep up the dignity 
of your ſtation and character amidſt 
ſuch methods of addreſſing to youth. 
But it requires leſs in your ſituation, 
than if you had young gentlemen and 


ladies to deal with. You will never - 


forget the exhortation, . Feed my 
lambs.” John xxi. 15. 

I am. obliged to you for your ex- 
tract from the preface to Orr's 
Sermons.* It ſhews an we m 

* The pulſe . to above is as its 
cc 8 
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ſpirit, and very much ſuits my own 
caſe. Whether I have been the in- 
ſtrument of much good I know not. 


have not ſeen thoſe good effects of 
— * As the Author hath now got tis period 
of life, and ftate of health, which will not per- 
mit of his being much more uſeful, nor probably 
of his continuing much longer in the preſent 
ſcene ; he thanketh God, that under increaſing 
infirmities of body, and an apprehenſion of his 
approaching diſſolution, he poſſeficth his ſoul in 
patience and ſerenity, and hath the moſt fincere 
conſolation and joy, from a reflection on his 
having laboured, for by far the greater part of 
his life, with at leaſt an honeſt zeal and aſſiduity, 

in-the ſervice of religion. He cannot, indeed, 
flatter himſelf with the thought of having been 
actually the author of much good, by all his 
pains and diligence ; but of a hearty good -will 
to the beſt of cauſes, and of well- meant endea- 
vours to have ſerved and promoted it, he is fully 

conſcious. And upon this foundation, not- 
| withſtanding his defects and failings, of which 
be is very ſenſible, and which are the matter of 
his unfeigned humiliation: and mourning, he 
preſumeth to look Ps with an 1 hope, to 

the 
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my miniſtry, which ſome miniſters 
have had, at leaſt in the converſion of 
ſinners. There were few, if any, of 
my congregation, who were profligate 
and abandoned; and whoſe converſion, 
when that happens, 1s very remarka- 
ble, and engages much attention. I 
hope many aged perſons have been 
edified by my ſervices, and not a few 
young people trained up in ſentiments 
of wiſdom and piety; who are now 
uſeful in their families and tations, 
and ornaments to religion. Indeed, I 
lay very little ſtreſs upon what ſome 
divines call CROP ;* I have ſeen 
ene eee 
the ſupreme judge of his conduct, and arbiter of 


his fate; waiting for his mercy, through Jeſus 
Chriſt, unto eternal life. Amen.” Preface to 
the Sermons of the late Rev. Joux Ons, D. D. 
Archdeacon of Ferns, in 2 vols : prepared for 
the preſs by the author : printed for CappLLy 
2772. | 
„The thirteenth letter (fays Dr. kirris) 
contains ſome admirable remarks on * 
converſions.— Account. 
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ſo many inſtances of their coming to 


nothing; or, that their converts have 
only been converted from the ſins of 


men to the fins of devils, from drunk- 


enneſs and debauchery to ſpiritual 
pride, bitterneſs, and uncharitableneſs ; 
and this I cannot call a ſaving change. 


J fee little alteration for the better in 


the conduct of many, who have been 
ſaid to be converted. I am cautious 
of calling any thing by that name, 
where there is not a regular, conſiſtent 


conduct following it. Haſty impreſſi- 


ons, which ſome miniſters are very 
ready to obſerve and admire, are often 


loſt in a little time, and thoſe who have 


been under them become worſe than 


they were before. I have no idea of 
_ converſion, as as paſling a certain line, 


and then getting into a ſaving ftate. 


- Converſion is a work. of time, and I ſee 


no right we have to ſay any are con- 


verted or become good, till one hath 


. 


| 120 LETTERS TO A . 13. 


a longer ſeaſon of trial, to obſerve, 
whether they continue ſteadfaſt in the 
practice of righteouſneſs, and act in 
every circumſtance and relation, in the 
main, N with the demands of 
the goſpel. I with you may have the 
pleaſure to ſee many ſuch converts. 

I thank yau likewiſe for your hint 
about Mr. Tous, in the account 
given of him by CaLamy. I have 
read it often, and tranſcribed ſome 


paſſages from it into the blank leaf of 


the Bible, which always lies upon my 
deſk, particularly the following. Si 


c non concedatur ut præco ſim publi- 
: 08 cus, ſim tamen operarius: quod 


ce publice non poſſum, faciam, {ut 
te licet, valet} privatim. Quod non 
ad poſſum prædicando, preſtem ſeri- 
cc bendo. Auxiliare, Domine, ſervum 


a ſenilem.” Mr. TROMAS was an 


excellent man, yet Mr. NELsOx in his 
life of Biſhop Burr, who ſpent ſome 
time 
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time in THoMas's family, inſinuates 
that the Biſhop had no advantage 

there. Such was that good man's 
bigotry, 

If you have not wil the Abiidy- 
ment of BaxTER's Saints Reli, by Mr. 
 Fawcerr, of this town, pray get it; 
as I think it a very good practical 
book, and may be uſeful to lend to 
your pariſhioners. I reviſed the manu- 
ſeript, compared it with the original, 
added, altered, and left out, and have 
the vanity to think I improved 
it; though I wiſh now I had made 
more alterations in the phraſeology. — 
BaxTER (notwithſtanding what you 
may have heard to the contrary) was 
fo far from being a republican, that 
he refuſed the engagement; oppoſed 


CrRomweLL's meaſures and his party, 


and told him to his face, that They 
(meaning the ſoberer preſbyterians) 


- Weed their kingly _— a 


 bleoflings 
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: blefling, and knew not what they had 


done to forfeit it.” To which CRom- 
WELL anſwered, ©* God hath changed 
it, as he pleaſed.” 

I know how to pity you in your 


dull fituation; as mine 1s altogether, 


or nearly, as dull as your own, eſpeci- 
ally this winter ſeaſon. I am moſtly 
confined to the houſe, have very little 
company, and on ſome bad days, 
hardly ſee the human face divine, But I 


can take pleaſure in my good books. 


I converſe moſtly with the dead, and 
that is the fitteſt converſe for one, who 


is in a manner buried alive, and is 


literally near the grave. I wiſh to 
gain ſpiritual good by this converſe, 
and to grow more ** meet for the in- 
« heritance among the ſaints in light.“ 
I ſhould vaſtly prefer Cheverel to the 


buſtle, hurries, luxury, and diffipation 
of Briſtal, where you have lately been. 
An 9 miniſter who uſed to go from 


* 
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his country obſcurity, once a year, to 
viſit ſome relations in London, would 
never ſtay above two or three days 
with them; and when ſolicited to 
prolong his viſit, uſed to ſay, No, 
Pl go to my country-retirement ; for 
you are all mad mad upon the world 
and pleaſure.” 
I am much obliged by your devout 
_ remembrance of me, and beg the con- 
tinuance of it. My ſpirits are ſo weak 
and broken, that my beſt duties are 
| extremely languid and defective. I 
rejoice in the merciful Advocate, 
when the Father heareth always. 


J am, dear fir, 
your affectionate and faithful 
friend, and humble ſervant, 
8 JoB ORTON. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIV. | 

DEAR SIR, 
FRer" 24» 1774. 
1 Have long been ſo very weak 
and low, that I have had neither 
ſtrength nor ſpirits to write any thing, 
but what was abſolutely neceſſary. 1 
bleſs God I am at preſent a little re- 


cruited. My ſpirits have been better, 


but my ſtrength is ſtill very ſmall, 
and I am fearful of applying to any 


buſineſs, or even fitting down to write, 


left it ſhould throw me back again 


into. weakneſs and nervous complaints. 
However I muſt venture to ſend you 


a few lines : the confuſion and inter- 


ruption with which they are written 


may not make them leſs acceptable to 
you. My ſpirits have been greatly 


ur and a conſtant, painful ſen- 


ſation 
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ſation in every nerve and fibre hath 
waſted my fleſh, and filled my mind 
with ſenſations exquiſitely more pain- 
ful than thoſe of the body. I thank 
God, I have this laſt week been more 
comfortable, have got ſome refreſhing 
ſleep, and am more eaſy and cheerful ; 

though I ſtill find myſelf very weak, 
and unfit for any active ſervice, much 
leſs for any thing like ſtudy. I defire 
to be ſome way. or other ſerving and 
glorifying God ; but how. this can be 
done in ſuch circumſtances as mine, at 
leaſt by me, it is not eaſy to ſay. But 
Providence hath wiſe and gracious 
ends to anſwer by our afflictions, even 
| thoſe which incapacitate us for thoſe 
ſervices, to which we are ſtrongly in- 
clined, and for which we have ſome 
proper qualifications. We are often, 
and indeed, almoſt always, at a los, 
when we ſet ourſelves to judge of the 
_ reaſons of the divine conduct. Our 


duty 


— — AS a. 
5 - 
0 


publick and viſivle ſphere of action, ſweetened 
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duty is ſubmiſſion :* but that is not 
eaſy to be practiſed, nor can it be 
maintained as it ought to he, without 
a ſupply of the ſpirit of Feſus Chriſt, 
which I wiſh may be more abundantly 
ſhed abroad into our hearts. You 
need it very much in your miniſterial 
capacity; and confidering that ſtation 


in which Providence hath fixed you, 
to quicken you to the duties of it, 


and to reconcile you to its inconveni- 
ences and diſagreeable circumſtances ; 
which I ſhould think would be eaſily 


| borne by a good man, who hath 


Health 


* « T wiſh to be content as a patient, waiting 
ſervant. St. PA ul ſtyles himſelf; a ſervant, a 
miniſter, and an apoſtle of Chriſt, while in 
priſon. --I have lately been comforted with this 
paſſage from an old writer. © One act of filent 
ſubmiſſion, and a quiet application to thoſe 
duties, which are immediately neceflary, though 
neither eaſy nor honourable, is of much more 
value than a long train of activity and zeal in a 


by reputation and applauſe.“ Nov. 29, 1781. 
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health and ſpirits, and forms a juſt 
eſtimate of the worth of ſouls, the 
oreat buſineſs of life, and the duties 
of the miniſterial office. Ss 
I have juſt been reading a volume 
of ſermons written by a Dr. Hop- 
KINS, formerly a prebendary of Wor- 
ceſter, publiſhed by the celebrated Dr. 
 Hrexzs. In ſome account of his life 
prefixed to it, he obſerves, ©© That he 
ce went every Saturday fourteen long 
&« dirty miles from Worcester to a 
ce ſmall country-pariſh, believing that 
* Chriſt paid the ſame price for the 
ce poor as the rich, the cottager and the 
ce courtier, and that a faithful paſtor, 
« who truly endeavoured to fave the 
e ſoul of the meaneſt ploughman, 
« would have as great a reward from 
cc his Maſter, as he that laboured to 
te convert the greateſt emperor in the 
« world.” He would ſay, That 
* . was not to value his pariſh 
ce for 
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te for the revenue or the quality of 


e the people in it, but purely as a cure 


cc of ſouls, as a vineyard, in which he 
ce was God's huſbandman: that as 
large and as acceptable a return of 
« his labours might be made from a 
ce country cure, as from a pariſh in a 
« royal city, and that a good ſermon, 
e by God's bleſſing, would be the 


cc power of God to falvation in a 


c church, where there was not a ſword 


© or a diamond to be ſeen, as where 
e coaches crowded about the church 
c door.” 


I with Dr. STonnovusz's inſer- 


tions, in the newſpapers, from my 


Letters, may be of ſervice to their 


readers. We do not know what good 
we do. A young phyſician of conſide- 
rable reputation and fortune (Dr. Bos- 
rock) died lately at Liverpool of a 
violent fever. A little before his 
death, he told the miniſter who attend- 
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ed him, and who is a friend of mine, 
that he had received great and laſting 


benefit in his religious. intereſts, by 


reading ſome letters of mine, to my 


nephew, when they were fellow-pup us. 


together at the academy. I had no 
idea, that he or any one elſe, had 12 


ſuch letters. But I am thankful he 


did, fince they were attended, with ſuch 
a happy effect“ 
Is am truly concerned, that you 
have under your paſtoral care any 


flagrantly diſobedient to the laws of | 
Chriſt. But what miniſter hath nar 


ſuch under his care? There was a 
traitor in Chriſt's family. ,Young 


miniſters are apt to ſet out with expec- 
tations raiſed 100 high, and expect mare 


encouragement and ſucceſs than they 
VOL, I. K are 


B+ The editor of theſe letters 1 reaſon to has | 
lieve, that the publication of them has been 
uſeful: for which he would be thankful to a 
kind Providence. 


1 
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are ever likely to find. Old Adam 
will be too hard for young MELanc- 
THON, as that venerable reformer 
complained, after he had been 
ſome time a preacher, and had great 
expectation from his zealous miniſtry, 
I hope you will have ſome very 
comfortable and improving weeks 
with the doctor and his family, during 
his refidence at Cheverel; which you 
muſt ſet againſt many uncomfortable 
and dreary ones in the winter. I wiſh 
the doctor would ride on horſe-back 
every dry day, as I do. Recipe cabal- 
lum, is his beſt preſcription.*® Surely 
he might meet with ſome gentle, caſy 
Horſe, no matter how il|l-ſhaped and 
ugly, that might carry him ſafely about 
5, the fields of Coo, 1 remenuber an 


aged 


© #; See the life of the Right Reverend Father 
in | God, SeTHn, Lord Biſhop of Saliſtary, writ- 


ten by Dr. WaLTER Porx, 1697, Pages 65, 66, 
and 178. 
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aged gouty miniſter, who could not 


walk; and having a large garden, he, 


uſed to ride often round it in a day. 


upon an old ſteady horſe, who uſed to 
count his rounds for him; and then, 
when he had completed them, would 
ſtop and proceed no further, though 
the rider tried every perſuaſive and 
pungent argument to excite him. I 
| heartily wiſh and pray for his health 
and continued uſefulneſs.— Mr. B. is 
ſettled at Cam, within a mile of Durſleyz 
in Gloucester/hire ; which is, I imagine; 


about thirty miles from you. Tou 


might contrive to meet at ſome place 
equidiſtant: and he ſays, he mall Dy 


"oy glad to ſee you. I 
Continue your good widhed ood 
prayers for me. I want more clearneſs 


and ſatisfaction as to the great con- 


cern. My prayers are ſo broken, and 
attended with ſo much diſtraction and 


impertinence, that they are uncomfort- 
| Kk 2 able 
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able to myſelf, and can hardly be ac- 


ceptable, even with all the gracious 
allowance of the goſpel. But I do not 
love to trouble my friends with my 
complaints, any further than to defire 


and direct their petitions. 
. Tour S affectionately, 
J rio. 


2 8. Pray prevent your friend 
Mr: * from buying me any of the 
cuſtor-oil he ſpoke of, as I have met 
with ſome in this town, and have laid 
in a good ſtock of it. This is ſome - 
thing like HogszEs, with his new 
frieze- coat at ninety ſix. This, 
ſaid he, will laſt me three Years 3 then 
I will have juſt ſuch another,” But 
Iam no e | | Cf 


| 1 


4 
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LETTER N 

DEAR SIR; | 

+ July 22, 1774. 


1 AM very glad! to hear, that you 
are getting upon a plan of economy.* 
Tou will find great comfort and benefit 
by attending to it diligently and daily, 
and making the errors of one day and 

week, a check upon the expences of 
the next. A man muſt deny himſelf 
many agreeable circumſtances and in- 
dulgencies, if he would keep within 
the compaſs of a moderate income, 
eſpecially if he would fave ſomething, 
as all young men, particularly fingle 
men, ought to do. I think no man 
living ought to ſpend the whole of his 
income „ but make ſome. proviſion 


TINS 


e ® In the Akten La are ſome excellent 
. obſervations on economy. Dr, Kirris. 
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yearly for contingent and neceſſary | 
EXPENCES. In this view, I have found 
it abſolutely neceſſary to avoid taking 
ſome journies, buying ſome books,“ 
or particularly expenſive cloaths, which 
_ otherwiſe I ſhould have liked. An 
error on the ſaving fide is by far the 
beſt, as being moſt for a man's (eſpe- 
. cially a clergyman's) reputation, in- 
tereſt, and uſefulneſs. Beſides, minds 
formed to a benevolent turn „and 
which are ready to pity, aſſiſt, and 
relieve the diſtreſſed, will be often! , 
without the utmoſt frugality, brought 
into a very diſagreeable fituation ; 
either to withhold their charity, and 


thereby hurt their judgment and in- 


| clination, 5 


| 10 Bec cautious not to HEY bs wich 


you do not want, Buy thoſe chiefly, which 
will be of great and ſtanding uſe to you, as 4 
divine, through life; as ſome good critics, come 
mentators, and practical writers. But I am 
afraid of your over · doing, even in buying 
| vſetul books. "— Mr. Oxon to * editar. 
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. Clination, or to leave ſome. debts un- 
paid beyond the proper time, or to 
ſolicit their income before it is due; 
either of which will be very injurious 
to their credit and character, and the 
acceptance and ſucceſs of their miniſtry. 
Conſidering your natural diſpoſition, 
you ought to read WATKINSON on 
economy,* (price four-pence) at leaſt 
once a quarter, till you have not only 
imbibed his maxims, but brought 
yourſelf to an habit of acting upon 
them, and never for a ſingle inſtance, 
or in the value of a penny, ſwerving 
from them. There will be another 
great advantage in your caſe attending 
this. It will habituate you to fore- 
ſight, a care to remember, and conſi- 
der, and calculate times and expences, 


x 4 eſpecially 


| ® WATXINSON on economy, with archbiſhop 
Hor T's Infirufticns to the Clergy, and Dr. 
.SToNnnousE's Hints i» a Curate, bound 
. togeti:er, make an admirable Yade-Mecum for 
2  Joung n . 
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eſpecially before you go from home. 
It will diſpoſe and habituate you to get 
your ſermons ready in time; and in 
ſhort, have a moſt happy influence on 
your health, fortune, and reputation. 
That remark hath been fealed by the 
ruin of thouſands for both worlds, 
He that deſpiſeth ſmall things, ſhall fall by 
little and little, (Eccles. xix. 1.) I hope 
you will excuſe the freedom with 
which I write to you upon this ſubject, 
as your comfort and uſefulneſs Lie 
near my heart. OE 
I ſhall 1 believe, read no more of 
the controverſy“ your letter ſpeaks of; 
as J am tired with ſuch idle and endleſs 
debates. f Mr. BAxXTER ſaid in his old 
| FEES | *. ; — : 7 age 
Between the late Mr. FLET REE, vicar of 
Madeley, Shropſhire, and his opponents. 
I know no better book than Dr. WII- 


Liams's Goſpel-truth flated and windicated, to 
enable you to judge of theſe controverſies. He 
is the cleareſt; faireſt controverſial writer ho am 
acqueinted with.“ — Mr. Ox rox. 8 
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age, I have done with theſe debates 
and ſpeculations. The creed, the 
Lord's prayer, and the ten com- 
mandments content me, and are my 
daily meat and drink, and have been 
ſo to many other aged divines and 

chriſtians.” But theſe controverſies 
are no new things; they are as old as 
chriſtianity, and were foretold in it; 
and therefore ſhould be no ftumbling- 
block to any. The things ſo much 
diſputed about are not and cannot be 

fundamentals. Let miniſters . dwell 
upon the plain things of the goſpel ; 
and preach indiſputable doctrines prac- 
tically, and moral duties evangelically. 
I ſhall be. glad to ſee Dr. Srox- 
Housz's Hints to 4 Curate; and wiſh 
they may do much good, Price 6d, 
ſold. 52 Rwino ron. | | 
52 1 


93 This uſeful 1 was firſt publiſhed i in E | 
| 1774s when the editor of theſe letters was the 


doctor; 5 
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I bleſs God, I have been in better 
ſpirits for the laſt fortnight, and been 
able pretty ncarly-to balance accounts 
with my correſpondents, and to do a 
little in reviſing ſome ſermons, which 
J mean to publiſh. But I cannot do 
much at a time. Many hours, and 
ſome whole days, I am quite laid afide 
as uſeleſs, and often in great pain and 
weakneſs. But having obtained help 
of God, I continue to this day: and 
bleſſed be his name, have ſome inter- 
_ vals of * and cheerfulneſs, which I 
; hope 


doctor's curate. An eminent dignltury (Dr. 
"Tucker, dean of Gloucefter ) ſpeaks of it in 
the following manner. It is as: ſeaſonable 
and uſeful a thing as any the doctor ever pub- 
| liſhed. And though much of his plan may 
be imprafticable in large pariſhes, . yet many 
of the hints may be well adopted in all 
places: and the clergy in general have all 
ſomething to learn from it.“ One of our pre- 
ſent — Sives thele Hints to thoſe wu 
he ordains. 


\ 
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hope are employed to ſome - valuable 
purpoſes. But notwithſtanding all mY 
this favourable diſcipline, and this ] 
mixture of 'mercies and afflictions, 
which I have experienced for ſo many 
ears, I find very little improvement 
in the divine life. I feel much languor 
and deadneſs at thoſe ſeaſons, and in 
thoſe circumſtances, when I ought to 5 
be moſt ſerious, lively, and attentive, 
and cannot raiſe my groveling heart to 
that ſpirituality and heavenly minded- 
neſs, which is ſo deſirable for one, who 
is an the borders of the grave. My 
thoughts cling too much to earth, 
empty as it is, and to this body, from 
which I have ſuffered, and am daily 
ſuffering, ſo much pain and uneaſineſs. 
—] entertain myſelf f in reading my 
good old books, in which there is a 
ſavour and a ſuitableneſs to my caſe, | 
which I find in few modern ones. 1 


have been — for a fifth or fixth i 
time | = J 


— — 
9 1 
9 5 
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time Dr. Lucas's Enquiry after Hap- 


pineſs, and his other pieces; which 


always afford me new pleaſure. I 


pray God to aſſiſt and proſper you in 
all your undertakings for his glory, 


and the edification of the church, and 
beg the continuance of your prayers 
forme, that I may be doing ſome little 

good, while I am continued here, and 
be growing more and more meet for 


a open ſphere of ſervice, when my 


* Lucas's character as a writer, as given "4 
Dr. DoppriDGe.—t His ſtyle very peculiar : 
ſometimes exceeding free, nearly approaching 
converſation : ſometimes grand and ſublime : 


generally very expreſſive. His method not 


clear, but thoughts excellent ; many taken from 
attentive. obſervation of life : wrote, as per 


devoted to God, and ſuperior to the world. 


His Pradiical Chriſtianity moſt valuable; and 
 Bngquiry after Happintſi, aipecially * ſecond 
. of n 5 
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Maſter calls me hence. I am always 
glad to hear from you, and am, 


Dear Sir, 
| Your affectionate and faithful 
FE friend, and humble ſervant, * 
| JOB ORTON. + 


46 


| DEAR SIR, 
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January 14.1775. 


Ar this ſeaſon of the year, it is 
uſyal for k wiſe and prudent people 


to ſettle their accounts, to pay their 


debts, and to leave none outſtanding. 
But it is the unhappy caſe of ſome, 
who bear an honeſt mind, and are 


willing to be out of debt, not to be 
able to be ſo. This is at preſent, and 


is often, my own caſe with regard to 
my epiſtolary correſpondents. Not 


for want of an honeſt mind, or a real 


affection to my friends, but through 
inability. I have long been a bankrupt 
in my health, and ftrength, and ſpirits, 
and muſt throw myſelf 1 upon the com- 
paſſion and kindneſs of my friends to 
bear with me and excuſe me, and 1 
hope they are, and will be willing, to 

accept 
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accept of a compoſition, and to take 4 


part of what I owe to their friendſhip 
in lieu of the whole. I have no 
reaſon to ſuppoſe, that you in particu- 
lar will be an unmerciful creditor, and 
therefore muſt beg your acceptance of 


a ſmail compoſition for gtwo or three 


very friendly letters, for Which I am 
indebted to you. It is ſo painful and 
injurious to me in general to write, and 
there are ſo few intervals, in which 1 
can muſter up a little ſtrength and a 
few ſpirits to write to my friends, that 


I "need great candour and indulgence 
from them. Nor is it ſo eaſy on other 


accounts to me to write as it was for- 
merly: in all reſpects, non ſum qualis 
eram. But I hope all my friends are 


endeavouring to reſemble our common 
Father and Friend, who accepts ac- 


_ cording to what a man hath, and not 
according to what he hath not ; who 


conſiders 


2 1 * 


„ i 
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confiders our frame, and makes graci- 
ous allowances for our infirmities. 

I am ſorry for the trouble and 
vexation you have had, and are likely 
to have, with your eccentrick fi ingers. 
They are in general conceited, trou- 
bleſome fellows, and have no more 
religion than an organ or a fiddle. 
And I wiſh, the doctor, when he comes 
to you, may be able to bring them to 
order. But ſteadineſs, and not yielding 
to them, is the only way to bumble 
them. | 
Tu ne cede malis; ſed contra adenine 4 ito. 
I would -propoſe in the mean time, 
that you talk calmly and ſeriouſly to 
them ſeparately, and endeavour to give 
them better notions than they have, of 
the nature and de/ign.of Pſalmody;. and 
P - particularly urge upon their conſciences 
a reverence for the preſence.of Cod; and 
how affronting it muſt, be to him to 
Have the church turned into a theatre, 

and 
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and divine worſhip into a Nice. Þ 
know nothing more likely to en 
and reform them.* 


I am glad you ſaw Lady WH IT- 
MORE at Bath, A ſhort interview with 
her now and then, when you can enjoy 


it, in paſling, without appearing to 
force yourſelf n her notice, may be 
501 2. n 1 ſerviceable 


All perſons, ſays Archbiſhop Szcxzx, in is 
ſecond charge to his clergy, who are by nature 
qualified, ought to learn, and conſtantly join, to 
glorify Him that made them, in pſalms and 
ſpiritual ſongs. This was the practice of the 
early chriſtians : it was reſtored very juſtly at 
the reformation: and hath declined of late, 
within moſt of our memories, very unhappily. 
For the improvements made by a few in church- 
muſic, were they real improvements, will ſeldom 
equal the harmony of a general chorus ; in which 
any leſſer diſſonances are quite loſt; and it is 
ſomething inexpreſlibly elevating, to hear the 
voice of a great multitude, as the voice of many 
waters and of mighty thiunders, to ſpeak in the 
words of ſcripture, making a joyful noiſe to the 
God of their Jatvation, and finging his . _ 
„ | 


— 
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ſerviceable to you. But you have lived 
long enough in the world already, not 
to depend upon the promiſes of great 
people. Surely, men of high degree 
are a lie, is as true now, as it was 
in David's time, and the inference he 
drew, 1s equally wiſe and ſalutary, not 
to truft in them, but to make the moſt 


high God our friend and refuge, who 


will never forſake us. I can ſee no 
impropriety in your making her a 
preſent of my Diſcourſes to the Aged.+ 


J know not whether the author's being 


a diſſenter would prejudice her againſt 
them. But 8 I know , that 
Fore 600 


Palm Ixii. 9. 

Þ+ Second edition, price three ſhillings and 

ſixpence.— The ſubjects of which are admirably 

adapted to the ſituation of the perſons for whom 
they wete intended ; and concerning which, it 


Was juſtly obſerved, that they breathe an excellent 


ſpirit, and ſhew an earneſt deſire in the writer 


to advance the intereſts of genuine piety, and 


practical religion, © Kiyy1s's account 7 Mr. 
OR rox. 
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Sir Thomas WHnrTMORE often treated 
the author with great civility and 
reſpe&, when he was in his company, 
eſpecially about thirty years ago, at 
the time our county-infirmary Was Juſt 


eſtabliſhed.* 


The death of Miſs W. 67 this : : 


town, was a very ſudden and awful 
event. It was occafioned by a morti- 
fication in her bowels, brought on, it 
is ſuppoſed, by eating too many raifins 
on the preceding day. The family 
were greatly affected, but bore the 
calamity well. It fell peculiarly. heavy 
on a 9 * in London, of 
e moſt 


79 Mr. our bad acted voluntarily as ſecre-' 
tary to the infirmary ; drawn up ſome of its firſt 
reports ; had preached in its behalf at his place of 
worſhip ; at the ſame time ſubſcribing himſelf, 
and procuring the ſubſcriptions of others: and 
as party diſputes ran high at the time of its 
eſtabliſhment, he had the happy art of To conci- 

liating matters, that the Charity received n 
— inj 8 
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a moſt amiable temper and character, 
to whom ſhe would have been mar- 
ried in a few months. He came 
down to the funeral, and ſhewed much 
of the ſpirit of a chriſtian, with all the 
feelings of a man, and the tenderneſs 
of a lover. I wrote to Dr. Srox Hos 
an account of the circumſtances of the 
caſe, addreſſed to his daughter, which 


J find he inſerted in the Briſtol news 


paper; which if it doth good it 18 
well.“ » 
1 can 

. So ſpeedily was this me; flower cut 
down, in all the bloom of health and cheerful- 
neſs; and with the moſt agreeable proſpects 
before her ! — So ſoon may other young ladies 
vaniſh from their parents and friends, and enter 
upon an awful eternity; ſo ſoon may all their 
| ſchemes and views for this world be blaſted ar 
once ! — Thoſe who are anaffected with ſuch 
an infirufive event as this, or can be ſoon 
Forgetful of it, do great injury to their own 
Judgement, and to the good education they 
have had. — Tis to be hoped this /riking and 

1” rae adden 
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J can read very little theſe ſhort 
dark days, but I ſometimes entertain 
myſelf with ſome of my good old 
authors. F ULLER'S Zoly State hath. 
afforded me much pleaſure: in which 
there are many trifling things, but 
ſome lively remarks ; it abounds with 
hiſtorical anecdotes, ſome of which 
deſerve remembrance, and may per- 
tinently be introduced into ſermons, 

and be very entertaining and uſeful. 
He deals much in puns and gingle, 

but was a man of vaſt reading. He 
publiſhed ſeveral folios, as the Holy 
State, his Church Hiſtory, (a large valu- 

PF 


fſudden "IRE of ſo young a ks into the : 
other world, will be the means of cauſing 
ſurvivors to ponder on it, and to receive in- 
firuftion from it; and eſpecially to think, 
now and then, on that important text, ſo 
awfully illuſtrated by this and the ike fre- 
quent events; (Prov. xxvii. 1.) © Boaſt not 
thyſelf of to- morroav; for thou knoweſt not 
what @ day may bring forth.“ 
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able folio,) and another entitled, the 
Worthies of England, or the Hiſtory of 
eminent Men, in the ſeveral counties 
where they were born. I read not 
long ago, Sir MATrTREW HaLz's 


38 . If you have them not, 


'T would recommend them to your 
peruſal. The ſtyle is awkward; but 


they are full of excellent matter, and 


would furniſh out materials for many 
uſeful ſermons. I have read them 
more than once or twice before, but 
never obſerved their uſefulneſs ſo 
much in this view, as lately. Beſides 
this, there is a variety of moſt excellent 
hints of advice, concerning a man's 
behaviour in every part of his ſocial 
character; tho* they are only given, 
as his thoughts, purpoſes and reſolu- 
tions, with regard to his own perſonal : 
conduct. He is a ftriking inſtance of 
the truth of that obſervation, which 
cannot be too often inculcated, or too 
carefully 
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carefully attended to, — © that if a 
man allows himſelf to be imprudent, 
giddy and inattentive in any one inſtance, 
tho” it be in itſelf mall and inconfider- 
able, it will have an unhappy influence 
upon his whole conduct; no fixed Prin- 
ciple keeps him from being ſo in all 


other inſtances, and had he equal tempt- 


ations, he would violate all the duties 
of prudence, and by -degrees, thoſe 5 
morality and religion too.“ It 

therefore peculiarly neceſſary, and of 
the utmoſt importance, that perſons 


in their early years and ſirſt ſetting out 
in life, keep a reſolute watch over 
themſelves, even in the ſmalleſt in- 
ſtances, in which their natural temper 


leads them to be imprudent and indiſ- 
_ creet, and not neglect this important 
queſtion, before they undertake even 
any little affair, /s it right and fit, 
prudent and proper? I have read 
ne chere of a ſaying of the famous 

„ Bxuros, 


4 : 


> > 
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BxvTvus, that he looked upon that 


perſon as having been ill educated, or 


as having ſpent his youth very badly, 
who had not learned to fay c NO 
boldly. 
lan thankful, that I was led 
in early life to read ſo much practical 
divinity, and the lives and hiſtories of 
good men; as I can remember what 1 
then: read better than what I read 
yeſterday, which is the caſe with moſt 
old people, eſpecially if they have bo- 
. dily diſeaſes added to the natural 
decays of age. I have fewer and 
| ſhorter intervals of what may be called 
eaſe than uſual, and muſt expect them 
to grow ſhorter. I am a wonder to 
myſelf, that I have lived to ſee the 
beginning of another year. I] cannot 
expect to ſee the end of it. May I 
employ the poor remains of life as 
well as poſſible! I wiſh my infirmities 
wy: ſuggeſt hints of . caution to my 
i Yager 
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younger brethren and friends, to apply 
_ diligently to their Maſter's work, to 
be frugal of their time; and frugal of 
their money, as age and prior infirmities, 
may render them incapable of doing 
good, or filling up ſtations in which 
they might be comfortably ſupported. 
And the ſtate of the world at preſent 
is ſuch, that nothing can be more 
diſagreeable and painful, than to be in 
circumſtances of neceſſity and depend- 
ence, when every comfortable circum- 
ſtance and accommodation is ſo defir- 
able to lighten the burdens of life, 
Loſs of time, and negle& of oppor- 
tunities of uſefulneſs, often oppreſs 
my ſpirits. Spending too much time 
about rifling books and ſtudies, the 
contents and ſubjects of which I could 
with entirely to have blotied from my 
memory, 18 a very painful circumſtance. 


I mention what gives me uneafineſs, 


that you may now avoid the like, and 
* : 
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employ your health and money, your 
time and abilities, ſo as to leave no 
room for painful reflections hereafter. 
May God prolong your life, as much 
as his glory, and your own uſefulneſs 
and comfort may render defirable, and 
may the cloſe of it have no bitter 
- remorſe, no uneaſy ſenſations attend- 
ing it! Continue your prayers for 
me, and believe me to be, Dear Sir, 
Your fincere and affectionate | 
friend, and faithful ſervant, 


JOB ORTON. 
Þ.. $. Beſides Lucas $ Enquiry 


= Happineſs, (as mentioned in a 
former letter) he publiſhed two vo- 
lumes of ſermons, which I much 
admire; and likewiſe a ſmall tract, 
concerning the duty of ſervants, with 
advices, and prayers for their uſe : but 
his principal work was a ſmall treatiſe 


f called Pratiical Chriſtanity, or the chief 
| aſs 
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deſign of the goſpel, which hath gone 
through many editions, and contains 
the ſubſtance of forty or fifty excellent 
ſermons, and is one of the beſt books 
I know for a young miniſter, or indeed 
any perſon, to read a chapter of it 
daily.? „„ 
LETTER 


* I herewith (ſays Sir RICHARD STEELE) - 
ſend you Dr. Lucas's Practical Chriſtianity, 
for your ſerious peruſal. If you have already 
read it, I deſire you would give it to one 
of your friends, who has or. I think you 
cannot recommend it better than in inſerting, 
by way of ſpecimen, theſe paſſages which I 
point out to you. — Since I have a ſeul capable 
of happineſs and miſery, it naturally follows, 
that it were unreaſonable to %% this ſoul for 
the gain of the whole world. For the ſoul 
is J my/elf ; but if that be miſerable, 7 muit 
needs be ſo. Outward circumſtances of for- 
tune may. give the world occaſion to think 
me happy, but they can never. make me 8 
Shall I call myſelf happy, if diſcontent and 
farrow eat out the life and ſpirit of my ſoul? 
If * and paſſons riot, Li mutiny in my 
| | boſom? 
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"LETTER: Xn. 
DEAR SIR, 


| Joly 28, 1775. 

I AM willing to write to you 
once more, before you leave Cheverel, 
to go to your new. living,* though I 
have nothing very particular to ſay 


to you. I was glad to ſee your mo- 


ther, as it gave me an opportunity of 
converſing with her about your ſettle- 


ment at Vormington; and ſhe talked 


like a wiſe and good woman, and a 
tender parent. I really think it would 
be beſt for you, not to keep houſe 


there, at leaſt at preſent. Cannot you 


5 | contrive 


boſom ? If my fins ſcatter an uneaſy ſhame 

all over me, and my | wt appalls and frightens 

me? What awails it, that my rooms are ſtately, 

&c? See the Guardian, Vol. 1, No. 63, for 

the remainder of this: friking quotation, - 
'* Wormington, in Glouceſterſhires 
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contrive to board with ſome reputable 
farmer in the pariſh, in whoſe houſe 


you might have a room, and be 
accommodated with all neceſſaries at 


a cheap rate? Thus you would live 


in a family-way, and not find the 


enſuing winter ſo dull, as it will be, 
if you are in your parſonage-houſe: 
and thus you will ſave money to fur- 
niſh your houſe, when you ſee occaſion 
for ſo doing. I have often heard Dr. 


DopprIDGs and ſeveral other divines 


ſay, that they lived very comfortably 
in farm-houſes, at their firſt ſetting 
out, and I ſhould think it on many 
accounts defirable for you.* But of 


this you muſt judge for yourſelf. 


Extract from a letter of Mr. (afterwards 
Dr.) DoppriIDGE to a lady of his ac- 


quaintance ; written _ foon after he began . 
to preach. 


OY uly 15, T7 EM 
eres revolutions have E in my 
little affairs ſince I wrote to you laſt, On 
| FP firſt of June I removed from Hinckley, 
am Come to a * village in the neigh- 


nen 
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I waited with impatience to hear 


from Dr. SToxnHovse, to learn the 
ſtate of his own and his family's 


health. The letter I have received 
from him, 5 like all other earthly intel- 
| ligences 


W lf „F ; . whers I am ſettled, 
and have laid aſide all thoughts of going to 
Coventry, though 1 have been mach ſolicited 
to it fince my coming hither. — My ſettle- 
ment here is on ſome accounts very pleaſant, 
but on others diſagreeable enough. I board 


at a farmer's houſe; and as for eating and 


drinking we are well enough provided for, 


excepting the artiele of dear tea, of which 
I am confident, there never was one drop 


drank i in the houſe fince it was built, unleſs 


— K 4 - 


ford. The maſter and miſtrels of the famil , 


are very good plain ſort of people; but his 


politeneſs extends no farther than the team 
and the plough, nor her's than the poultry 


or the dairy; and they are ſo much taken 


up With theſe important affairs, that your poor 
friend has but little of their company. I 


am frequently, alone twenty-one hours in 
| COR and ſometimes e dine, 


and 
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ligences and concerns, is counter- 
changed, and gives reaſon for a mix- 
ture of joy and grief. But he and 1 
have lived ſo long to little purpoſe, 
15 we have not learned to expect theſe 
mixed 


al ſup by myſelf I cannot fay that this 
eremitical lite 1s very agreeable to my natural 
temper, Which inclines me to ſociety. I -am 
| neceſſarily obliged to ſtudy hard, and if it 
were not for that my life would be a burden.” 
In what manner Mr. Doppripee ſpent 
ud time in this early period of his life, in 
ſuch retired ſituations, will be ſeen by the 
following letter to his brother- in- law, wherein 
he excuſes himfelf for writing ſhort. ore rag 
accounts of buſineſs. | 
| \Harborough, June 29, wic 
5 Wedneſday — N. N 0 'chek. 
Dear Ft 
I make it a maxim with me, to write 
either to you or my diſter, whenever an op- 
portunity offers itſelf for that purpoſe.” 80 
un os Re two or three letters from me, 
ä 8 when 
_ © *® The Rev. Mr. Join Notrizngig of Ongar, in 
Eſer, who died in the year 1734 


— 2 o 
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mixed ſcenes, and not to be greatly 

moved by them; and eſpecially to 
improve them to quicken our dili- 
gence, and improve our piety. He is 
gone with his _ to ſpend ſome 


time 


when other more exact Saas; have 
but one. You will not be offended then, 
that my letters are no longer; for you muſt 
conſider, that I have a great deal of buſineſs 
which requires my daily attendance. I was 
up at five o'clock this morning, and have 
been all this while ſtudying a part of the 
Epiſtle to the Romans, and writing letters. At 
this very time, DemosTHENEs is waiting to 
entertain me with one 'of his Philippicks ; 
and VIII is bringing back EN EAS to 
huis, camp, when I have long been in pain 
ſor his abſence. Doctor TILLO TSO has 
prepared an admirable ſermon, which he will 
deliver quickly in my chamber, with his uſual 
grace and ſweetneſs. And then GerrarD 
Ba Au pr, will go on with his Hiſtory of 
the perſecution of the Remonſtrants after their 
condemnation at the Synod of Dort. In the 
afternoon 1 expect to hear from PI Ix v, who 
* 
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time at Cheſter-Hauſe, in Northamptou- 
ſhire, which is a charming” place for 
meditation, reading, and devotion; 

vol. 1. in aud 


Pa favours me with two or three 
epiſtles a day, though a ſtranger and an 
heathen, while yon, a chriſtian miniſter and 
my brother, will hardly write once in a 
quarter. I am indeed to drink a diſh of tea 
with ſome agreeable women in the evening, 
and may poffibly look over a chapter or two 
in the hiſtory of the four Kings.« If I 
ſhould be moderately tranſparted with the 
joy of victory, or the grief and ſorrow of a 
defeat; with love to Mrs. * ®, or anger 
againſt my antagoniſt, I hope to find my re- 
medy in the converſation of Mr. Bac, ä 
who has lately undertaken to teach me the 
government of the paſſions, which indeed I 
ought to have learnt ſome time ago. Dr. 
PoTTER is teaching me Grecian Antiquities. 
But I fear, I ſhall hardly have time to ſpeak 
with him to-day. However, I will, if poſ- 
ſible, attend upon my tutor CR ADO CR in 
b the 
ho Clubs, . &c.— “ 1 am determined to 
leave off cards, which have in ſome inſtances 
proved a ſnare to me.“ Diary, 1728. | 


- 
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and chere i is no doubt but that he and 


Mrs. S rox Housk will improve it ac- 
cordingly. I heartily wiſh he may be 
free while there, from all diſagreeable 

and impertinent company, and that his 


health may be greatly recruited by his 


receſs. The doctor wiſhes to leave 


Briſtol entirely, and I truſt Providence 


will direct him to ſome comfortable 
and uſeful ſettlement. I have deſired 
cha Ec him 


the evening, who is lecturing to me on the 


epiſtles, with great accuracy and ſolidity. 
Beſides this, I have a kind of a ſhort ſermon 


to preach in the family, according to my 
daily cuſtom, and three or four letters to 
tranſcribe into ſhort- hand. Now I will leave 
you, who are one of the greateſt clerks I 
know, to judge whether all this buſineſs 


will leave me time to ſay any thing more, 


than how does my dear fiſter, with my ſer- 


vice to her? I am, 


| Your affectionate brother and . | 
Pxitiy DoppriDGE, 


| See alſo Mr. Ox ron's Life of Dr. Dop- 
PRIDGE, page 21, ſecond edition. 


_ — — ' ð——2fʒm— 
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him to remember the words e "Wn 
poet: os 


Yet tte, while it forms the fubtile plan; 
Some purer ſource of pleaſure to explore, 

Muſt deem it vain for that poor pilgrim, man, 
5 rr think of reſting till his journey's o'er. 


Iam glad I have no viſitors like 
Mr. , no ſuch Bath friends. I 


would not have them. They are not 
friends, While I am independent, I 
would not ſubmit to ſuch grievances 
and inconveniences, nor ſhould my 


wife (if I had ſuch an one as his). 


« What muſt we do?” — they will _ 
ſay : Why break off all correſpondence 155 


with ſuch. Tell them (as I did at 
Shrewſbury, and do here) I am old 
and infirm : I will have my own hours. 


At them I ſhall be glad to ſee my 


friends; but they muſt come ſoon, and 


| 80 ſoon, or not at all.” — But we 
„ cannot 


21 hes occurred. to us, (fays Dr. kirris) 
that Mr. 3 who ſo long reſided at 
Kidderminſter, ; 
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cannot do this at ” Then I would 
remove to the land's-end, or to a welch- 
mountain, and would not facrifice ſuch 


bleſſings as health, regularity, domeſtic 
— and family- religion, for any 


perſon 


- Kauf. the orkjcigal ſeat of Mr. Bax- 
TER's miniſterial uſcfulneſs, had a conſider- 
able reſemblance, in certain reſpects, to that 
famous divine. In extent of abilities, BAx- 
rn was undoubtedly greatly ſuperior to Mr. 
OrTon, and he prodigiouſly exceeded him 
in the multiplicity. of his writings ; but with 
regard to the nature of their practical works, 
and the ſtrictneſs, (we had almoſt ſaid the 
rigidneſs) of their perſonal piety, there was 
no ſmall degree of fimilarity, Both of them 

diſplay in their productions, the ſame ardent . 
real to excite the attention of men to their 
eternal concerns, and urge theſe concerns with 
peculiar - energy and pathos, Both of them 
were animated with a ſeriouſneſs of fpirit, 
which ſeems never to have forſaken them in 
the moſt ordinary occurrences of life: nor 
could either of them bear to be much in- 
terrupted in their ſacred employments. When 
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perſon or perſons whatſoever. I am 
independent, and will be ſo. A few 
nights ago, I heard ſome weaver' s lad 
finging a ſong under my window, of 


which I remember no more than this 


Let them fay what they will 
By Jove I'Il be free.” — I have little 
company and acquaintance. Eaſe and 
quiet, and an interview now and then 
with a worthy friend, bound my ambi- 
tion. But I have a numerous and 
excellent ſociety of prophets, apoſtles, 
and practical writers, eſpecially Bax- 
TER, BArEs, and ScuDDER, with 
| whom « have lately n converſing. 
M3. I am 
ſome viſitors to Mr. Baxrit, he l 
fat awhile with him, ſaid, We are afraid, 
fir, that we break in upon your time;“ his 
anſwer was, to be ſure you do.” What 
Was Mr. Oxron's diſpoſition in this reſpect, 
is expreſſed with great vivacity in one of his 
| tetters to a young clergyman, Letter xvii, page 
535 164. — Account by Kirris. | 


166 eee L. 17. 


I am truly ſorry for your com- 
plaints of yourſelf, and the ſtate of your 
own mind: but hope, they are not 

altogether juſt. The neglect or formal 

| —— of ſecret duties, is but a 
bad ſymptom. But I am glad you have 
a conviction of this. Cheriſh it, my 
dear fir, I beſeech you; and immedi- 
ately and reſolutely ſet to work, and 
labour to attain more of the devotional, 
(that is) the true, ſpirit of the goſpel.-- 
If you have (as I hope you falſely 
ſuggeſt) all to begin again, let it be 
done without delay, with a humble 

dependence upon, and diligent ſeeking 
after, divine grace. Endeavour to 
improve ſhort intervals in converſing 
with God and your own heart: repeat 
ſome devotional pſalms and hymns, 
when you are lying down in bed, 
when you awake, and are rifing and 
_drefling. I think I have found ſome 
range by. this. Biſhop Kznn's 
are 
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are worth committing to memory. 


Apply diligently to your ſtudies, and 
the religious care of the ſouls of your 
pariſh, talking ſeriouſly and cloſely to 


them: remembering, that it is true 


in ſpirituals, © the liberal ſoul ſhall 
be made fat, and he that watereth, 
- ſhall be watered alſo himfelf.”” * - 


Your friends here are well. ns K 


ſhall be glad to receive a letter from 


you. There is no dean or biſhop 


loves you, and wiſhes you ſo well, and 


would be glad to ſerve you in his wigs | 


more than 
Tour 8 very efecionitely,” 
JOB ORTON. 
B 4 LETTER 


_ ® I recommended lately to a friend, Os- 
TERVALD'S treatiſe againſt the Sin of Impurity : 
which contains the ſtrongeſt motives for a 
life of purity, and the beſt direfions' how to 
attain it, that are any where to be found. 
This moſt valuable book is frequently to be 
bought from catalogues at a very low . 
Mur. Oro. We. 
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LETTER XVII. 
DEAR SIR, 


wks 23, 1775. 


/ 


I RECEIVED your letter from 
Gloceſter; and am much affected by 
What you fay in it of Biſhop WAxR- 
BURTON'S ſtate of ſuperannuation.* 
He was a man of great learning and 
abilities ; and I have ſeveral excellent 
letters of his by me, which were 
written many years ago to Dr. Dop- 
DRIDOG F. 

It 
2 Not that his memory and faculties, 
thaugh much impaired, were ever wholly diſ- 
abled:“ — ſays the -preſent Biſhop of Won- 
'CESTER, in his very intereſting, and finely | 
written Account of the life, Writings, and 
character of Biſhop WaR BURTON. | 
+ Since publiſhed in a Colliction of Letter: 


0 and from Dr. DopprIDGE, of Northamp- 
en; by the editor of theſe Letters, 1790. 


t. 18. YOUNG CLERGYMAN. 169 i 


It gives me pleaſure to find you are 
ſo comfortable in your new ſituation, 


and I heartily wiſh you ſucceſs in it. 


am afraid you find your pariſh like the 


field of the ſlothful, and that you have 


much difficult work to root out, as 


well as to plant. But ſet about it 


vigorouſly and reſolutely, and in divine 
ſtrength, with earneſt prayer for aſſiſt- 


ance and ſucceſs, and God will proſper 


you.— 'The plan of your introductory 
diſcourſe, differs. nothing from mine, 
on the ſame text, 1 Cor. ii. 2. (which 
which was the firſt ſermon I ever 
preached, and was delivered at Welford, 
in Northamptonſhire, April 15, 1739.) 
only I enter more into the ſeveral 
parts of the text than you have done, 
and have a more particular application; 


elſe in other reſpects your's is unexcept- 


ionable, proper and uſeful.Methinks, 
I would fain have you do ſomething. 
on each part of he Lord's day by way 


of 
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of exhortation. If you preach in the 
morning, expound in the afternoon 
one of the leſſons, or the epiſtle and 
goſpel for the day, in a ſhort manner, 
with ſome practical reflections upon it. 
You will meet with ſufficient help 
from your commentators, particularly 
: n HENRY: S * and Dop- 
' DRIDGE'S 


- Mr. Ouvah: was a great admirer of the two 
Mr. HEN RVS, father and ſon, and much reſem- 
bled them in his plain and practical manner of 
preaching. **.I. have been hearing HExNA A 

tie third,” ſaid a good man once to his neigh- 
bour, after having attended a lecture, preached 
by Mr. OrTon, at Broad Oak, in Flinthhire, 
the place where Mr, PRIIITr HENRY had 

formerly lived. He read Mr. MaTT#ew 
HEN A L's Expoſitions in his family, and had 
a moſt happy faculty, whilſt he was doing 
it, of abridging that truly uſeful, though too 
diffuſive writer. — The editor of theſe Letters 
avails himſelf of the opportunity afforded 
him, of expreſſing his thank fulneſs, for having 
been made acquainted with them in early 
| life, owing to the generoſity of a near rela- 
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DRIDGE's Family Expoſitor. This will 
be eaſier to you, than making a ſer- 
mon, perhaps equally uſeful to your 


people; and it will be a likely means 
to engage them to attend more regu- 
3 larly, 


tion, who made him a preſent of "SY ; and 


with great pleaſure bears his teitimony to their 


uſefulneſs, and the worth and piety of their 


author. — Mr. MArTRZW Henry was 2 
very excellent man, and a moſt laborious and 
uſeful divine. Perhaps, no writings, equally 
voluminous, (confiſting of ſeven volumes in 
folio) have been more acceptable, or been the 
means of doing more good. 
is conſidered, that he wrote ſo much, with⸗ 
out neglecting any other duties of his ſtation, 
(as his diary, which the editor is poſſeſſed of, 
manifeſtly ſhews he did not) and died but 
in the fiſty-ſecond year of his age; it ap- 
pears extraordinary, and points out what may 
be done, where abilities are not wanting, and 


where there is an ardent zeal. to promote 


the glory of God, and - the good of man- 
kind. As the editor eſteems it a kind 


of literary curioſity, be will lay before his 
| readers 


— 


And when it 
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_ larly, when they have ſomething more 
than the common ſervice. Biſhop 
Buxner ſtrongly recommends hos 
texts and ſhort ſermons, or, in our 
ſtyle, expoſitions: and this method 

PLE, Th of 


readers a brief account of the progreſs which 

Mr. Hengy made in writing his Expoſitions 

on the Bible, as it is extracted from his diary. 

The firſt mention he finds made of them 
occurs while the author was r in 

writing on Geneſis xiv. 

V. I. January 17, 1703, ſtudied in Genefis 1. 

Auguſt 18, 1706: ſiniſhed the Pentateuch. 

(in about eighteen months.) 

ä V. II. October 4, 1706; began the Hiſtorical Books. 
— April 5, 1708 : finiſhed the Hiſtorical 
Books. 1 
(in a year and ſix months.) 

V. III. December 13, 1708: began the Poetical 
Books.—Feb. 16, 1710: finiſhed the Poetical 
Books. 

(in about a year and two months.) 
v. Iv. April (0, 1770: began the Prophets. May 
29, 1712: finiſhed the Prophets. 
(in about two years and one month.) 

V. v. September 9, 1712: began the Evangeliſts. 

December 11, 1713. finiſhed the Evange- 

liſts. 


(in about a year and three months.) 
v. vl. 
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of expounding ſome part of the ſcrip- 
ture read in the ſervice, hath been 
practiſed by many of the clergy in 
aner days, who were moſt eminent 

for 


V. VI. December 11, 1713: began the Ads. — 
April 17, 1714: finiſhed the Ads. 
(in about five months.) 

As Mr. HE NR died June 22, 1714; (before 
he had compleated his deſign) the continuators 
of the Expoſitions were, 

Dr. Evans, who wrote on the SR 

Mr. Simon Browne, 1 Corinthians. 

Mr. MAxro, 2 Corinthians. 
Mr. ATKINSON, of Leceiſler, Timothy. 

Mr. JzrREMIAN SMITH, Titus. h ga, 
The fame, or Mr. Morrzsengp, of Manebefer, Philens, 
Mr. Toxe, Hebrews. 

Dr. W ricur, James. 

Mr. HIII, 1 Peter. 


Mr. Mennix, of Hempffead. 2 Peter, 
Mr. RevwoLDs, John. 

Mr. BILL INSSL ET, Jude. 

Mr. Toxs, Revelations. 


In Dr. Kir ris's Account of Mr. Ox Ton in 
the Biogr. Fritan. he remarks, that Mr. O. had 
been ſolicited, during his retirement, to form a 
regular abridgment of HEN As Expoſitions ; 
but his S infirmities. obl) iged him to 


decline 
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for piety and zeal. I have juſt been 
reading again 22 BEDEL's Life, 
' who was an eminently pious and good, 
as well as a very learned, man. It is 
faid of him, that every Sunday he 
expounaed 


decline the employment. gene Mr. Os ron in 3 
letter to a friend writes thus :— I hardly know 
what you mean by my abridgment of HENRY. 
TI never undertook, or thought of ſuch a thing: if 
J had, my days would have been abridged and 
finiſhed long ago. Ir is too arduous a work for 
my ſtrength and capacity. I wiſh it were done by 
a good hand; but as the copy is the bookſeller ? 
property, there will be great difficulties in the 
way. — I ſuppoſe, you may have heard me 
expreſs my wiſh, that it were abridged, and 


from thence condctuded, that I had done it.” 
| DovpriDGeE's 


* 


See page 7 of theſe Letter. — It may he 
proper at other times to explain, in the way of 
ſermons, the Book of Conimon Prayer, ſo far as it 
relates to the conflarnt ſervice of the church; for 
it is as neceſſary, that people ſhould underfland 
the deweut uſe, and tru? meaning of it, as that a 
ſoldier 1 255 underſtand the dextrous uſe of his 
weapons.” — Dr, STONHOUSE' s Hints to a 


ns Page 4 
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expounded the epiſtle and goſpel for the day. 

If you have never read that life, I 
would recommend it to you; from 
which you will do well to make ſome 
extracts into your common place book. 

In the latter part of the book, is the 
beſt MG of the tenets of po- 


PFs | 


Doppripce's character of Hengy, as 4 
writer. — Henry very peculiar : ſtyle ſhort 
and pointed : many antitheſes: little fancies: his 
heads beginning with the ſame letters or chiming 
words ; yet this ſometimes natural : great fſeri- 
ouſneſs: ſprightly thoughts, digeſted in very 
good order. His Commentary excellent; tho? 
rather too large: too much of typical and allego- 
rical interpretation; yet judicious on hiſtory, 
and the import of original words. The moſt 
entertaining things from ParRIcx, Poor, 
JoszyHvs, Carvix, and many more: only 
deſpiſed by thoſe, who do not know them. His 
Diſcourſes on Mee lneſi, the Sacrament, Zary 
| Piety, and his ſermon at the opening af Chefler 
meeting, are very good, and particularly deſerve. - 
to be read. His ſtyle is formed on ſcripture, to 
which he has many alluſi ons. JS, 
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pery, which 1 ever faw in ſo ſmall a 
compaſs. ' 

I am glad you have introduced 
Nalm- ſinging into your church, at 
I ormington., I think your beſt way of 
carrying it on in an agreeable manner, 


| will be to get ſome of your young men 


to your own houſe now and then, and 
to go over ſome plain tunes with them, 
till i they can ſing them perfectly; and 
thus by degrees the reſt of the con- 


gregation will learn them. Let not 


theſe young men fit together, but be 
diſperſed properly over the church. I 
uſed to take this method with my 
young people at Shrewſbury ; but I never 
attempted to teach them the grounds 
of muſic, becauſe I thought it unne- 
ceſſary, and indeed becauſe I was, not 
capable of it. But they learned to 
fing ſuch tunes, and in ſuch time and 
method, that that part of the ſervice 
was honourably conducted. By degrees 


you 


# 
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you and they may learn ſome more, 
tho' I ſhould think about eight com- 
mon metre, ſix long metre, and two 
ſhort metre tunes, would be enough. 
Probably ſome neighbouring pariſh 
| clerk would come once a week to teach 
them for a ſmall ſum: but I think 
you can teach them ſufficiently your- 
ſelf. It will be adviſeable for you to 
go to the /chool, and ſee how the child- 
ren learn, and ſpeak to and encourage 
them; and to direct the miſtreſs, pri- 
vately, how to diſcharge her duty, 
and excite her to it. The preſence 
of the miniſter of the pariſh, now and 
then, will quicken both teacher and 
learners, and have a good effect. You 
will in the pulpit, and eſpecially in 
private, excite the parents to be ſoli- 
citous, that their children may learn 
their books and catechiſ m. 
Dr. Evans's Sermons on the urig 
ian Temper, are I think on the whole, 
vor. 4. 
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ſome of the beſt diſcourſes I ever read 
for judgment, ſtyle, fulneſs of matter, 
regularity of thought and diviſion, and 
coming home to men's conſciences. 1 
have lately bought a neat ſcotch 
edition of them in duodecimo.* 

I have now good reaſon to believe, 
that my little tract on Chriſtian Wor- 
/hip+ hath ſold pretty well. Tou will, 
I know, join with me in thankfulneſs 
on this account, and in prayer, that it 
may be further uſeful. The manner 


in which the Dran of GLOUCESTER 
| | | | ſpeaks 


ha Beams — | is ale. grave, COTM manly, 
nervous: his heads always diftint* and well 
ranged: ſcriptures properly collected: thoughts, 
eſpecially in application, thrown cloſe together: 
| his ſermons to young people ſcarce and valuable: 
his Chriflian Temper one of the beſt practical 
pieces in our language. DopDRIDOE. MS, 

+ Price ninepence. The ſubjects treated of 
in this piece, which has been tranſlated into 
| Welſh, are, the proſitable hearing of the word; 

the joining in public prayer; and the yas. of 

* Paier of God. — Account. 
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ſpeaks of this undertaking gives me 
no ſmall pleaſure, and I hope his re- 
commendation will introduce it into 
the hands of many who might other- 
_ wiſe never ſee it. 2 : © 
J have read Mr. JohN WESLEV's 
Aadreſs to the Americans, and am much 
pleaſed with it. But am tired with 
politics, and defire to be found among 
the Wor in the land.“ A worthy 
* miniſter 


—4 I am \ fick of alien.) and mourn for our 
2 ſtate.— The colonies are mad; and we 
are not much leſs ſo. There are many concealed 
rebels, and mock patriots among us, diſſeminating 
their rebellious, and republican principles. Moſt 
of them are groſsly ignorant; and therefore it is N ES” 
no wonder they are groſely confident. — I never | 
argue with them; but take what I apprehend to 
be the moſt likely method to ſilence them. When 
they begin to talk about bad miniſters, bad laws, 
and the poor Americans, as they ſtyle theſe rebels, 
I reply, I don't underſtand politics. Solomon 
has obſerved that the heart of Kings is unſearch- 
able.” r 0HY | 3.) For be; have their 
5 arcana 


-. 


- * 
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miniſter in London writes to me in the 
following manner. — © I wiſh I and 
my family were ſettled, at leaſt for 
ſome time, with you, or in ſome ob- 
ſcure corner of the land, where I 

ſhould 


arcana imperii, and reaſons of ſtate; of which 
Private perſons (who know not their counſels, 
motives or intelligence) cannot be judges ; and 
therefore ought not, as they are too apt to do on 
every occaſion, ſo peremptorily ro paſs: their 
judgment. — Nor is the government of a 
kingdom their province, — The ſcriptures have 
enjoined me to honour the King; (1 Pet. ii. 
17.) and © not to deſpiſe government, or ſpeak 
evil of dignities, (2 Pet. ii. 10.) © to be ſubject 
to every ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake; 
{1 Pet. ii. 13.) and “ to ſpeak evil of no Wan,” | 
(Tit. iii. 2.) eſpecially not of the higher powers.” 
— When I find, that, notwithſtanding they 
perceive my difinclination to any political dil. 
. courſe, they will till perſiſt in it, and reply, 
Ay, but things are ſo, and /s: I continue to 
remind them of what the ſcriptures have declared 
to be their duty, as well as mine; and expreſs my 
farther ſentiments to this effect: Ir may be as 
yur anni but my Bible tells me, Thou ſhalt 
not 
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ſhould hear nothing of what is paſſing 
In the world. For my part, I think 
both fides are mad, and trying which 
ſhall go the moſt deſperate lengths. The 
queſtion between Great Britain and the 
| Colanies I never entered into. I have 
much more important concerns to take 
up my time and attention than to en- 
gage in an affair to which I am very 
unequal. What the end of theſe. 
things may be, God only knows; but 
it is high time to prepare for the 
worſt.” — This good man ſpeaks my 
fentiments fully. Theſe things are 
| LAWS. -.- me 
not revile the gods; that is, magiſtrates ſupreme, 
or ſubordinate, who are God's repreſentatives ; 
nor curſe the rulers of thy people, (Exod. xxii. 
28.) Thou ſhalt be ſubject to Finnen and 
powers, and obey magiſtrates.” (Tit. iii. 1.) 
This I find the 5% and moſt reaſonable way of 
treating theſe doughty politicians. But really 
things look very dark, and God ſeems to be giving 


us up to a ſpirit of infatuation, and licentiouſ- 
neſs,” — Mr. Ox ros, 1775. 
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little to me, who am going out of the 


5 world. J am ſorry for you that are 


young, and for poſterity. But the 
Lord reigneth: to his favour and 


bleſſing I commend. you in all your 
* and attempts to do _ 


Ten fedtionate and 
faithful, humble ſervant, 
JOB ORTON. 


= 


LETTER 
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4 


* 


LE TTER XXX. 


PEAR i, 
1 3, 1776. 


= was glad to hear that you got 
ſafe to Wormington, through ſo many 
perils and difficulties by reaſon of the 
ſnow ; and perhaps with ſome miſgiv- 
ing thoughts for having left your flock 
ſo long and in ſo dangerous a time ;* 
as they never more need their paſtor's ' 
watchful eye; and even his preſence 
might be ſome reſtraint from exceſs. 
You will now, however, ſet yourſelf 
cloſely and diligently to your great 
work, and do them all the good in your 
power. I am pleaſed to find, that you 
received the box of books ſafe, which 
1 dere 285 to e 2 een they 
Bei np een e will 


— 


5 0 IM Chriſtmas; 


, 
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will be uſeful to you, and conſequently 
to your people. I could wiſh, you 
would have Biſhop PATRICEk's Com- 
ments on the Old Teftament,* with Low Tn 
on the Prophets ;F as likewiſe BAxrER's 
OY always at your elbow. 
ER, You 


1 Character of Biſhop PaTRICX as a com- 
| mentator, by Dr. DoppriDGE.— PArRIck is 
the moſt conſiderable in our language from Gene- 
fis to Solomon's Song. He has made great uſe of 
former writers, ſome jewiſh, otners chriſtian ; 
very valuable : compare it with —_ good 
ſyſtem of jewiſh antiquities, - MS. 

+ Character of LowTn, by the ſame.— A 
judicious commentary on the prophets, from 
T/aiah to Malachi; in which there are ſome good 
critical notes, and a fine collection of parallel 
ſcriptures. — MS. 

- Character of Baxrza, a as a prodiical writer, 
by the ſame.-— BAxc rz. His ſtyle i inaccurate, 
becauſe he had no regular education; and becauſe 
he wrote continually in the views of eternity: 

but judicious, nervous, ſpiritual, and remarka- 


bly * 32 e eloquence, and the moſt 
> evident 
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You have probably heard of the 
death of the Earl of Rapnor. Doctor 
and Mrs. SToxHovst came home laſt 
Thurſday from Longford . Caſtle, (his 
Lordſhip! s ſeat in Will/hire, ) extremely 

7. 7 "fatigued; 


evident 3 of an amazing genius; with reſpect 
to which, he may not improperly be called the 
engliſh Demoſthenes : exceeding proper for con- 
viction; ſee his Saints Reft; all his treatiſes on 
Converſion, and eſpecially his Call to the Uncon- 
verted, Divine Life, and Counſels to young Men : 
few were ever more inſtrumental for awakening 
and converting more ſouls. His book of Converſe 
_ with God in Solitude, is a moſt ſublime piece of 
devotion : his Gildas Saluianus is a moſt extra- 
ordinary piece, and ſhould be read by every 
young miniſter before he takes a people under his 
ſtated care; and I think the practical part of it 
deſerves to be read every two or three years: for 
nothing has a greater tendency to awaken the 
fpirit of a miniſter to that zeal in his work, for 
want of which many good men are but ſhadows 
of what, by the blefling of God, they might be, 
if the maxims and meaſures laid down in that 


| NG: TIT 2 were ee y Pn 
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fatigued, Aaving gone through great 
perils owing to the depth of the ſnow, 
and the ſeverity of the ſeaſon. The 


doctor gives an agreeable and moſt 


inſtrutive account of his patron's 
death ; to whom, being called up in 
the middle of the night, he admini- 
ſtered the ſacrament, together with 
Lady RA PDNOR, ſome. of his children, 
and ſervants, before he expired, with 
which he ſeems to have been much 


affected. Dr. Herr of Kallen and 
Dr. 


— M8. Fans See alſo OrToN' 8 Life of Dop- 


'DRIDGE ; p. 22, duod. edition. 


As a writer, Mr. BAxr ER had the approba- 
tion of ſome of his greateſt contemporaries ; ſuch 


as Archbiſhop Us ER, Biſhop WILKIxs, Dr. 


Barrow, RoBerT BoyLe, Eſq. and Mr. 
Appison.— See FawcertT's preface fo his 


 abridgment of BaxTER's Saints Everlaſting Reft. 


.T aſked him what works of Rienekxp Bax- 
TER's I ſhould read. He ſaid, * Read any of 
them; they are all good. BoswsL's s Life of 


age Jonson. Vol. IV. p. 233 
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Dr. SToNHmovsE * attended him; and 
Dr. Movszy of Bath met them in 
. conſultation : but all medical help was 
vain. His Lordſhip had many excel- 
lent qualities in his character, and paid 
more regard to chriſtianity and prac- 
tical religion, than, I fear, moſt of our 
great people now do. The doctor in- 
timates, that he had a ſtrong ſenſe of 
religion, and that he took leave of his 
family like a tender huſband and fa- 


ther, and a fincere chriſtian.f "P'S 
The 


* Dr. Sronnovs was for tuo and twenty 
years phyſician to the county. infirmary at 
Northampton, and in very extenſive practice; 
which he was obliged to give up on account of 
his health. After which the Earl of RaDbNox 
gave him a living; and on his Lordſhip's illneſs, 
he, in conjunction with Dr. HET E, acted in his 
medical capacity, which he never did after his 
having quitted his profeflion as a phyſician, unleſs 
to his parithioners, or when pg 8 ſome 


| particular friend, 


＋ His Lordſhip died Jan. 28, 1776, aged 50. 


6 — A 
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The difference of ſenſible perſons 
in their judgment, concerning our 
Friend's late publication, is no way 
uncommon in ſuch caſes, I with he 


would 


— A knowing and virtuous ———_— (ſays 
Biſhop Bux x ET) who underſtands his religion 
and loves it, who practiſes the rules of virtue, 
without affeRtation and moroſeneſs, who knows 
enough of law, to keep his neighbours in order, 


and to give them gond advice; who keeps meet- 


ings for his county, and reſtrains vice and diſ- 
order at them ; wholives hoſpitably, frugally and 


| charitably; who reſpects and encourages good 


clergymen, and worſhips God, both in his family 
and at church; who educates his children wel), 
who treats his fronts gently, and deals equitably 
with his'tenants and all others, with whom he has 
any concerns 3 ſuch a man ſhines, and is a 
publick bleſſing to all that ſee him, or come near 
him. Some ſuch inſtanees are yet left amo 


but alas ! there are not many of them. 5 
clgſon of his own T ime : addreſſed to men of all 
orders and degrees. A moſt excellent performance : 


which was printed ſeparately in a ſmall form 
ſome years ago; and fince, (iz. 1794) by Dr. 


JounzToX E, I of Worceſter. 


L. 19. YOUNG CLERGYMAN. 189 


would not mind their frivolous ob- 
jections. Let him remember the ſtory 
of the old man and his ſon and the 
als. There is no pleaſing every body, 
and to attempt it is fooliſh.* A perſon 
once wrote to Dr. DoDDRIDGE, (not 
with the greateſt humility) on the im- 
propriety and unſoundneſs of one or 
two of his poſitions in a publication. 
He knowing i it to be vain and endleſs” 
to enter into ſuch particulars, only 
replied, quod ſcripf,, ſeripfh,+ The 
main concern of every - chriſtian, eſ- 
pecially every miniſter, ſhould: be to 
pleaſe God: which whoever does, may 
ſet his heart at reſt, whether he pleaſe 
CY,” Ply Ong FS: Jr en, 

The judgment of the world is ſo whimſi- 
cal and injudicious, and their favours ſo caprici- 
ouſly, abſurdly, and moſt unjuſtly beſtowed, as 
we may ſee every day, that if a man will fret at 


ſuch things, he hath nothing to do but fret on, 
till death puts an end to his fooliſh ne — 


Joa TiN. a 
28 What I have writen, 1 have written,” 


Near the time the above letter was written, 
Mr. Ox ron wrote to Dr. Sronzovs: in the: 


by Dr. oy | 
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or diſpleaſe man, yea even his friends: 
nay, if he diſpleaſe thoſe whom he 
wiſhed to pleaſe; nay, and doth 


it in the very point in which he 


hoped and expected moſt of all to pleaſe 
them. The doctor has too much 
reaſon to complain of the unkindneſs 
of ſome of his more lukewarm brethren 
towards him. May God mend them; 


J cannot. Complaining will not avail, 
but only irritate ourſelves and them, 
and tend to make us leſs thankful for 


the many, many comforts we enjoy. I 


have ſent him the following lines. 


The wiſe in ſecret always hide their pain, 
And only, where redreſs is ſure, complain: 3 
Contented reſt with neceſſa ry ill, 
And what they muſt ſubmit to, ſeem to will. 
Whilſt babbling fools, repining at their fate, 
Their wants, their wrongs, their diſcontents relate; 
And, ignorant of the make of human mind, 
Solicit pity, where contempt they find.“ 


I think 


following manner, (communicated to the editor 


1 


| . Dear 
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I think Rand s Hiftory, conſidered | 
as an Hiſtory of England in general, 
and not of a particular period, is the 
beſt we have. His being a foreigner, 
makes it { probable, that he was more 
impartial, 


Dear Doctor, 17th Feb. 1776. 

« About the time your laſt letter arrived, I had 
for ſome particular reaſons, been thinking, how 
many mercies I had to be thankful for: and it 
led me to add largely to the catalogue. I thank 
God, that I am not very rich; that I am not a 
lord ; nor a lord's ſon ; nor a lord's chaplain or 
5 that I have no connection with great 
people; that I am not a double-chin'd doctor, 
with two-or three fat livings or ſinecures, living 
upon the ſweat and brains of a poor curate ; that 
I never worſhipped a golden calf for preferment 
and gain, nor made the miniſtry a ſpiritual traf- 
fick; that I have done what I could to ſupport, - 
aſſiſt, and encourage my poor brethren ; that 1 
never was in danger of ſubſtituting modes and 
forms and externals, for the life and power of 
religion; ; but learned from Dr. DoD DbRipoE a 


different judgment, reliſh, and conduct: that 


amidſt the corruptions of the clergy of, your 
Church 


— 
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impartial, than a native engliſhman 


Wouk® be likely to be. He is in high 


; reputation 


church and curs, us are many upright, pious, 
zealous divines, who ſhine as lights in the world; 


who, tho? they do not meet with deſerved pre- 
ferment; becauſe they will not deſecrate them. 
ſelves to ſeek it in the uſual way, will make a glori- 


ous figure in the church triumphant. Among this 


number, I reckon Dr. SToxHovse, and there. 


fore eſteem and honour him, however others 
negle& him. I know not, whether I ſhould wiſh 


you a pariſh in B. for what good can you hope to 
do among ſuch a people? I wiſh you were ſome. 
| where, where your labours would be more valued 


and more ſucceſsful.” 


* The world is full of ill nature; and I have 
daily experienced ſo much of it, that I could 
almoſt fall out with mankind; if it were not for a 
few excellent friends, of which Mr. H. is one of 
the deareſt. We muſt expect our ſhare in the 
troubles ol life: but let us take care to live upon 


good terms with God, and our own conſciences, 
and we need not be deeply concerned about the 
. malice of our open enemies, or the more danger- 


ous treachery of our profeſſed friends.” = Mr, 
Doppr1DGE to Mr. FHuchzs, April 15, 1722. 


| RE. 


F 4 . 
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reputation as an hiſtorian as far as the 
revolution, where his hiſtory ends. 
TinDaL”'s Continuation is worth read- 
ing; butit is a tedious heavy work, - 
and ſpun out merely to get money. 
The ſubſcribers, of which I was one, 
thought themſelves ill uſed and im- 
poſed upon by him. However, if it 
ſhould come in your way, you may 
receive information from it. But for 
a ſhort view of engliſh hiſtory, of that 
period which is moſt important to us, 
 T think none is equal to Biſhop Bux- 


NET's Hiſtory of his own Time ; and for 
a a ſhort abſtract WELwoop's Memoirs, 


I thank God, I am as comfortable, 
| as to my health, as I can expect to be. 
Here is my ſtate from an old writer: 
« Multi cautelà cuſtoditur ſalus corpo- 
ris; cuſtodita; cito amittitur ; amiſſa, 
cum gravi labore reparatur; et tamen 
reparata, ſemper in dubio eſt.” I feel 
the meaning of this deſcription. May 

vol. 1. 0 my 


mY 
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my ſpirit feel the good effect it ſhould 
have upon me! I heartily wiſh you 


increaſing comfort and ſucceſs in your 


great work. Now is the time, when 


? you have little parochial duty, to apply 


cloſely to ſtudy, and increaſe your ſtock 
of critical, ſcriptural, and practical 
knowledge, that if Providence ſhould 


call vou out to a larger and more 


public ſtation, and a greater ſphere of 
uſefulneſs,* you may be qualified for 


it, and equal to it. 


I am, Dear Sir, 
Your affectionate and faithful 
friend, and humble ſervant, 
JOB ORTON. 


IETER 
oy Which i it hath fince done: and in the town 


and pariſh, where this good man was born, and 
where for ſo many years he ese his faithful 
miniſtry, 


d 
al 
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LETTER XX. 


DEAR sin, 
| May 22, 1776. 


A s you kane PaLMER's Abridg- 


ment of BaxTER's Reformed Paſtor,® 


you can need no further advice from 


me about your pariſhioners. I think. 
that book is inſtar omnium on the 
ſubject. You will no doubt, call at 
every houſe i in your pariſh, and make 
prudent inquiries into their ſtate ; 
whether they attend the church and 
facrament, have prayer in their fami- 
lies, catechiſe their children, and take 
pains with their ſervants. It is eaſier 
to preach acceptably at ſuch places as 
B *, than to converſe intelligibly and 
profitably with country-families. A 


wad author (I forget whom) faith, St. 


e dolore ©9) ANTHONY'S 


„* price two ſhillings and ſixpence, 


2 
— — 


AnTrony' s preaching to the pigs, (ac- 
cording to the popiſh legend) was only 


preaching to country-farmers. But as the 


goſpel is adapted to them, I pray 
God, you may be inſtrumental in 
carrying it to their hearts. 

1 do not think Macxwnicur on 
the Goſpels (tho? a very uſeful , Judicious 
book) will do for Mr. * * to read in his 
family. I make uſe of Mr. Hzenzy's 
Expoſition or Dr. DopDRIDOE's Ex- 
poſitor in mine. When I read the 
latter, my family have their bibles in 
their hands, and I defire them to turn 
to that evangeliſt, whoſe account is 
moſt large in the ſection. - Some 
perſons read only the text and im- 


provement in their families, as Dr. 


 Abams, &c. — What I fay in my 
Religious A * 144.) 1s, „ 
would 

* ee 8 6 ſecond 


* aer =. — * Theſe — (ſay the 
Monthly 
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would inculcate upon all families, 


where it can be performed, the uſe of 
Pfalmody: and then I give my 
reaſons; meaning, where it can be 
performed decently, by a ſufficient num- 
ber, and capable of tolerable ſinging ; 
and prudently, on account of the 
ſituation and vicinity. Is there any 
thing to be objected to in this? Mr. 

is miſtaken as to what he ſays of 
| 3 ſinging 


Monthly Reviewers) are not diſtinguiſhed by 
any remarkable elegance of ſtyle, or accuracy of 
language and compoſition; but they have a much 
truer recommendation: they are ſerious and 
practical; well adapted to do real ſervice to every 
attentive reader, and evidently flowing from a 
heart under the warm influences of benevolence 
and piety. — After ſome other encomiums, the 
ſame writers add, We are perſuaded that the 
preſent work is calculated to produce real advan- 
tage to mankind; and we ſincerely join our 
wiſhes with thoſe of the author, that it may 
contribute to revive and promote the cauſe of 
true religion, with which the intereſts of virtue 
and morality are eſſentially connected. Acc. 


— 
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ſinging low : it may be quite harmoni- 
| ous, and. yet no louder than the 


common key of reading. One or two 
facts are worth a thouſand theories 


and ſuppoſitions. I have always lived 


in families where finging was uſed. 


And I never found nor heard of any 


inconveniences attending the practice 
of it in my father's family, at Shrew/- 
bury; though he lived in a narrow 
ſtreet, and which was the greateſt 


- _ thoroughfare in the town; or in either 


of Dr. DopprIDGe's houſes at North- 


ampton, or at my own houſe at SH rer 


bury, or many other houſes here. 


One may have a worſe opinion of men 
than they deſerve. And let religious 


families firſt make a trial, and then 


5 proceed, or drop the exerciſe, as they 
find it convenient or otherwiſe. Let 


not your good be evil ſi poken of,“ is an 
excellent rule. But if what is good i in 


| itſelf muſt be omitted for fear of that, 


there 
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there is an end of all goodneſs. 1 
pious farmer of my congregation uſed 
to ſing, as well as read and pray in his 
| family. His reprobate landlord, who 
lived near him, hath come by with his 
rakiſh companions, and contraſted the 
pſalm with a horſe-laugh, and an inde- 
cent ſong. The *ſquire's ſon, who is 
now a ſerious man, hath acknowledged 
to the farmer's widow, that the condut 
of his father and Co. ſhocked him 

when a boy; and that the ſteadineſs of 
the farmer and his conſiſtent behaviour 
in all other inſtances, had a great 
influence in giving his mind a ſerious 
turn. When vice is bold, it is fad that 


BY virtue ſhould be ſneaking. Till I ſee 


or hear of ſome well atteſted inſtances, 
in which the credit of religion has 
ſuffered by ſinging in families, conſiſt- 
ently religious, the paſſage muſt ftand. | 
See the preface p- viii. ix. | 
0.4 EE 


200 LETTERS TOA I. 20. 


It is many years ſince I read 
Warrs on the Love of God, and 1 
have not the book now by me. Dr. 
 'WarrTs's Treatiſes, Hymns, &c. on 
that ſubject, do not ſuit me. He is too 
much of an enamorato, and this has 
been the ſole objection I have heard 
againſt this piece. I do not love ful- 
ſome, luſcious divinity. And the good 
doctor allowed in his preface to Mrs. 
Rowe's Devout Exerciſes, that many of 
his compoſures in younger life were of 
that kind, which his maturer judg- 
5 ment nee . Paſſions in our 
| Fran: 
1 Let! it be obſerved, "IP it was much the 
Faſhion, even among ſome divines of emi- 
nence in former years, to expreſs the fervours 
of devout love to oür Saviour in the ſtyle of the 
Song of Solomon: and I muſt confeſs, that ſeveral 
of my compoſures in verſe, written in younger 
life, were led by thoſe examples unwarily into 


this track, But if I may be permitted to ſpeak 


hs ſenſe of mature age, I can hardly think this 
the 
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Frame ſhould be conſecrated to God, 
and it is deſirable our deyotion and love 
to him ſhould be fervent ; but as there 
is ſo much of the animal in them, and 
men have different conſtitutions and 
reliſhes, too much ſtreſs muſt not be 
laid ee ne 1% 
Ann When 5 
the dp pech W in which chriſtians ſhould 
generally diſcover their warm ſentiments of 


religion, ſince the clearer and . ſpiritual | 
2 revelations of the New Teſtament.” - 


It is obſerved in the Life of Mr. Hzuxr 
Grove, a learned and judicious divine among 
the diſſenters, and who was Dr. WaTTs's inti- 
mate friend; — that ** he knew alſo to-preſerve . 
his devotion pure from the amorous, thinking the 
ſentiments and language of a ſenſual paſſion very 
unſit to be addreſſed to the great God, or his 
Son; and that the indulging: this as divine love 
had greatly corrupted religion. In his moſt 
juvenile performances there is but little of this 
ſtrain, and as his judgment improved he wholly 
omitted it. Mr, Grove thought divine love to 
be the love of a charafer ſupremely wiſe, holy 
and good; dt to be fitly * not by 
the 
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When I had the pleaſure of ſeeing 
our friend Mr. , I was afraid left 
publick concerns ſhould have injured 
his health, or diſturbed the compoſure 
of his mind. But perhaps, were we to 
decline attending to ſuch concerns, and 
confine ourſelves wholly to the duties 
of our families, and functions, our 
minds might be ready to prey upon 
themſelves for want of variety, and 
through a conſtant attachment to one 
track of thought and action. While 


Providence has favoured him with 
| _ almoſt 


the fond links of the animal paſſion, but by 
an exalted veneration of theſe excellencies, and 
a delightful contemplating them; by the fteady 
Choice and purſuit of true goodneſs, by a chearful 
obedience to the divine commands, and an imi- 
tation cf the moral perfections we admire?” 
Speaking of another treatiſe of Dr. Warrs, 
Mr. Oa ron thus writes: — © If you have not 
Dr. WartTs's Orthodoxy and Charity united, | 
wiſh'you could procure it: as perhaps it gives 
the beſt idea of orthodoxy, without verging to 
antinomianiſm, that I ever ſaw.“ 
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| almoſt every domeſtic comfort to fo 
high a degree, and given him ſo much 
ſkill, reputation, and ſucceſs in his 
profeſſional capacity, it would grieve 
one to find, that his benevolent concern 
and attempts for the good of mankind 
impaired his health or prevented him 
from reliſhing ſo many other enjoy- 
ments. Great caution and ſteadineſs 
are neceſſary, that we ſuffer not in 
| theſe particulars ; and {have peculiar 
reaſon to give the hint to every friend 
J love, as I have ſuffered ſo much 
myſelf by not attending to it. 

My two volumes of Sermons on 
Practical Subjects, were advertiſed a 
few days ago. I wiſh they may do 
good. "The more 1 fee of many 
modern 


»The ſermons are thirty-ſix in number, and 
_ teſtify, in the ſtrongeſt manner, the ardent ſolici- 
tude with which the author endeavoured to 
inſpire mankind with the WG of "uy and 
, virtue. — aum. | | 
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modern ſermons the leſs I fie them ; 
and the leſs I think they are calculated 
for uſefulneſs. I would willingly 
_ write modern ſenſe and accuracy, with 
the ancient ſimplicity, hoy and 
r es ſtrain . 
have juſt been peruſing an account 
| of the donation of a miſſal to a college 
of popiſh prieſts; under the title of 
which the donor had written, When 
you read this, pray for the ſoul of 
A. B. who gave it. So ] fay in the 
proteſtant ſenſe at clofing this letter. 


Tour 8 affectionately, | 
JOB ORTON. 


P. S. I do not think you too free 
in W the favour of me to reviſe 
the ſermon“ you intend to print: I 


with you do not think me too free in 
the 


»The Country Clergyman' s Advice to his 
Pariſhioners : preached in the pariſh church of 
Moermington, in Glouceſterſhire, March 31, 1 776. 


5 Second edition, price 3d. 


3 
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the remarks I have ſent you upon it. 

I ſubmit it to your conſideration, | 
whether it may be proper to print it 
at preſent, or ſome time hence, when 
you will be better acquainted with 
your pariſhioners, and they with you. 
I do not lay with Horace, nonumque . 
prematur in annum; but would read 
e Dr. Brnon) | —_ 
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DEAR SIR, | 
| et. both 


_ BEGAN to think it long till I. 

heard from Mr. , who is viſiting 
his friends in London. J was ready to 
ſuſpect that the air of the metropolis 
had had the ſame effect upon him as it 
hath upon moſt of my friends and 
correſpondents, who live within its 
influence. They reſide in the centre 
of intelligence, relating to literary, 
political, and eccleſiaſtical affairs, whilſt 
I am thrown into an obſcure corner, 
out of the way and knowledge of any 
one of them. Yet I enter ſo deeply 
into the concerns of my fellow-crea- 
tures, that I am eager to know how 
the world goeth on: but they will not 

indulge my CG though they can 


moſt 
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moſt of them do it fully in a quarter of 
an hour's: time by the uſe of ſhort- 
hand. I muſt therefore be content, 
and value thoſe few, very few, real 
friends ſo much the more; who, like 
Mr. *, reckon themſelves in debt 
from the receipt of a letter till it is 
anſwered, and cannot be eaſy, till they 
have cleared the account.“ Indeed I 
can ſend them no intelligence from 
hence; it would therefore be more 
kind in them, by their correſpondence, 
to make up the deficiency. I ſee more 
and more reaſon, the longer I live in 
the world, to apply to er n of 
oa Kine! 8 Pitapk: 7 23 5 


permultos babui amicos, 
At veros, ſtabiles, gratos, 
 Herpauciilmos, Do 


* Fain would 1 inculcate pon, my. younger 
friends and brethren. the maxim of Ganca- 
NELL1: © If the loweſt of the people, fays he, 
writes to me, I eſteem it an honour, and ſhould 
think myſelf very blameable and ill mannered, if 
I were not to anſwer him.” — Mr. Ox rox. 
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I you ſhould think it worth your 
While to write to Mr. *, concerning 
his remarks on your printed ſermon, 
pray cut the matter ſhort, and tell him, 
you allow him the right of private 
judgment, and of preaching agreeably 
to what he apprehends to be the mean- 
ing of the word of God, and that you 
expect he will allow you the ſame: 
and that to cenſure and condemn his 
chriſtian brethren for thinking and 
preaching differently from himſelf, is 
as contrary to reaſon, good manners, 
and eſpecially the word of God, as any 
hereſy or vice whatſoever. | Whether 
a man will be condemned hereafter for 
preaching and thinking differently 
from me may be doubtful,” and is an 
affair in which I have nothing to do. 
But I am ſure, a man will be condemn- 
ed for a bitter, uncharitable and | 
cenſorious ſpirit, if I underſtand the 
bers, . e as laid An! in the 


NE 
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goſpel, See the beginning of the 

feventh chapter of St. Matthew, — 
You are acquainted with Mr. *, who 
has ſome ſucha troubleſome neighbour, 
as your letter deſeribes tobe. He 
has already done him much miſchief; 

and will, I fear, injure his comfort and 
uſefulneſs. A highwayman robs me 
of my purſe; and there is an end 
Wh of the bufineſs, of his oaths, 
and his * to me. A chriftian 
| brother tobs me of my eſteem, reputa- 
tion, peace, comfort, and uſefulneſs; 


and at the fame time lifts up his hands 


and eyes to heaven, and ſeems to ſay, — 

Let the Lord be glorified.” If you 
are at a loſs to know which is the 
greateſt —— of the two, and moſt 
deſerves to be —, 1 will tell you in 
my next. 

There is a great deal t to be learnt 
from Dr. CLanke's Works, and there- 

7 they ought, and deſerve to be 
2 read 
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read carefully. 1 have moſt of them, 
and have often read them. His ſer- 
mons, which I have lately gone over 
again, are all ſenſible and judicious ; 
and he has an excellent collection f 
parallel texts and good definitions of 
words and things ; though with reſpect 
to the former, often more than is 
needful to explain his meaning. The 
applications of his ſermons are too 
| ſhort, and want pathos. This he la- 
mented himſelf, but could not alter 
his method, as his cool philoſophical 
head would not admit that warmth and 
unction (as the french call it) which is 
very deſirable in an application. He 
was no ſocinian, and is much more 


7 evangelical than moſt of his admirers. 


His Paraphraſe upon the Rvangeliſts 
appears to me to drop ſhort of the 
true deſign of the evangeliſts 1 in many 
_ paſſages, but contains many excellent 


ES ng Fi tranſlation and notes upon 


RokAuLr 
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Roh Aulr I have not read, fince I was 
at the academy, but his other tracts I 
am better acquainted with. He, like 
many others, gives what I- think a 
wrong idea of baptiſm, and lays too 
much ſtreſs upon it, and the circum- 
ſtances of it. I find the ſame fault 
with ſome things in SuzrLock's 
book upon Death, which J have lately 
been reading again with great pleaſure, 
and I hope ſome profit. Dr. CLARK ES 
Life by Biſhop HoaDLEY is excel- 
lently well written. 
© I have procured the Biſhop of | 
Cokk's“ Sermons, recommended to me 
by Dr. Sroxhousk, and have read 
ſeveral of them; His ſtyle is manly 
and eaſy; but as they are levelled 


principally againſt the Socinians, they 


are rather dry and controverſial, than 
ſerious and practical. But I hope to 
be better acquainted with him ſoon, _ 
| and that I ſhall find ſome things more 


l | plan . 


*Dr. Browns. | 
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plain and practical in the other diſ- 
courſes. He was the author of a deep 
metaphyſical treatiſe on the Procedure 
and Limits of the Human Underſtand- 
ing; which my underſtanding, being ſo 
limited, could never comprehend. He 
publiſhed likewiſe a ſmall tract againſt 
the reigning toaſt in Irelana — © To 
the immortal memory of K WII- 
Liam,” as if it were praying for the 
dead. The conſequence of which was, 
that the Whigs were uſed to add to 
their toaſt — © in ſpite of the Biſhop 
of Cort.” I will ſend you his ſer- 
mons ene be an opportunity offers for 
that purpo 
e Whit a world do we ive in 1” 
exclaims Mr. *, Ay; in truth, it 
is bad enough; fo our fathers, grand- 
fathers » &c. ſince Adam found it. # 
» Hei is a very profileal writer, 5 

Fn ſuch a world as this is, we muſt not 

pet every — nor my _ quite _ 
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That is not a reaſon, as I tell k 
why we ſhould not, but why we /hou 
endeavour to make it better; and ee 


relax in matters of duty, conſcience, 
and attempts to do good. I hope he 
will not be diſcouraged. © Do what 


© you. can, whether men will hear or 
forbear, is our rule; and it ſhall turn 


to us. for a teſtimony. May God keep 
up the ardour of our ſpirits, amidſt 
ſo many chilling circumſtances, and 


favour all our pious attempts! 


I ſhall rank Miſs * among my 
5 heroines, as I doubt not our Maſter 


able. 3 fe virtue bs 1 and | 
improved, and we trained up for reſt, but by. 
ſome painful diſcipline ? TIoften think of honeſt 


Saxcho Panca, when Don Quixote aſked him the 
ſucceſs of his commiſſion, and whether they 


ſhould mark the day with a black or a white 
ſtone ;. replied, «© Truly, fir, if you will be ruled 


by me, with neither; but with good brown ochre.” 
Such is life, and it becomes us to make ourſelves. 
eaſy, and not aggravate evils. — Mr, OxToN. 


r 
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will among his, if ſhe continue, (as T 
pray God ſhe may) to reverence con- 
 feience and ſcripture, and to ſcorn the 
fcorners. (Prov. iii. 34.) She will 
ſhine in a noble aſſembly a thouſand 
and ten thouſand years hence, when 
the gay folk of this world, will ariſe to 
ſhame and everlaſting contempt. 


- The ſudden changes of the weather 

have affected me much. This day 
ſe'nnight FarRennziT's thermometer 
was at 76; yeſterday and to-day at 56 
and 57. What human frame, but 
muſt be in ſome degree affected by ſo 
great a variation. My ſpirits this 
week have roſe as high as alacrity : but 
when they get down to dejection and 
fear, it is very uncomfortable. With 
ſuch changes and ſenſations God is 
5 2 to exerciſe us poor mortals, 
to make our ert, better. I wiſh 


A could | 
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1% d d heals end an- 
fwering 1 in my own caſe, Hi 


Lam 
Your's 's aff8ionatly, 25 


JOB ORTON. 


P. 8. Mr. — (whom you 
fpeak of) I once ſpent an hour or two 
with, and was much pleaſed to ſee and 
converſe with the honeſt old man; 
though I remember his great confi- | 

dence diſpleaſed me. He was walking 
from London into Rutlandſhire, where 


his fon-in-law lived, and where he | 


- himſelf died, and he called and break- - 
faſted at Dr. DoDpDRIDGE”: 8 at Nerth- 


anpion. 5 
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- DEAR sin, | 1 
May, 1777. 
Te gives me a very ſenſible plea- 
| fare to find, that my letter was agreea- 
ble to Mr. „ ard any way contri- 
buted to alleviate his ſorrows. To 
_ weep with them that weep, and to 
comfort them that mourn, are moſt 
amiable, as well as eſſential duties of 
our holy religion ; and I have been ſo 
long in the ſchool of affliction myſelf, 
that I hope I have learned, at leaft, 
theſe leſſons in it; though I find, 
and much lament it, that, among 


many eager and florid profeſſors of 


religion, there is a great want of 
ſenſibility and tenderneſs. Amidft 
their zeal for notions, terms, and 
5 2 5 " 
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Phraſes, there is ſomething wanting 
to ſweeten and ſoften their ſpirits, 
ju open their narrow hearts to that 
\ compaſſion and feeling for others, 
which is the glory of the man and 
the chriſtian. In ſhort, there are ma- 
ny brutes upon two legs: and woe to 
him, who is dependent upon them, or 
connected with them! — I am fome- 
What concerned, that copies of my = 
Letter have been given to others, s 
it was written very haſtily, from :the a 
fulneſs of a ſympathizing heart; and 
I can hardly now recollect a thought . 
or expreſſion init ; but if it affords any : 
conſolation to my companions in afflic-- 
tion, I ſhall rejoice. If its contents. had 
any thing of propriety and ſuitableneſs 
in them, it aroſe entirely from hence, _ 
that I was much affected with the . 
| eccafion, and warmed with the ſubject; 6 
and the paſſions, you know, are 


aways ne, Lad minis 


i 
* 
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wal attend to this wen ght, and ſee 
that their own hearts be firſt deeply 
impreſſed; then they will ſpeak as 
they ought — a word in ſeaſon, both 
in the pulpit and in the parlour, 
I have been reading Dr. Came- 
BELL's Faſt-Sermon,* which pleaſes me 
much, and is, I think, calculated to do 
great good. I wiſh it were printed in 
à cheap form to give away among the 
people in general. Surely, ſome of 
our loyaliſts will be at the expence of 
2 doing this, when the patriots (as they 
call themſelves) are at ſo much pains 
and expence to reprint, tranſlate, and 
diſperſe Dr. Prx1cz's Obſervations on 
e TDs 1 thall recommend i it to 
| 4:4 boy 


yy, 2 » On the 8 any and Importance of 
the Dury of Allegiance. My 
4 This was afterwards done, by the encou- 
ragement of Dr. Tucxzr, Dean of Gloucefler 3 
and great numbers were diſperſed 2 1952 
* _ America; 
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all thoſe, with whom I have any 5 
acquaintance. But I hope the nation'is 
growing wiſer, calmer, and more loyal. 
I know few diſſenting miniſters, (ex- 
cept in London, Briſtol, and ſome other 
populous places) but who are loyal, 
and blame the violence of the Americans 
and their abettors. All my neighbour- 
ing brethren, as far as I can judge; awe: | 
| ne the quiet in the land. | 
I attend to Dr. ©s e 
about the Magdalene Hoſpital. There is 
no evidence in the New Teſtament, 
that Mary Magdalene was a notorious. 
ſinner. On the contrary, ſhe was a 
pious lady of quality, who had been 
troubled with an epilepſy, or ſome 
_ diſorder, which the Jews uſed to 
impute to the agency of one, two, 
three, or more demons, according to 
its ſtrength and virulency. Nor is 
there any proof, that /e was the 


nn. who had been a ſinner; and 
| | - waſhed 
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waſhed the feet of Chriſt. See Dop- 
 DRIDGE on the place. Dr. LARDNERR 
publiſhed a ſmall tract to ſhew how 
abſurdly the proſtitutes hoſpital was 
called the Magdalene Houſe, and what 
reflection it threw on the name and 
memory of Mary Magdalene; but not- 
withſtanding what he ſaid on the 
ſubject, it continued to be called b 
that nam. 
If the ſcheme of Redemp- T 
tion be repreſented, as Chriſt's prevail- 
ing upon the Father to ſhew mercy 
and bo favour to his creatures, 


who was always ready and diſpoſ- 


diſpoſed to do it; is glad of ſuch an 


ed to do it, it is a very falſe and 
unſcriptural ſcheme. But what is 
more common, than for a parent to 


forgive a child at the interceſſion of a 


common friend, when the parent is 


| r wc Gat he —＋ not —— ; 
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to interpoſe, that he might ſecure his 
authority, and the child's reverence; 
and not lead him to think, he does 

not ſee his diſlike, or will eaſily paſs 
by offences committed againſt him. 
Let me adviſe you to read Tomxivs's , 
_ Chrift the Mediator again and again, till 
you have well digeſted his ſcheme. It 
contains the beſt defence and explana- 
tion of the atonement I ever.met with, 
and fully 2 all the nn 
writers“. | | God 


bets Jeſus Chriſt the Mediator ewe God and 
Man, an Advocate for us with the Father, and a 
Propitiation for the ſins of the world. Second 
edition; to which is now added, by another 
gentleman, an eſſay to prove the credibility of 


the goſpel, from the dectrine of the efficacy f 


Chriſt's death for the redemption of the world. 
Tdi, 1761, —This is a very ſenſible perform- 
ance (by Mr. Toutrxs), in which the author 
endeavours to eſtabliſſi rhe literal. ſenſe of thoſe 
_ paſſages in ſcripture which concern our redemp- 
tion by Chriſt; he looks upon the death of Chriſt 

| eee notion the 


— — —ä—— — — ee —_— 
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S0! is merciful to our land 3 in giy- 
ing us fine refreſhing ſhowers, which 


have put a new face on this dry part 
of the country. But they affect my 
| feeble/conſtitution, and I have been 


very languid and low, though every 


place and being around me, ſince this 
change of weather, ſmiles and rejoices. 
May. I grow more fit for the world of 
everlaſting ſpring and health, holineſs 
and joy ! Continue your, rau for 
me. 1 am n 


Your affectionate and faithful 
b friend, and humble ſervant, 


”F OB ORTON. 
1 8. Biſhop 


: 3 Sins us of theſe things: as, conſiſtent 
Vith the dictates of reaſon and natural religion.“ 
D dee the preſent Biſhop of LAN DATT's (Dr. 
85 Warsox) catalogue of books in divinity, at the 

- .concluſion of the ſixth volume of his Theological 


Tracts. — See alſo a Letter from a clergyman to 
one of his pariſhioners, on the dofirine of the 
"bogs printed by Meſirs. Eppowss of 


| Shrewſbury, in 1790. 


P. S. Biſhop Nox r preached a 
ſermon for our charity-ſchool, laſt 
Sunday. I did not hear him, for I 
cannot bear crowds, and have not 
itching ears. I am told it was a 


pertinent and uſeful diſcourſe, 
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| LETTER XXII. 


* 3 


ö n en, FS 7 Sl 
mY 5 5. 1. 


1 Wk COULD not open your laſt letter 
without tearing away at the ſame time 
a part of the writing contained in it, 
which is bad, eſpecially when written 
in ſhort-hand: therefore it is beſt, 
when you have gotten down to the 
bottom of the firſt page of your paper, 
to turn to the next, that is, the back of 
that, and not to go on obliquely, as you 
have done in this letter. Always take 
care. to leave that part of the paper, 
where the ſeal is to be, Blank, that the 
may not be torn. I had a 
letter from a friend lately, who deſired 

me to tranſact a little buſineſs for him, 
which was the chief purport of his 
er 5 but he had a put 
= the 


- 
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the wafer on the moſt material part of 


the commiſſion, fo that I could not 


know what he had deſired me to do 
for him. — This, you will ſay, is an 
odd kind of an introduction to a letter: 
but I have heard worſe, and leſs per- 
tinent introductions to many ſermons. 
I have often admired the character, 
which a great lady in France, once 
gave to one of the officers of that 
court - that he was excellent 
little things. There is more in U 
5 than moſt people are aware of. 7 
I have ſent you Cnanbr E08 
Paraph raſe on the Epiſtles to the Galati- 
ons,  Ephefrans, c. which I wiſh" you 
to read carefully, as it will enlarge 
your mind and ideas. He has ſome 


Valuable criticiſms, but they are not 


all equally ſatisfactory. I would not 
have you 'preach in hae ſtyle ank 
manner, but you will do well to imitate 
his ſtrong ſenſe and good reaſoning 
in plainer language ; ; and there are 
Vos Ft nw fol ſome 5 


Ly 


©. 
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| ſome very excellent and firiking re- 
marks in his practical .refletions. 
L have read Miſs Moxz's Eſſays to 
Tang. Ladies, with which I am very 
much pleaſed.; as containing excellent 
prudential cautions, and admirable re- 
ligious maxims. She writes ſo well, 
ſo uſefully, and with ſuch a ſtrong 
tincture of rational and manly piety, 
that I would have every reader enter 
fully into her ſentiments and advices, 
Wich are adapted to do much good. 
BxANn's Sermons are indeed judi- 
cious „lively, elegant, and = 
but not ſufficiently plain, I think, for 
common readers. I hope they will be 
of much ſervice among the judicious 
| and Waters who. will probably be 
51 had, = | hate lately, from - Dr. 


eee a part of my anſwer to 
Which was as follows. „ have rode 


eee times an week ; as] hope 
516 510 boe ene 15 tle FOR 
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you have done. It is good for your 


health: it is alſo good for one's tem- 


per. I have often 1 che benefit of 
his receipt: e 


»＋is better, friend, to labour than to nets ty: 
To cure the ſpleen, there's nothing like a ſweat. - 


When times are bad, and. neighbours never worſe, | 


Men, manners to reform, come, take your 85 


A mile reforms them: but if avght remains? 


(. en tis but to ride as far again.“ 5 


I have: lately loſt a valuable friend | 
| hey which event has much depreſſed 
my ſpirits. I am juſt returned from 
an excurſion into Stafford/hire, about | 


three miles off, and find my ſpirits 
better: ſo that I hope to be able to- 


day to viſit the mn widow and 
family. 
— am pd gi thankful 


Aat am quiet here, and that 1 can (as 


I think St. Jezxom ſays) retire to my 
7 2 95 bleſs God, that [ dare 


MA. ſleep 


.» See likewiſe the W No. 115. 
f A Cotiage, @ houſe in the country, Se. 
Pauperis tuguri culmen, Virgil. 


. 


* 
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fleep when I can, and PR that aught 
is my own; and there deplore. my 
barren miniſtry for thirty years almoſt ; 
and implore the blefling of heaven 
upon the world andthe chureh. I am 
better and worſe, as to my health, as 
uſual, but it never verges to the bor- 
ders of being well. But when a man 
is turned of fixity, he muſt expect to 


fink and decay. Some noted writer 


of antiquity ſays,— © It is ef- 
a man, when arrived to that age, to 

hold out his hand to a phyſician to 

feel his pulſe. He ſhould be content 


to march off the ſtage. I wiſh I 
Could do more in the devotional way; 


but T truſt, that He who knows our 


frame, will accept a willing mind, 


2 honeſt intentions to ſerre his 


Four affeckionate, 2 


JOB ORTON. 85 
F. 8. 1 


* 


* 
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P.S. I am concerned, left you 
ſhould injure your health by too cloſe | 
an application to your ſtudies. Walk 
+ out often; and when you write or read, 
Fe ſure to keep yourſelf in as upright 

a poſture as you can. Write upon an 
d plane; but a ſtanding deſk is 
beſt. Nothing is more injurious to 
the health of young divines t os 
P than Aooping.“ 8 | 


2 * LETTER 


# & | The Ros a man at ſtudy, ſays Dr. 
Tissor, cannot but be prejudicial to health. 
The folds which the veſſels are thrown into at 

the top of the thigh and in the bend of the knees, - - 
while a man is fitting, interrupt the circulation 
in the lower extremities, which in proceſs of 
time muſt neceſſarily ſuffer from this circum- 
ſtance ; the bending of the body conftrains the 
abdominal viſcera, diſtarbs their functions, and 
the digeſtive powers are diſordered from a ne- 
cauſe. Frictions are alſo of much uſe, and not to 
be neglected. If every morning, we rub the whole 
body, perſpiration is encouraged, and the circu- 
2 5 OY which. is indeed ſo much 
A accelerated 7 


% 
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LET TER XXIV. 
2 DEAR sin, o 


| 1 HAVE a miſcellany to ſend you, 
and it is ſome comfort to me, that it 
will coft you nothing in poſtage. 
Ils can make great allowance for the 
little indifcretions of Mr. * * *, as he 
is ſo young a man. He knew the great 
| ſenſibility and delicacy of Mr. * *, and 
therefore ſhould have ſaid Nothing of 
the buſineſs which he communicated 
to Ame We muſt deal cautiouſly with 
e Perſons 


5 . iby Ha friions continued. for. 2 
Jong time, that 'in ſome degree they may ſupply 
the want of exerciſe. The ancients, who were 
ſenſible of all the advantages reſulting from this 
practice, not only uſed it as a remedy, but alſo 

as a daily method of preſerving health.” — Dr: 


pe 'T1880T e the Diſeaſes incident to Literary and | 


—— Tg P- 6 5, 1746 Pe a. 
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perſons of his ſerupuloſity and exact- 
neſs, and eſpecially never divulge, or 
give the moſt diſtant intimation of 
what they wiſh: to have concealed. It 
may appear to us a trifle ; but if it 
ſeems important to them, that is a 
ſufficient reaſon, why we ſhould be 
upon our guard. And it is beſt 
always to err on that hand, and to be 
particularly ſolicitous not to utter every 
thing one may hear from à friend. 
We ought to ſuppoſe, he ſpeaks to us 
in confidence, though there may be no 

expreſs charge or ſeeming deſire of 
ſecrecy. If a perſon, for whom we 
have a great regard, ſhews us any 
particular attention, and concern for 
our ſervice and intereſt, it is highly 
proper to thank God for it, and to 
ſhew them all gratitude; but to ſay as 
| little of it as may be to others. — As | 
Dr. Foxpycs's Addreſſes to Young 
__ which Jam reading, (in e 
QY 4. oo. amidft | 


A Mn PO.A . 24. 


amidſt great pompoſity of language, 
and ſtudied antitheſes, there is much 
good ſenſe, and advice ſuited to their 
caſe) and which now lie before me, 
and your young friend may not have 
ſeen them, I will tranſcribe a paſſage 
from them, which you may communi- 
cate to him, or not, as you think 
proper. — From a conſciouſneſs of 
5 right intentions, from the honeſt 
<«« ardour of their natures, from the 
6 apprehenſive ſimplicity ſo incident 
«to generous minds, they are apt to 
e forget certain forms, ceremonies, 
| 77 and precautions. Theſe, however 
| * {mall in themſelves, » have often a 


« and eſpecially. 0 ; Farther, - as they 
c are obſerved or neglected, th eſcape 
4c or incur cenſure, to obtain or for- 
« feit praiſe, than the inexperienced 
c or incautious will eaſily conceive, 
ZH I. is h to be . that 


25 * ſome : 


* = 


* 
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e ſome excellent ſpirits fail of appear- 
« ing excellent in a number of caſes, 
“se for want of theſe inferior attentions, 
e which ought by no means to be 
« omitted, &c.“ Vol. I. p. 101. 
I am glad you are pleaſed with the 
ſmall preſent I made you of my Sacra- 
mental Meditations, I with for your 
Prayers, t. that they may be inſtrumental 
in doing good. Moſt of your books, 
and ours, on the Lord's Supper, are 
too dry and ſyſtematick, and not 
enough of the plain and the devotional 
kind. Many worthy and religious 
perſons have often complained to me, 
that they could not fix their thoughts 
on theſe occaſions, for want of ſome 
ſubjects of meditation; eſpecially ſome 
texts of ſeripture, which would natu- 
rally bring the thoughts to their 
minds. A general meditation, with- 
out being grounded on ſome text, 
Was by no means ſo agreeable and 
* . 


eee Loi2s 


profitable. Theſe Meditations were 
delivered before, and after, the admi- 
niſtration of that ordinance. — I think 
my printing work is now done.“ I 
an 85 | = 4 ' 3 8 hope, 
This was Mr. Oz ron's laſt publication : 
relative to which the editor of theſe Letters begs 
| Teave to ſubjoin the n teſtimonies borne 
| The Jate Rev. Mr. Howran, vicar ; of Waa- 
werkam, in Cheſture, the author of ſeveral valuable | 
publications, wrote thus of it to a friend. 
Upon your recommendation, 1 have ordered ö 
and repeatedly read Mr. Ox rox's Sacramental 
| Meditations. I think I never read a book better 
calculated for the purpoſes of ſpiritual improve- 
ment. The ſhortneſs of the ſections, the plain- 
neſs of the ſtyle, the clearneſs' of the method, 
render i it peculiarly fit for the reading and reten · 
tion of the uninſtructed in low, and the indolent 
in in high life ; whilſt a flow of piety, an 555 t and 
happy application of ſcripture, an experimental 
ſenſe of religion, and a profound knowledge of 
Ass tis wilt of the deep; things of God, 
mult recommend it to the peruſal and approbati- 
on of thoſe who ave made the greatelt Wy 19 


in goodneſs,” 


? 4 x 
$6 3740? a Ef 4g 7 Dr. 
— ˖ - 


i; 7 i 
. 
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hope, I am thankful for the acceptance, 
and IJ truſt, uſefulneſs, with which 
ſome of my publications have been 


\. honoured. Other authors have a more 


ſhining province, in learned, ingenious, 
and philoſophical pieces. I am con- 

tent n Kan 1 to fouls. 8 
7 | What 


Dr. Tocxr, the late venerable” Dean of 
' Glouceſter, wrote of it to'the ſame perſon” in the 
following manner. Pray thank Mr. Ox ron 

for his book in my name. TI am charmed, and 
I hope edified too with it; which I make my. 
| conſtant companion, As I read, I am delighted 
to find. the great divine, and the able contro- 
verſialiſt, concealing himſelf under the better 
character of the pious and humble chriſtian, and | 
avoiding all the parade of human learning. 

man who was leſs a ſcholar, and lefs 2 chriftian, 
would have ſtuffed his book with a thouſand. 
quotations.” 3 

The late N Dr. 8 Maſter of 

Pembroke College, Oxford, in à letter to Mr. 

OzTon, writes thus; — 60 The deſign of your 

book was quite new to me, and is I. think, 

happily executed. In our 1 communioge, 
. 1 
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What will become of my Expoftti- 


ons on the Oid Teſtament I know not. 
I fear the plan J propoſed for inter- 
weaving them with CLARE's notes, in 
the manner of WniTsBy and Dop- 
DRIDGE, adding 4 practical improve- 
ment at the end of each chapter, will 
not be executed. I wiſh it may ; but 
I can do nothing to it myſelf; and the 
perſon from whom I hoped for the 
execution will not, I fear, attempt it, 
though he hath ſtrength and ability of 

a. and mind to do it ſoon, and do it 
$i, 11419 Well, 


(ſuch as T have often ſeen at 'St. Chad's ) it js the 

very book I ſhould wiſh in every one's hands. 
The Dean of Glouceſter i is much pleaſed with it, 
as he is indeed with all your writings. Vou 


| | \ have perhaps done more good of the beſt ſort, 
under the neceſſity of retirement, thin you | 


could have done in better health, which univer. 
fally brings diſſipation along with it. This is 4 
| conſolation of the higheſt and nobleſt kind, 
which I am perſuaded you have a right to, 2 15 
I hope God will in your weakeſt hours enable 


. e 


2 F ” 


A) p * . 
of Fl 
# Fg 
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well. I muſt leave it to Providence, 
and thoſe who may come after me.“ 
Dr. TayLoR's Paraphraſe on the 


_  » Epiſtle to the Romans, is an elaborate 


and learned work, containing - many 

excellent things, and many important 
and valuable criticiſms, and well de- 
ſerves your careful peruſal; but I think 
he has too m limited the * 8 


F ; In the- 8 of Mr. 89 : miniflerial 
ſervice, he delivered a ſhort and plain Expoſition 
of the Old Teſtament, with devotional and prac- 
tical reflections; which expoſition and reflections 
have recently been publiſhed, from the author's 
manuſcripts, for the uſe, of families, by the (late) 
Reverend RonenT GENTLEMAN, of Kidder- 
minſter. Worcefterſhire, in fix large volumes, 
octavo, price 11. 16s. This work has met 
with a very favourable reception from the pious 
| world, and is calculated for general utility. Of 
the notes it cannot be ſaid that they are eminently | 
critical ; but they often convey valuable inſtruc- 


2 tion ; and the reflections are admirably adapted 


to promote the purpoſe of Nerd N — 
Kiyers 3 Hecount, E 
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ſenſe. Few perſons have ever. Wai 
the bible more than he, or have been 
better acquainted with ſcriptural phraſe- 
"ology; but he was too much warped 
by his on theories. Lou will find 
many good remarks upon this per- 
formance in:DopDRIDGE's preface to 
the ſecond edition of his Sermons on 
Regeneration. His Key to the 
Apoſtolic Writings is prefixed to his 
paraphraſe, and is deſigned to explain 
the chief phraſes. made ule of in the 
Epiſtles ; but which he appears to 
me to have miſtaken in many in- 
ſtances. Though I do not like his 
general ſcheme on the Romans and his 
Key,“ yet his notion of the doctrine of 
election ſees right and. a, ed 
*.4 Iſholl be glad char Mr. 3 De.) 
foie u, if he be. recoyered,,-mey. beltow bis 
time and labours on unlocking hebrew. words, 
and hope the key he has left broken in the door 


8 of op Paul's Epiſtles, will not be able to keep | 
"the - 
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he queſtion whether Dr. Dop- 
| DRIDGE'S Sermons againſ} Popery will 
ever be publiſhed. — What the doctor 
 fays of Mr. Gxovz as a writer 18, that 
ec he reſembles Warrs, but is not 
equally poetieal; that he has many 
« judicious and new thoughts; with 
c great ſeriouſneſs and ſweetneſs.” — 
Biſhop Bux NET T's Concluſion of "the 
Hiſtory f his | own Times, was pri 8 
ſeparately in a ſmall form a few years 
ago, and many of them ſold. 1 | 
know a book better calculated to do 
good. — HID Ror's Miſcellanies are 
entertaining, and may furniſn you with 
ſome materials in your addreſſes to 
"uu Wormington formers. ty aa 8 


Apologies - 


the true ſenſe quite mut up: aeg I think the | 
door opens al moſt of its own accord. Dr. 
Doppervcs, to Dr. Woo. See Letters to and 
from Dr. Dovpr1IDGE, publiſhed by Tomas 
 STEDMAN, M. A. veer of 18 Chad” Shrewſ- 


oury, P. WP Wk 


. * 
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Anois of the Fathers, in two volumes 
5 octavo, is 2 valuable tranſlation of 
= ſeveral important books. — Have you 
. ever ſeen Short Meditations on Select 
Portions of Scripture ?* If not, I re- 
commend it to you, as containing the 
| ſubſtance of the heads and principal 
thoughts of about ny excellent ſer= 
mons. 
Judge — is, I preſume, of 
8 ſame family, as Sir HENRY and 
. Sir SAMUEL ASHURST; who were both 
of them men of eminent wiſdom and 
piety. Sir HENRY A$SHURST wrote: 
the life of Mr. NAT HANIEL HEYT- 
woop, an ejected miniſter in Lanca- 
Jive ſo fond was he af him. FC 
Your advice to me to eat my own 
id; is very good. But I daily ſtand 
corrected by my own ee = 
it is en to ie e than to take. 


BY . : » By the Rer. Danze Rn of Abing- : 
IJ. don, Berks 
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The hot weather hurts me; and 

now this cool damp air hurts me again. 
So ſubject am I to ſkyey influences, 
and the ſport of every paltry atom.“ 
But be the weather fair or foul, the 
- ſhip is ſtill under ſail, near the port: 
and may it be the haven, where I 

would bel 


' 'Your's afectionately;” 
245 I OB ORTON. 
volt .. xx M FER 


P. S. November 29, 1777. The 
day of the month my good father died, 
thirty-ſix years ago; who had a good 
report of all men, and of the truth 
itſelf (iii John, 12.) 1 with. I wav 
more 12 A 


2 The pe wel?” coal . : 
+ « His grandfather and father, who were 
' grocers at Shrewſbury, of conſiderable property, 
were juſtly held in eſtimation ſor their piety, 
their good ſenſe, their generoſity, their uſeful- 
neſs, and their chriſtian virtues in general. | 
His father died Nov. 1 1741. — Dr. 
Kirris'e Account. 


: © 
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LETTER XXV. 


Ng SIR, 
| March, 1778. 


Wn thine is ; nothing in 
your laſt letter which requires an 

immediate anſwer, yet I am willing to 
write to 1a punctual a correſpondent. 
I have, been looking over SAL- 


| W s Hiſtory of Cataline s Conſpiracy, 
in which I think you will find ſome 


things ſuitable to your purpoſe, parti- 


cularly in his ſpeech to the conſpi- 


rators; which you will meet with to- 
wards the beginning of the hiſtory: : 
where he pleads liberty, as a grqund for 
his undertaking ; but mentions honour, 
power, aa &c. as alſo in their 
plan, and throws out ſome bitter 
refleions againſt the miniſters and 

plaremmen 
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placemen of thoſe days. — Quin igitur 
expergiſcimini * En illa, illa, quam ſpe 
optaſtis, Libertas; preterea divitie, decus, 
gloria in oculis fita ſunt, c. In my 
edition, is the following note on the 
word Libertas. Tacitus vere (lib. 9. 
Annal.) falfo libertatis vocabulum obtendi 
263 Hs, qui privatim degeneres, in publicum 
exitiofi, nihil ſpei, nifi per diſcordias, 
habeant. Graſw. one of the variorum 
authors, — There is a great deal to 
the ſame purpoſe in Caraline's ſpeech, 
and in other parts of the hiſtory; but 
it is near forty years ago fince I laſt 
read it, which was with the pupils at 
i Northampton, in 1739. I have long 
thought Were are many T e in 
the account of that conſpiracy, very 
parallel to the preſent cafe of our 
nation, between loyal men, and thoſe 


who are called patriots, and who chooſe 


by a a of ſpeech, to call themſelves 
| Wks 1 bone | 
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N whigs, juſt as they call me a tory.“ 
Many are angry with me, becauſe I 
diſcountenance their diſloyalty ; but 1 
dieſpiſe their anger, as much as I diſ- 
like their principles and conduct. I 
would willingly be doing ſome good 


| while I am here; and to promote 


loyalty, ſubjection, and peace, is doing 
good. I think I have already ſoftened 
ſome ſharp ſpirits amongſt us, at leaſt 
brought them to hold their tongues, 
or to be leſs confident. — The KinG, 
I fear, hath an unfavourable opinion 


of the diſſenters ; for which we have 


: fooliſhly given too much reaſon. — I 
ſhall be ogy to find that your neigh- 
bour Mr. , expoſes himſelf and his 
miniſtry by * politicks. An ancient 
8 TIP DR «© What hath an eccleſi- 

| e So” aſtick 


CP In moderation placing all my 3 : . 
5 21 While Tories 9 85 me IP _ gs a "Ts. 


Porz. 
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aſtick to do with politicks i Lend 
him PaLMER's Abridement of n 
TER'S Reformed Paſtor. 3. 
How can we be guilty by nature, 
eevording:: to Mr. ***'g ideas 
original fin, fince guilt is a conſciouſ- 
neſs of having acted wrong? Our 
guilt and miſery conſiſt in having 
ſinned, or in conſequence of our ſins. 
Jeremia calls children innocents, Jer. ii. 
34. and .Chrift ſays, except ye be 
converted and become as litile children, 
Nr Matt. xviii. 3. 1 cannot recedgite 
PS + > und 


22 1 hve. no paliticks, bur Mis of taki ing care 
to be engaged in none.” — GancaveLLi: 5 
Be careful not to be occupied too much with 
ſecular affairs: thoſe eccleſiaſticks who have. 
been ſo engaged, have never yet found it the way 
to procure eſteem: they are indeed ſought aſter, 
and conſulted ; but they are not really reſpeted :* - : 
we think, with . that their function funk Ln 
be ſacred.” bl” 
Biſhop Burner. A. 40 A 1 b 
| friends and his garden ought to be his chief... 
diverſions ; as his . and -pariſh ought to be 
his chief oF ments.” | 
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theſe paſſages, and many more, with 
the high notions of ſome perſons 
concerning the doctrine of original 
fn. What I underſtand by that doc- 
trine is, (and which I take to be a fact) 
that as we are born with leſs perfect 
conſtitutions, ſo the paſſions are 
ſttronger and leſs governable, and 
thereby we are more caſily kd into 
fin. I have known ſo many inſtances, 
in which perſons have excuſed their 
fins and bad tempers, by pleading 
axiginal fi, chat 1 woukd be extremely - 
_ eautious, how I gave the moſt diſtant 


encouragement to ſuch abſurd and 


dangerous pleas. — So likewiſe by 
_ aſſurance, I mean only a ſatisfactory 
evidence, removing all painful fears 


and doubts » though not every flight 


ſuſpicion. See Mason on Self Knows 


edge, Part 1. ch. xvui. and Benner? 8 


Chriſtian Oratory, ſect. 2. p. 569, — 
whe Mr. N F not Ks the fact 
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of the Spirit's ſealing, comforting influ 
ence.” The only difference between 
us is, that he thinks it cannot be 


particularly known to be the work of 
_ Spirit, though he allows it to be 
I think, that in ſome caſes 'it 


3 be known; and the lives of ſome 
of the beſt and moſt rational chriſtians 
ſhew, that they thought they could 
diſtinguiſh between a divine imprefli- 
on, and the natural workings of their 


don minds. Many texts I think en- 


courage this thought, eſpecially” the 
following, Rom. viii. 16. 2 Orca i. _—_ 
v. F. Eph. i. 13. 

My Book of Almanacks is of no 
great conſequence. The Almanack 1 
make uſe of is WIN Gs, which I think 
one of the beſt. There I keep a 


Jo urnal of the weather, and inſert who 1 
3 the charity- ſermons, here and 


at Shrewſbury, and what was collected; 


alſo any particular occurrence relating 
* 4 ee 
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to the town. I alſo make references 
in it to the birth-days of ſome of my 
friends ; not that I may drink their 
| health, but pray for them.“ I find it 
of ſome. uſe to have recourſe 'to re a 
as to dates and times. And it is an 
amuſement, and attended with e | 
advantage to take a tranſient ſurvey of 
paſt occurrences. I will give you a 
ſpecimen of the memorandums of the 
laſt month, —— Feb. 5th, Mr. 
I died — a friend of mine at 
W. — gth, The day ſiſter $* * 
died — to be thankful for her piety 
and uſefulneſs — and to pray for her 
family. — 14th, My nephew B. 
8s birth-day — to pray for him. 
— 21ſt, Public faſt. — 23d, Mr. 


T ** died, one of my former hearers. 


— n J. * ho birth-day—to pray 
| for 
| © It afforded the editor great pleaſure to find. 


1. name inſerted — among theſe 


, 


* 
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for him. — 2 gth, W. 8 „ a relation 
of mine, died. — This is the diary I | 
keep.“ Dr. DoppriDcs, as far as 1 


can recollect, for I have not his diary 


by me) uſed particular marks for days 
well ſpent, ill ſpent, and indifferent. 
But a perſon may eaſily contrive any 


thing of that kind for himſelf. 
Biſhop NzwTon's Diſſertations on 


the Prophecies are excellent books, and 


will enrjch your interleaved bible with 


many good interpretations. But his 
plan upon the Revelation is not,! 
. think, the right one. He and Dr. 
__ HaLtrax, who lately publiſhed ſome! 
diſcourſes preached at Biſhop Wan- 
© BURToON's Lecture, both implicitly 
follow Mr. Mog. When I was 
* in PROS Dr. Dop-- 


DRIDGE 'S a 


* 


* He had 3 2 more 8 one: but oy 


what became of it is uncertain. Moſt probably _ 


he deſtroyed it; fearing leſt it ſhould have bean” | 


made an Et uſe of after his death. 


—— 
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DRI DOE's Expoſitor on the Revela- 
tion, I ſtudied that book as carefully 
as I could, and I found more conſiſteney 
and ſatisfaction in LowMan on the 
Revelation, than n other commen- 


tator upon it. | 
Mr. Ropinson, the tw of the 


Plea for the Divinity of Chriſt, hath not 
received a regular education; but is a 
man of a {ſurpriſing genius, and vaſt 
application. He does not appear to 
me to underſtand the controverſy 
_ about the Trinity; and has miſapplied 
ſeveral texts, which I have taken the 
liberty of pointing out to him. He 
frequently contradicts himſelf, being 

in ſome parts of his performance a 


5 Sabeilian, while in others he ſeems to 


favour the Athanaſian- dotrine, In 
reality, I take him to be a Sabillian, b 
or elſe I do not underſtand him. I 


LY wiſh none would meddle with that 


5 controverſy 5 but thoſe who underſtand i 
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it. I have read many treatiſes upon the 
ſubject, and ſome angry and unchari- 
table ones, whoſe authors did not 
underſtand it, but wrote without any 
clear ideas. I think Mr. Rozpinson's 
book will be uſeful, to ſhew the 
. difficulty of the point, and to abate the 
confidence and cenſoriouſneſs of many. 
The death of Dr. Abans's amia- 
ble nephew is, and will be, a great 
affliction to his good mother, and uncle. 
He died of a violent fever at Oxford. I 
wrote a letter of condolance to the doc- 
tor on this very mournful .occaſion.* _ 
Jour relations and, friends here 
are well. I bleſs God I am as well 
„Tube following excellent. (gtter was written 
by Lady JEAN FZRNGusso to Dr. Dop- 
' BRIDGE, in anfwer to one he had ſent her on 
the death of her ſon, who had been his pupil at 


Nortlampten : which, as it may be uſeful to 


Parents, in affording them ſome important 1 
in the odycation * their children, and in com- 
forting 


252 LETTERS TOA T. 25. 


as uſual, but find old age gaining 


upon me by long. ſtrides. Continue 


your prayers for me, that I may be 


forting thoſe who may. be deprived of ſuch 
valuable bleflings, the editor ventures to inſert s 
* copied from her ladyſhip's own hand-writing. 


Rev. and Dear SS Aug. 18, 1750. 
The kind expreſſions of your ſympathy 
with us under our heavy affliction, tho* moſt 
tender and affectionate, is no more than I had 
reaſon to expect from the great love you had to 
your dear pupil, and the compaſſion your bene- 
volent heart ever feels for the diſtreſſes of Jour 
friends. | 


Tho my preſent depreſion of ſpirits makes 


me very unfit to write to you, yet I know your 


goodneſs will excuſe incoherence and confuſion 
in one oppreſſed with ſorrow ; and I did not 
chuſe to employ any other to write upon a ſubject 
which has engroſſed my whole thou 79 for 
ſome months paſt. I am ſenſible, I ought not to 
mourn as thoſe who have no hope, when I have 
' reaſon for the greateſt with regard to my dear 
child: but it would be the higheſt ſtupidity not 
to be FP + bumbled under che mighty hand of 
God, 
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ready whenever the ſummons comes, 
and that all may be well at laſt. As 


a ſcotch divine aud in his dying mo- 
: ments, 


God, who 8 af) difpenſrion tells me 
that I have heinouſly offended, ſince I have 
drawn down ſuch a ſtroke from the Father of 
mercies, who does not afflict willingly nor grieve 
the children of men. He has taken from me 
Him, who above all my children, was the delight 
of my eyes, and the joy of my heart; Him, who 
for twenty-three years paſt, has engroſſed a great 
- ſhare of my care and tenderneſs, my hopes and 
fears: but I ought to be dumb with fileace and 
not open my mouth, becauſe HE has done it, who 

has wiſe and holy ends to ſerve in all his diſpen- 

ſations. Happy will it be- for us, if we have a 
right to thoſe comforts you ſo. kindly adminiſter 
in your letter. You inquire about my beloved 
Child's behaviour in his lalt illneſs, and you have 

a right to be informed about it, as you were at 
fuck pains to initill into his mind right principles 
and ſentiments in every thing becoming a man 
| and a chriſtian; and your labour was not loſt, 

| fince it tended: to ripen him for another and a 
5 ere as 8 as n e a uſeful and 
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ments, fo I would ſay: If I do not 
come up to HxXRT's glory, and 
den 's glory, : and DobpRipox's 

glory, 


honourable appearance in this, bad it pleaſed 
God to lengthen his days. 

He had a moſt grateful ae fa- 
vours, as well as the higheſt eſteem and regard | 
for you, and has often entertained us with an 
account of your indefatigable labours of various 
kinds, which would make one wonder how any 
man had time or ſtrength to gs thro? ſo much. 

| He to the laſt remembered your affectionate care 

for him, and the confidence and intimacy you 
© honoured him with, and he mentioned you with 
tender affection a very few days before he died: 
he was alſo very ſenfible of Mrs. Don p RID“ 
tender and motherly care about him, I mention 
this only becauſe the natural reſerve and modeſty 
of his temper make me imagine IRE IL ” 
how much he loved you. 

It would be needleſs and improper. 57 me 

to ſay any ching of the happy talents he was 
Bleſſed with, tho' his early capacity and deſite 

for knowledge were indeed ſurpriſing. What 1 
have reaſon to remember with fill more pleaſure 
1 that his whole life was free from any groſs | 

| | | vice, 
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glory, 1 ſhall be wells if I win-in®. 
among them. 
Your affectionate fied; I 


JOB ORTON; 


* The expreſſion of winning-in, is a ſcotticiſm, 
and fignifies to get -· in, or rather, to gain in, 

5 among them. We uſe the word for winning @ | 

prize, So in our tranſlation, that I may in 
Chriſt, x«evioas, gain Chriſt, as a treaſure, or 


nne l valuable. Phil. iii. 8. 


vice, even thoſe which moſt hid are aching 
to; neither can I recollect, that from his earlieſt 
Infancy I. ever heard any indecent or prophane 


words proceed from his mouth. He never liked, 


when in his heſt health, thoſe trivial amuſements 
or gay entertainments which other youths are ſo 


generally fond of; inſomuch, that T have often 


told him he was too grave for his age; but this 
did not proceed from want of natural ſprightli- 
neſs and vivacity, as you well know ; but I have 
reaſon to believe, that he had early preſages that 


his life was not to be long, and therefore ſpent the | 


Amal time allotted him to better purpoſes. 


That he had a ſincere regard for, and fim 


| belief of our holy religion, I certainly know; 


that | 


£ 
BY 
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LETTER XxVI. 


DEAR SIR, 
September 20, 1778. 


185 Is" is common for the lawyers, 
* they prefer a bill in chancery 
againſt a perſon, to crave leave of the 

chancellor to mend the bill. This I 
e © & 


that he was a Galt advocate for it, and better 
acquainted with the proofs and principles of it 
than moſt young people, you cannot but know, 
as you were a happy inſtrument of his inſtruc- 
tion: that he had a fincere love and eſteem for 
all good people, however much decryed or 


undervalued by a prophane world, he ever de- 


clared. I believe he punctually read the ſcripture 
every day; for I remember three years ago, when 
he was at home with us, that I often! lobked into 
his room in a morning, and at every one of theſe 
times I found him ſo employed. He punctually 
aitended publick worſhip wherever he was ; and 
when at home here laſt winter, no day was ſo 


bad as to keep him from W was 


W | 


* 


8 
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will endeavour to do with reſpect to 
my letter of yeſterday; which I wrote 
in a hurry, as IL was not willing to 
make the pere wait. 
eee e e en de ee I wiſh 
1 1 » 
rt affected tan hy preaching of. we von. 
even in his childhood. 
vou will have heard, that * was * 
with a fatal hectick fever, attended with much 
other ſore diftreſs at Wigan, on his way to the 
regiment. When he wrote us accounts of this, 
-be did it with ſo much chearfulneſs, that one 
would have thought him in perfect health; vet 
the ſymptoms he mentioned were ſo bad, that 
our phyfician, a, very ſkilful one, told us be 
believed it impoſſble we could ever ſee him 
again. But it pleaſed God, merecifully to diſ- 
appoint him, and to give my child ſtrength, to. 
return to us in five days after we got the fil 
accounts of his illneſs. . He often. expreſſed 
great. thankfulneſs for the diyine goodneſs, which 
gave him ſtrength for ſuch a journey, * he 


ſaid he could not have. undergone without a 
ſupernatural ſupport. . I ſaw him ſo much weak» 
enced, that I had little hopes of his recovery. 
* any human means; but every thing v was yt 
7 es | I 


; 1 
8 * © 
* 8 + 
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07 3 wiſh Four friend Mr. . 5 
may haye an opportunity of reading 
a ee h 10 Dr. „Vie 
i ; of rin n cipal 
ths could be 4 any _ to SY Sono 
were ſupported to the laſt in remarkable chear- 
fulneſs and ſerenity ; inſomuch, that I do not 
think I ever ſaw him more entertaining and 

5 ſprigbtly than he frequently was in his“ laſt 
illness; at the ſame time he was perfectly ſenſible 
of the danger of it, and fi vently told both his 
fiſters, who conſtantiy and « eQionatcly attended | 
Him, that. nothing *A him ſo much concern as 
the 'grief he faw' T was in, which, however, we 

all endeavoured moſt carefully to conceal from 
him. To the very laſt he was frequently ob- 
ferved1 by all; of us to put up, ejaculatory petitions, 
N 75 ſome Part of every d ay was ſpent in reading 
- portion of ſcripture, and frequently ſome other. 
5 left book. © Laft year he read and much liked 
| Me Hupvpr's 5 Meditations. 'At this time your 

: Sermons on Regeneration v were read to him, which 

en heard with mach f alle and af robation, 2s 5 
Alſo ſeveral of Mr. Ev > | 
fa there a ikeneſs of ſeiment and 
L age 20 6s pron i "and the doctor. One 


FA6ma b mercy kick T cannot but mention | 
; | 85 with 


* 


2 anon Ty 
A 7 6: 


principal, 5 the 7075 e of Edinburg 


3 rc: 5779 
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ance, or 'r ſome fu 


it iS an a excel: RY 
yr 588 as it 


with eg neſs was, 75 he neyer _— 
of ficknefs or or my after 
the W part par ee il the "night. Je had 


indee 2 
1 ay bk, 5 ſo great was Bog pa- 


enn. 


| a 72277 even 5 Hp by 78 proper | to 1 | 
me that I mutt lay my account with it, b. 
ith the ſame coolneſs and ſeeming HEEL 
be would have {poke « of any other ſubject. At 
| b at very moment e appea peared to me ſo. beautiful, 
bad ſuch Vivacity in his eyes and bloom i in his 
complexion „that I thought I would have [given 
any ching i in the world for his picture; ; but Iam 
not ſo happy « as to have. even that poor reſern- 
blance f him left me. However, at that trying 
moment I mas ſo ar ſupported 49 nds to ſhew 
apy weskne 72 to him. He had juſt before told 
his filters t the E He thing, and -that it became 
Wem ang him to ſubmit te the 12 will withs 
e and por. bs bad 2 N ba 


— 


, 1 
p 


on the neffica Beale [ Rep, 10 8 
Ga ch Lend, 
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* 


A ® - 


MAN” . dane miniſter of e ? 
London on the Caſe of the penitent 
7 hief, 


ſhaxtneſs of his life. They alſo bore it. with 
great calmneſs, which, conſidering their age and 
vaſt affection for ſuch a brother, was a wonder. 
But this ſuppreſſed grief now often gets vent in 
ſighs and tears. He had the ſatisfaction to ſee 
bis father before his death: his being on his 
Circuit and neceſſary attendance on his duty in 
| the ſeſſion made it impoſlible for him to be with 
us here ; but at my child's defire, his ſiſters and 
I attended him to a little neat houſe near Edin- 
burgh ; and there it was he died, or rather fell 
aſleep, for he expired without a groan, and was 
buried in the Abbey Church, upon the 27th of 
Jug, his birth-day, near ſome of his worthy and 
dear relations, now in heaven. | 
His death was ſo eaſy, that his phyſician ſaid, 
| he had never in all his practice ſeen the like; and 
thro' every ſtep of his illneſs there was a remark- 
able tender Providence watched over him. Even 
thoſe who attended him felt the effects of it in 
| the uncommon ſerenity and calmneſs they were 
ſupported in. While he lived, he himſelf had no 
Aan to the laſt that was ſhocking or diſtaſte- 
| ful. 


5 
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_ Thief, which is a very judicious . diſ- 
courſe. As to viſiting condemned male- 
factors, it is very proper: fot even a 
good man may be hurried into ſome 
capital crime: or repentance may begin 
immediately after the fact: at leaſt, 
it is 9 the beſt that can be done 

835 to 


ful. MayT not tbe alojed to thinks that A death | 
ſo eaſy, 1 might ſay lovely, was a part of a 
merciful reward for a virtuous and well-ſpent 
life. Now, dear fir, tho? I could ſay a vaſt deal 
more, I ought to beg pardon for having ſaid ſo 
much; but I know. your goodneſs will pardon 
my having thus given vent to a fond afflicted 
heart. Sorrows like mine admit of no compli- 
ments; but believe Lord KIL X EXA An and I will 
ever join in grateful acknowledgments of your 
care and tenderneſs to our beloyed child, and 
your ſriendſhip and ſympathy. to us and ours, 
May Mrs. Doppr1Dpcs and you. be. long happy 
together, and bleſſed with the comfort of your 
promiſing children. I am, with, the truck | 

"_ Reverend and dear Sir, oct „ 
ae enn and obliged mne! ö 

306] 30 226 be ona en 


, . OE 156 


9 Ille fütüre miſe ty! ah 490 | cher) 1 
as m5 uſd e tlied; when. e eter 2 1 


— 
75 hays: E: 


fear. „There ite 2 3; 1e Bins bx excellent reflec- 


prod 86 dn ſuch $2.20 33 Archbi 10D 


| | 57 2 
| TiLorSox's S, two le trans on the 


Lager of of God 515 pork Ecttefia 7 80 tes 


itt. 11. particular 1 the end bf the. 
Big ſermon. A a am much of his 
mand a thin 2 OP 1 1 
NT think 


be The tick ED of RY bag. Mr. 
Outs the more I di conviticed; that no = 
des can be Forkled of perſon? charbters 
future ſtate, Ac2ly from! the mabner of = 
Aus: vet on theſe” many jay Rreat fireſs, 
ian) aw „ > — 6 ade end: and 

on may die in faptures of Joy and triumph: 
And yet malfas bok ter. Deep . g, repent- 
ing, and believing; are ſurer evidences thin ma 
natimit) or tranſport. Vds ſee how, ſmall and 


trifling a part of a miniſter's work it is, to read 
the Viſitation-Offee to the Sick; It is of import- 
ance to go further; und to inquite what their 
lives have heen of others; and — — 
5 * eee and are of themſelves 1 
: FIR of 
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I think I put into yout hands ſome 
dame ago, Wirazrsroon's Eſay on 
thi Connesion between the Doctrine of 


Juſtifttation by the imputed Rightroſneſs 

of Chrift,, and Holineſs of Liſe, dediented 

to Mr. HERVET. It was ſent to nns 
ſeveral - years ago, by a gentleman of 
Glaſgow, t6 whom 1 was 4 9 | 
| e 


= of Bn — Her © own guilt 2 Re r — pox 
Clirift and the Gofpel = of the terms F 
ane = of eternity — wherher they have kept up 
ſecret ex and how — what "_ of m_ 


ae ww «+ 


cHtot, or — um not, N Ane a 
to ſach queſtions. They will aſfent is What 
you ſay, but drop nothing as of them/ehoti, by | 
which \: can judge of their ſtate. This I have 
frequent) and mournfully experienced in at-. 
tending ths fick and Aying. This is the 7 
difficult part o u 'mlinifter's work : yet Allowande 
muſt be mate for 4 bad education, ſtall advanth<- 2 
ges, being unaccuſtomed to ſay any thing oh | 
mote ſubjefts. : lt is perhaps better to err on the 
ſifpicious $6de.” — Letter to a a. friend. 
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I think it an admirable; book: and, 
though I do not Wer approye f 
of its title, yet I am much pleaſed with 


his reaſoning, as equally ſtrong and 


concluſive upon our ideas of redemp - 
tion. He is a ſcotch divine, and author 
of the Ecc igſiaſtical Characteriſtics. 
Had you looked into the Map of 
Oxfordſhire, you would have found 
T ackley, the ſeat of the DowackR 
LAbDy L1CHFIELD, where Dr. Srox- 
HOUSE is lately gone. Let me adviſe 
ou never to hear or read of a village, 
eſpecially a market town, without 
_ examining where it is. Thus, much 
uſeful knowledge may be gained by 
degrees, and with little or no trouble. 
By taking this method, I have been of 
ſervice to many Re Pa and others 
both at Shrewſbury and this town. — 1 
wiſh you through the hurries of the 
day at. Remember the ſtory 
1 tos you of a an 2 old N who being 
_ aſked, 
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aſked, why he wore a long beard, 
anſwered, I doit to remind me never 
to do any thing inconſiſtent vith the 
gravity of my appearance. 

On Thurſday laſt, as I was fitting 
at dinner, I felt an earthquake, and 
heard a rumbling noiſe, like a wheel- 
barrow going over ſome rough ground. 
It happened at one o'clock, and laſted | 
about two ſeconds. Many others in 
the town felt it, and ſome were much 
alarmed. I wiſh ſuch alarms may do 
good. But we ſeem to be proof againſt 
every thing that i is ſerious, kind, and 
awful. a 

I am now pre an excellent old 
bo. written by OBapian SD- 
WICK, who was a member of the 
aſſembly of divines, , entitled The Ana- 
tomy of ſecret and preſuniptuous Sins, Ac. 
which pleaſeth me much. His heads 
and enlargements are ſhort and com- 
prehenſive, and free from the unpro- 
fttable 
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fttable jatgon of thoſe days ; and his 
language is excellent for the time he 
_ wrote in. If you meet with any of 
his works, it will be worth your 
while to purchaſe them; as they may 
be bought for a tfifle. They contain 
excellent matter, and come home more 
to men's conſciendes and boſons; than 
the writings of many of our th6dern 


__ divines. 


I am forry for the mournful dcca- 
en our letter ſpeaks of. You tell 
e you Knew the deceaſed from à 
ca Should you not in Tich cir- 
cumſtances ſeriouſly inquire? * Did 
I ever attempt to do Het My good ? 
Did 1 ever Meß k Eink f tounfet, 
advice and Caution to Her?“ I love to 


aff: Wye fk ge e nen Way of 


my Heighbditrs and frients die.“ Did 
1 beer 36 dhe Any Bart; of ſpeick 
evil IF em? IId I WIT 20 Uþ BOT. 
tiff to de hein Bode ? Eid 1 Ser 

in Z attempt 
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attempt! it? Theſe are uſeful inquiries. 
TY Remember theſe words: And while 
I was buſy here and there, behold he 
was gone,” — the perſon I ſhould 
have taken care of. I did not ex- 
pect you would be much improved or 
entertained by your viſit to . I 
fear the 4 was loſt, which might 
more profitably 1 have been ſpent in your | 
| ſtudies and among your pariſhioners. 
Pray talk ſeriouſly | to thoſe of them; 
who. negle& totally, or frequently, 
: public worſhip. Reprove, rebuke; 
exhort, with all lon ng. ſuffering, ſay I: 
_ you | know who ſald it before me 
a young miniſter. My Hint will, I 
. Kale. engage your attention and confi- 
deration: St. Paul's, commands your 
reverence and obedience. — If you 


have not Mr. AppincTow's Treatiſe : 


en at Mrs. _ will ſend it 
: you, 


« © Printed for Buckiany, i in baute 
| Row, price three ſhillings, | 


N 
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you, in 1 of the hook, EY her 
good mother intended for you; in 
which you will find many uſeful things, 
that may be ſerviceable to yourſelf, 

and to your ſick friends, whom you 
may viſit. 

I am but > "Say and am en I 
| unfit for buſineſs or company, and 
my mental powers daily grow weaker. 
| When I am diſpoſed to be.1 impatient, 
I think of two of my acquaintance, 


= who are ground down with the ſtone, 


and labour after greater patience and 
. thankfulneſs.. But every diſagreeable 
object appears formidable and dreadful 
to me, eſpecially, the near approach of 
death. I much need, value, and deſire 
the F of my friends. 


"og | Your 8 eee 
2 He ire; JOB. ORTON. 8 
ws | 3 3 | . . S. on 


S 
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P. S. On Tueſday laſt was my 
' birth-day, when I compleated my 
ſixty-firſt year. On that 'day thirteen 
years I preached my laſt ſermon at 
Shrewſbury,* and have not been in a 
pulpit fince ; yet, I hope, I have been 
of ſome little uſe and fignificancy in 
life by my eee and pub- 


lications. Wn” ; 
W 


28 From: Eeclas vii. 2. on which he made this 
memorandum: This was the laſt ſermon 1 
preached to my congregation at Shrewſbury 

And which he concludes with the — . — 
anecdote. The celebrated GrorT1vs, one 


of the moſt leurned men the world ever knew, 5 


was, in his laſt ihneſs, aitended by a friend, who 
deſired him, in his great wiſdom and learning, to 
give him a ſhort direction how to lead his life to 
the beſt advantage. To whom he only ſaid, B. 
ferious. This is my parting advice to you, as 
what compredande: * —_— I have! eas — 
Bx $ERIOUS,) 1 
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_DEAR 1E. 


R 


Nn * 


wg 5 Burxo confined I" by great 
rain, , I know not how to employ. my 


- 1 4 


time better than in Writing a letter to 
111 5 #þ FA BN whether I ſhall be able to 


y in time for the poſt I 
ae = 7 e I will do ſome- 
ws | towards it. — I am always glad 


* a 


re ive clit cat letters, as they ſeem 


> wth £3: 


5 Come from the beart. Mr. Pops is 
| I think right, Who ſome where ſays, 
<< The letters of friends are not worſe 


Fer heing it for none date ts 78 "The 
e 
aract 


of a moment ought to be che 


all familiar: riting. | 
It is a — recommendation, but a 


true one. In this view, Thad rather 
write twenty letters to a friend with 
. whom 
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whom I can be. free, than one to a 
perſon every way as good and valuable, 
and with whom 4 can be Pp ually free, | 
who 18 at the ſame time ormal and 
accurate himſelf, and expects the letters 


of his correſpondents to be ſo too. „ 


do not love to write letters where com- 
pliments and apologies are neceſſary. 
Every thing that comes directly from 
the heart, and ſeems like convetfitiog 
is moſt agreeable eto me. And indeed 
what is writing letters, but a kind af 
converſation,” and therefore ought to | 
be eaſy, free, 2 and unreſerved: 2 Per- 


haps I am felfiſh 1 In this an | 
I can ſeldom write, more than afew 
lines at a time without being tired and 


in pain, and forced to lie don upon 


my couch; + that method: and ofder 
muſt be neglectel b 


me; but then od 
J think ſhould: be eaſily excuſed in 
letters, eſpecially where the writer's 
5 heart and his . for his N 
5 1 dent | 


: * 


/ 
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dent appear at firſt view, without 55 
labour e 

1 hope you have received the 
Bimop of CuEsTER's (Dr. PorTEvs) 
1201 Which 1 1 e to you 


5 dome 
- The. GA Pe lh n W 
Pm if they are written as. they ought to be, 
can ſcarce. ever be fit to ſee the light. They 
ſhould not conſiſt of fulſome compliments, or 
tedious polities, or elaborate elegancies, or general 
fancies, hut they ſhould have a native clearneſs 
and ſhortneſs, a domeſtical plainneſs, and a pecu- 
liar kind of familiarity z which can only affect 
the humour of thoſe to whom they were intend- 
ed. The very ſame” 'paſſages, which make 
"writings of this nature delightful amongſt friends, 
will loſe all manner of taſte, When they come to 
be read by thoſe that are indifferent. In ſuch 
letters the ſouls of men ſhould appear undrefſed ; 
and i in that negligent habit, they may be, fit to be 
ſeen by one or two in a chamber, but not to go 
abroad into the ſtreets.— . ra. 2 __ of 


* 
£ * «4 


: = Cowi zr. 12 op . FHF 


+ A; Letter to the eee of Manchafer, 
| Macclesfield, and the adj acent parts, on occaſion 
of the late earthquake i in thoſe places. 
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ſome time ago; which is an e eeding 
good one, truly ſerious, full to the 
purpoſe and adapted to do good. His 
lordſhip's two ſermons, which were 
preached at the Chapel Royal St. 
James s, are ſuperexcellent. They 
were printed, as I have been informed, 
| by the expreſs command of the Quzzn, 
in order to be given away among the 
courtiers. — Dr. SToNHovsEt ſends 
me word, that the Biſhop commended 
to him highly a ſermon lately printed 
for CapzLL, without a name, entitled, 
„ A national change in morals and 
politics, neceſſary to national proſperi- 
ty.“ The Biſhop is an excellent judge 
of ſermons, and 1 ſhall onder it _— 
our book-ſaciety. | 
Lam glad you have fo tolerable a 
tack of ſermons. But you will go on 
compoſing new ones; as thereby you 
will increaſe your theological Know- 
ledgez a new Na aan ile, 


ata * 
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and the natural love of novelty ſhould 
be called in to the aid of religion. 
What hath a clergyman to do, but 
to give himſelf wholly to his work; 
increaſe his own, and his . hearers' 
acquaintance with the ſcriptures ; and 
be continually drawing, from that 
| inexhauſtible fountain, ſtreams of liv- 
ing water, for their entertainment and 
nouriſhment.* How few are there 
among us, who like DANIEL WIS 
rox, the profeſſor's brother, left behind 
him ſeveral hundred ſermons, which 
he had never preached. This is the 
other extreme. — I will excuſe your 
having a ſermon to write on the 
Saturday, becauſe the occaſion of it was 
en and en ; elſe I ſhall blame 


2 Dr. ns for the ern four years after 

| he had obtained a ſmall preferment, did. not 
" Intermit one week without writing a new ſermon; 
and all his ſermons were of his own On 


_ = Biograph. Britax. 


9 
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you, if ever you have a ſermon to 
make on a Saturday. Dr. Donne x 
(as it is obſerved in his Life) always 
choſe his text, for the next Lord's day, 
on the preceding Sunday evening, 
when he had finiſhed the duty of that 
day. This was my method. I always 
contrived to have Saturday, as a kind - | 
of leiſure day, to attend at the 'infir- 
mary at S/rewſbury, or to do other 
| buſineſs which (being market-day) it 
occaſioned ; and that I might by ex- 


erciſe and relaxation, get myſelf into 


better ſpirits for the labours of the 
ſabbath. Only on a Saturday evening, 
I carefully reviewed my ſermon, and 


committed the moſt ſtriking parts of 
it, eſpecially in the application, to 
memory. And I always ſpent my 


Saturday evenings at home, that! 
might prepare myſelf the better for the "ag 


| buſineſs of the following day.. 
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5 the advancement of religion by 
| your miniſtry. | I have no doubt but 


| gu. ſpent the day religiouſly; in thank- 


z IntroduBtory LeFures to the Sacred Books 
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I heartily win) you the return of 


= many happy brides + and that each 


aſure in your own improvement, | 


y acknowledging the goodneſs and 


mercy of God to you; in acts of humi- 
; lation for the vanity of childhood and 
youth; and in forming good reſolutions 


for greater ferionſneſs, diligence, and 


2. ative, as a chriſtian and a miniſter. 
May God hear your prayers, accept 
your ms > and IO" his nn, 
upon 1 


T am now reading Mretanuts 


of the New Teſtament, a ſmall o octavo 


8 volume, prite three ſhillings. It is a : 


"conciſe account of criticks, com- 


8 e and their ſentiments on the 


Dh genuineneſs, 
18 Ban 14. | 
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nie; authority, and inſpiration 


of the books of the New Teſtament. 


It will-refreſh your memory with many 
things on thoſe ſubjects ; but he doth 
not enter deeply into the controverſies TY 


of them. 


J have lately .boug ht a | ſeotch 5 
edition of FLAVELL'S Works, in eight 


| volumes octavo. The folio edition 1 


had before; but this I can read as 1 


lie on my couch, or as 1 fit i in my 


chair, ſmoaking my evening's-pipe. I. 
have read more of FLAVELL, fince I 


| was able to read at all, than any other 


writer ; and though he is by no means 
judicious, yet there is an amazing 


tenderneſs, and ſoft pathos in his ſtyle 
and manner; and I am always pleaſed 


with his plainneſs, kin great 


; ene nee 3 


1 He 3 Im 


cr 8 Not 1 E Jadicioas . 


5 ue plain, {ng en . to addreſs 


_ 
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iP am concerned that Mr. * * doth. 
not apply more diligently to his ſtudies; 
and it really grieves me to ſee young 
_ divines, who have good natural abili- 
ties, and have enjoyed conſiderable 
advantages in their education, content- 
ed to glimmer; when with more appli- 
cation, they might be burning and 


ſhining lights in the church, and the 


diſtinguiſhed ornaments of chriſtianity. 
and their profeſſion. I ſometimes talk 
| e to Toy younger mae on ſuch 
topics: | 


affifted we The ns; to DP the I in love: his | 
Token for Mourners inimitable z Fountain of 


Life uſeful; moſt of the ſubjects there proper to 


| be preached over on ſacrament-days: alluſion to 


* pagan florics, both in him and BaTzs, very en- 


tertaining and uſeful. = DoD DRI DR. 3 
Barzs. — Charming eloquence yet not 
formed ſtyle ; ſentences too ſhort ; words very 
polite : admirable fimilies ; unleſs rather too 
thick; proper to be quoted by thoſe whoſe genius 
does not lead them this way : read his Harmony 
of the Attributes, Spiritual PerfeQion, ts rg | 
3 * e ee 1 js, 
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topics ; but in this age, young men do 
not in general, chooſe. to attend to the 
moſt friendly advice of their ſeniors; 
though delivered, not only tenderly, 
but reſpectfully. They are wiſer, and 


|, havebefter ideas of divinity, eſpecially, : 


than thoſe who have grown grey in 
ſtudy and in the miniſtry. 5 
J think I have now written every 
thing I had to ſay to you — which has 
been done at many fittings — and 1 
conſidered myſelf as talking with you. 
| — But this wet day makes me uncom- _ 
fortable, and my letter is as dull as 
the day : yet fair or foul — bright or 
dull, I am, | | 
Your faithful and afeGjonate. 


JOB ORTON. 


„ 8. Loch over the next letter, 
with which you favour me; for the laſt 
was written in haſte, 8 0 there were 
5 ſome. words in it which I could not 
| . T4 nad 
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|  _ read. Let it be a rule with you, 
always to read over a letter before you 
ſeal it, correct whatever is wrong, 
make proper ſtops, that your correſ- 
pondents may be at no loſs to under- 
ſtand your meaning at once. This is 
one of Lord CRHRESTERTIELD's advices 
to his ſon; and if he had given him 
no worſe, it would have been well. 


: 


* . * 
% 1 * 2 : Br * s 
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2 


LETTER XXVII. 


March, 1 1 12 ta 


wa ACKNOWLEDGE mpfer in your 
debt, dear fir, for two letters; which, 
on account of the indifferent ſtate of 
my health, I am obliged to anſwer as — 
can, writing a few lines at a time, as 
I find myſelf difpoſed, without we | 
. to order or method. | 
I am ſorry you meet with difficul- 
ties and diſcouragements i in your — 
ſent ſituation; but I am in doubt 
what to tay concerning a removal to 
8 . I could wiſh you comfortably 
ſettled in a living of your own, where 
you would be more extenfively uſeful ; 
but am fearful you will find inconveni- 
. Ences in the place you think of; except 
you can fully reſolve, and keep bp . 
E22 e proper buſt , + 
n 5 
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neſs, and to guard againſt the avoca- 
tions of 8 . I think a clergyman 


is moſt reſpectable, who keeps to his 
N ſtudy and pariſh, and engages as little 


as may be in mixed company. He 
ſhould be careful not to deſecrate him- 


ſelf by letting himſelf down. Have 
you ever read ScovcaL's Works, 


author of that tract which Biſhop 


Bux xx publiſhed, called, The Life of - 


God in the Soul of Man? If you have 


not, pray inquire after it, and read it 
diligently and repeatedly. Give me 


leave to ſend you the following paſſage 


ana clericorum cum laicis converſatio, con- 


temptibiles eas reddit. — Facile 3 | 


clericus ſi prandium invitatus ſepius veniat. 
Tou will think of theſe maxims, and 
let them have their proper influence 
with you. Scouc Al was an Are 
divine, and ſon of a ſcotch biſnop; 1 


man of eminent Jearping, and, Dies by 


Mm and 


. 
n 
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and a good model for uſeful preaching; 


baut died very young May God di- 


rect you in all your motions, and fix - 
you there, where you may do Him and 
his cauſe the moſt ſignal ſervice! 1 
know you will follow Providence, and 
not out- run it; and I hope look to 
probable, though remote, conſequen- 
ces, before you determine upon fo 
important a change in your ſituation. 
I intend preſenting Dr. Kznni- 
' coTT's Bible to the ſchool-library in 
| Shrewſbury ; - to which I have already 
given ſome valuable books. Our friend. 
De. Jonnsronz inſiſts on my ages 
| ing in = the incloſod eee ; 
| which | 


0 Sco voll. — One of the firſt rank, though 
he wrote but · little: remarkable for, decent elo- 
quence, ſuited: to his ſubjeR : noble and Proper 
thoughts, run through every page of his writings x 

_ ſeems the beſt model of all his claſs; his Life of 
Sed, and Sermons, ſhould be often. read. He 
died at, twenty-eight, and the world had an 
loin e ee _ 
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which 1 have nothing to objea, but its 
being rather pompous and full of ſelf. 
But as the doctor has been at the 
trouble of drawing it up, I believe, 1 
muſt be obliged to inſert it.“ I hear 
from Oxford, that Dr. KEN NTcOT T is 
— a Ra with * men 


„ 


U | 7 1 

In hoc municipio, 5 

ile natalium loco, 
g Quo 
renn et parentes honeſle et land. vixire 3 
„ 

come diffentientium Wh N paſtor conflitutus, 

Minitterio ſacro 9 | 


Annos XXVI. L ac 


e In his 9 ; 
| Quibuns et. linguarum cognitionem - 
Studio decennali hauſit, 
Amoris et benevolentiæ 
-_.._,/- Pignus aliquod idoneum extaret; _ 
8 * opus eximium, honori S. S. 8. dicatum, 5 
OT  Vlvſriflimt Ben. Kennicott, &. "i 2 _ 


e © Bibhothece donavit e 
. regni, ; nes ⁊ð get 7 
; "I Fg Bt civis r | ee _ 


e „ 


15 bee. had as 2 xoſp 


= 


= 
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I am glad to hear from you fo 
ed an account of Dr. Abaus, 
whom you have lately ſeen. There 


are few men I honour more for every 
amiable quality. If you return to 
college ſoon, I defire you to preſent 


my reſpectful and affectionate compli- 


ments to him; and be ſure to do 


all you can 10 Jun of the doctor 
ſteadineſs, prudence, firm neſs, mingled 


with the utmoſt good- nature, and 
readineſs to IVE others.? 1 have 


Mr. 8 3 A once told a friend, has be 


wiſhed to pay him a vifit in Shropſhire, as, among 
other reaſons, it would give him an opportunity 


of egg upon nog my ns in his i 


— 


_———— 


n 1390 "Me. A wrote two ai 


phlets, in defence of Dr. Apams, in anſwer to a 
Letter to the doctor by the author of Pittas 
 Oxonienſis, entitled Diotrephes admonifhed, and 


| Diotrephes Fe-admoniſhed : in which the writer 


- WY to have 1 in a middle wh n | 


OM he 


* 


| TOS _ wo 
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a to ſay about your academicat 
ſtudies and degree; but that I hope, 
you will purchaſe to yourſelf a good 
degree, and great boldneſs in the faith _ 


of our. Lord Jeſus Chrift, (x Tim. 


Hi. 13,) and be maſter of the beſt arts, 


that of ſaving ſouls. 


I am going over JonrIx's Sermons | 
again — of which I am never weary; 
plain, ſenſible, and judicious are 
4 tho I ſometimes ſuſpect, that 
ſome of the ſermons were not his own, 


28 _ are fo different from others of | 


them 


ab . and his bee wfoedting ſome 


theological differences and diſtinctions. The 


author of them hoped, the controverſy had done 


good, by exciting a ſpirit of enquiry into the 
contents of the Goſpel, and leading many to read 


and think on religious ſubjedts, who otherwiſe 
would not probably have done it. And he had 


the pleaſure of hearing, that his tracts had been 
ſerviceable in this reſpect, eſpecially i in Shropſhire, 


and that they were much valued by many 
re ſpectable clergymen, particularly thoſe of 


Th 1 


C ——— IRn—e <a 
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them, which correſpond more exactly 


to his way of writing in his tracts and 
other publications.“ But they are all 


worth reading again and again; and 1 


am perſuaded thoſe, which are moſt 


eaſy and familiar, were his own, for 
+ is an excellency in his ſtyle, and 


almoſt | peculiar to himſelf. Such ſer- 
mons want nothing but a little more 


them compleat models for young di- 


vines. There is ſtrong good ſenſe 


and mia RN in 2 + diſcourſes, 


generally 


Another maſterly pamphlet appeared in the 


ſame controverſy, entitled, The Church of 
England windicated from the rigid Notions of 
Calviniſm 3 written by one of Dr. Apaus's 


intimate friends; whoſe name, were it to be 


| made publick, would do honour to the cauſe of 


learning and rational piety.* 4 


® The late Reverend Mr. Ewan BLaxewar, 
miniſter of K. Mary 45 Hrewſouey... 3 | 


pI 
"2 


wo — — 


8 Sce che Geailemas' Magazine for Nor. 
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generally couched under the plaineſt 
language. But he had, as 1 hre been 


told, a very heavy delivery. © 
. I ſhall be glad to hear from you, 


"hat: hope for a oontinuance of your 


prayers, that as my day is, my ſtrength 
may be. My head begins to fail, my 
tongue ſtammers, my hands tremble, 


: and I am finking apace to the duſt ; 
but my concern for my friends, and 


the intereſts of religion, holds out ſtill. 


May the Grace of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt be always with you! To that | 
I heartily commend you in all _ = 


"OS. And. am, r 


.. Dear _ 
| Your faithful and 1 
Jo ORTON. 


4 * Wel als write. : while you can. 'You ſee 
Time has ſhaken me by the hand; and Death is 
but a little behind him. My eyes and heart are 


now almoſt all Tt haye left: : and I thank God 


for them.” — From a Letter of the Rev. Mr. 


Suu WESLEY, to his ſan, the _ celebrated 


Mr. Joun Wiaxrr. 
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N. B. Here the Editor finds it 
neceſſary to diſcontinue theſe Letters ; 


as, ſoon. after the date of the laſt; he ' 


came to live at Shrewſbury ; and there 
are many things in Mr. Ox rox 8 
future correſpondence with him, of a 


local and 100 delicate a nature to be laid 


before the publick eye. — This valua- 


ble man died July 19, 1783, in the 


fixty-fixth year of his age; and was. 
buried, agreeably to his own requeſt, | 


in St. Chad's Church, Shrewſbury, Sic 


mihi ee vi vere, N mori. 


3 


THE MEMORY OP THE JUST 18 BLESSED: 
AND THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL BE HAD | 
IN EVERLASTING REMEMBRANCE, 


> 
1 


n= Since theſe letters were firſt publiſhed . 
1791,) a ſhort account of Mr. Ox ron has been 
drawn up by the late Dr. KryeP1s, and inſerted 
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FD 
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in the &h volume of the ae Britannica, 
| under the article DoDDRIDOE; Where he writes 
thus: The laſt publication of Mr. Ox rox 
that has been given to the publick, is, Letters 
to a Young Clergyman,” 12mo. 1791. Mr. 
STEPMAN, to whom the letters were written, 
is the editor, and he has performed an accept- 
able ſervice in committing them to the preſs, 

The advice contained in them is, in general, 

.excellently fitted for the direction and j improve- 
ment of the younger clergy of every denomina- 


tion.“ Pp JY 63 : a 


- 


» 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 


1 | 
4 
$1 


- 2 * — | 
J. and . Eddowes, Shrewſbury. 
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Boots publiſhed by the late Reu. JoB ORTON, and 
_ fold by J. and W. Eddowes, in Shrewſbury, and 
Longman and Rees, Pater-nofter-row, London. 


1. A Short and plain Expoſition of the Old Teſia- _ 
ment, with devotional and practical Reflections, 
for the Uſe of Families, ſubjoined to each chapter, 

., _ ſomewhat in the manner of Dr. Dobpniper's 
| __ V-mily Expoſitor. By the late Kev. Jos OnTow : 
and publiſhed from the Author's Manuſcripts, by - 
R. GENTLEMAN. Six large Vols. Oclavo, ieee 
1], 168. Royal Paper, 2l. 14s. | 


II. Memoirs of the Life, Character, and Writings of 
the Rev. Dr. DopprIDGE. Royal Paper, 10s. 
Demy 8vo. 58. 12mo. 28. 6d. ES 


III. The Chriſtian's Triumph over Death, A Fu- „ 
neral Sermon for the Rev. Dr DoppRr1DGE, 6d; + 235 


IV. Sacramental Meditations; or, Devout Reflecti- 
ons on various Paſſages of Scripture, 12M0. 
Second Edition, 3s. oY 


V. Diſcourſes on Practical Subjects, in 2 Vols. 68. 5 5 


VI. Diſcourſes on Secret and Family Worſhip, and 
the religious Obſervation of the Lord's Day. 2d 
Edition, 38. 


VII. Diſcourſes to the Aged on net important 7955 
ſubjects. 2d Edition, 38. Gd. . 


VHE- Tren Diſeourſes20n Eternity; and the lg 
portance and Advantage of looking- at eternal 
Things. "6th Edition, 6d. Theſe are «ſo pub hes | 

| in Wl elhh,.. 6d. ö nn Shin 

IX. Chriſtian Zodbs: or, three Diſcourſes n the "70 


1 portance of ſeeking the Things of Cun1sT more 
he than our own. gd. 333 


X. Chriſtian Worſhip: Or, Three Diſcourſes on 

profitably hearing the Won, joining in publick 
PRAYER, and in Singing the Praises of Gop. gd. + 
= — are alſo babe Med in N 6d. x | Eg 


- 


: XI. A 


| e by Mr. | Oxon. 
2 ES h XI. A 1 of Doctrinal and Practical Religion, 
4 ' by way of Queſtion and. Anſwer: with an intro- 
I ' dution, ſhewing the Importance and Advantage 
B | ef Religious Education. 7th Edition, is. 
| | | 1 Noab's Faith and Obedience to Divine Warn- 
- _ |, ings, and his nes in ihe Ark. A 8 
| 5 Sermon. 6d. I AD 8 
XIII. The Life 40 Death of the Rey. Mr. pn .. | 
PORE: _— En 28. 6d. e eee OE 
is JV 65 
9 ; 
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| f | 
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